Dear all,
It is my pleasure to conclude this impressive gathering. I am sure you all must have found this congress informative and learning from this congress would help you take this back to your country to facilitate equal rights and opportunities for people with disabilities. 
This congress is definitely a milestone for CBR. It was a pleasure for WHO to organize this congress in partnership with the Royal Government of Thailand and UNESCAP. My special thanks go to APCD and APCD foundation for hosting this important congress. I am also grateful to my colleagues from WHO head quarter, regional and country offices and other UN agencies for their presence and contribution. Thanks to those 24 Developmental Organizations and others who have actively contributed towards the success of this congress. 
My very special thanks go to Government of Italy, JICA, CBM, AIFO, ILEP, HI and others who were very generous to support this congress. This congress is an ideal example of partnership among UN Agencies, the State parties and civil societies. 
I also would like to thank all the participants who took the initiative to come from different parts of the world to be in this Congress.  I have been informed that this Congress had over 700 participants coming from more than 52 countries.  Some of you took four days to come here, this shows your interest, commitment and your solidarity towards CBR.  Though the Congress was postponed but still the response is tremendous.  Thank you all for this.

I have been informed that this congress had lot of important sessions which were very productive and also gave an ideal opportunity to share the CBR experiences from more than 28 countries.  

This congress is a path breaking initiative not a onetime affair. I am very pleased to learn that as a result of this Congress, CBR Asia Pacific Network has been formed. I congratulate all the country representatives who have been elected to this Network. In coming years, WHO would like to work with the network to promote CBR further in this vast region. It is to be noted that majority of disabled people live in this region.  WHO is looking forward for more direct actions at the country level and I am sure in the coming years CBR Asia Pacific networks and its national and sub-national network will strengthen the CBR activities within the country, especially in the rural areas where still majority live with poverty.
The formal declaration to promote CBR as an appropriate strategy to ensure benefit of the Convention on Rights of persons with disabilities is definitely a good forward looking initiative. I am sure in coming years millions of people with disabilities would get benefit of this congress.  
The theme of the Congress was Community Based Inclusive Development and there were many sessions to highlight the need of all the development initiatives to become inclusive and that too Community Based. 
CBR Matrix was formally presented in the Congress.  It is an appropriate framework for a multisectoral inclusive developmental approach.  It really promotes the need for and benefit of all different developmental sectors to work together, especially the Health, Education, Livelihood and Social. The process of Empowerment and Partnership with different stakeholders including disabled people’s organizations will facilitate the implementation of CBR matrix, a framework for Community-based Inclusive Development for people with disabilities and their families.  
This congress establishes the fact that CBR and Convention are absolutely interlinked. Convention provides the policy and legal framework. CBR provides the operational methodology: the two are mutually reinforcing. Partnership between Convention and CBR will definitely facilitate inclusive development which will lead to an Inclusive Society – “Society For All”. 
