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The Successes, Challenges, and Opportunities
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Leprosy can be looked at from the
points of view - Social, Medical, or
Public Health.
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« With MDT there was a great opportunity to bring
about a steep reduction Iin the disease burden, and
this was envisaged through (a) the recognition that
a large majority of leprosy burden in the 1980’s was
the result of untreated backlog of prevalent cases in
the community that could be treated through
vigorous field treatment programmes, and (b) the
expectation that subsequent to dealing with the
backlog the remaining prevalence will consist of
largely of the incident cases and timely detection
and treatment of such cases would lead to further
progressive reduction in the disease burden.
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 The concept of leprosy elimination was taken
forward and WHO took a very bold step in 1991
In getting the World Health Assembly to adopt a
resolution committing the organization and its
member countries to a goal of elimination of
leprosy as public health problem by the year
2000, defining elimination as attaining a level of
prevalence below 1 case per 10,000 population.
The deadline and the prevalence cut off point
were arbitrary to some extent but provided a
great opportunity to bring about a major impact.
This was a truly historic step in the annals of
leprosy and WHO.







In simple terms this is the progress
made so far since the adoption of WHA
resolution
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 In spite of the excellent overall progress there are
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New case detection in the 8 difficult countries
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New Case Detection Trends
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Factors that had influenced le
prevalence




Factors that had influenced Case
detection




Current Situation ~
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* In summary there are currently around 220,000
registered cases worldwide; less than 25,000 of
them are likely to be bacterio-positive. Estimated
number of disabled including among old cured
patients is a maximum of 500,000. Occurrence of
new cases appears to be around 260,000 per year
which iIs expected to diminish progressively as a high
proportion of current new cases appear to be due to
breakdown of old subclinical infections particularly
among older individuals. In terms of leprosy
elimination all countries have attained their goal of

P.R. of less than one in 10,000 population except for
3 or 4 countries.




o Apart from the numbers the qual
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e Currently leprosy trends to cling to certain
geographic areas and populations. These areas
and populations need to be identified and dealt with.
There Is also a hidden problem of undetected cases

among underserved populations.

e As a very low frequency disease leprosy
Increasingly poses logistic problems in ensuring
proper technical support, and drug supply at
appropriate levels.

e Fortunately drug resistance is not a problem in
eprosy. Relapse rates which can be due to either
persisters or drug resistance is still only around 1
per 1000 per year.
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