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IDP Camps – Herat 

WHO is collecting health data from the IDP camps in the Herat area where approximately 350,000 people are living.   

· About half the people who managed to consult health staff are suffering acute respiratory infection. Over 2100 cases were reported last week alone. These infections, which include pneumonia,  can be extremely serious, and are the number one killer in Afghanistan 

· diarrheal diseases were also prevalent – another deadly illness 

· other diseases, including TB, malaria, typhoid, and measles have been reported in the camps  

The WHO notes the situation in the Maslakh camp is especially serious, with thousands of people exposed to the elements, languishing without adequate shelter as winter arrives.  

The WHO is attempting to get better data on deaths in the camps, which is now considered unreliable. 

To assist with sanitation, WHO has begun building 200 latrines in the Maslakh camp.  

Overall, WHO continues to provide essential medicines and equipment to the health facilities in Herat. 

Control of Malaria Outbreak  

WHO is working with local health authorities and NGOs to control the ongoing outbreak of malaria in the eastern region, particularly in Laghman province.  The WHO has found the incidence of malaria has actually increased since October. Over 1250 cases were recorded in just two hospitals in November, including 38 deaths. A prevalence of Plasmodium Falciparum  – the most deadly form of malaria, is reported.  WHO has provided anti-malarial drugs to the affected areas, and is circulating malaria control guidelines in Pashto to health clinics.

WHO estimates there are 2-3 million cases of malaria in Afghanistan each year, Malaria transmission should normally drop dramatically this month as the temperature cools. 

Ghazni – A deteriorating situation 

We have reports that the health situation in Ghazni and the south-eastern region in general  continues to worsen, with fewer staff available, poor communications and transportation due to looting. 
There is a reported increase in acute respiratory infections, and suggestion that malnutrition in children and pregnant women will continue to worsen. Overall in 2001, hospital reports indicate that 15% of children in hospital were severely malnourished. The WHO office believes there is a heightened risk of a measles outbreak in the region, with more children susceptible as a result of not being vaccinated. 

WHO continues to supply essential medical supplies and drugs to the health facilities in the region in cooperation with local health authorities and NGOs.  
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