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THE LAST CASE REPORTED OF 
SMALLPOX



The idea of the eradication of the 
Guinea worm disease was launched in 

the early 1980s

•Guinea worm disease was then considered as 
the first candidate to eradication after other 
unsuccessful ventures (i.e. malaria).

•Ideology had changed after Alma Ata (1978)
•The emphasis was put on community health, 

and non medical sanitary measures
•The eradication of the Guinea worm disease 

fitted well into this new context
•Role of the Foundation of President Carter, to be 

explored



The End of Guinea Worm 
disease ?
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Thanks to Susan Watts, American 
University of Cairo, 

and Véronique Schiltz, Collège de 
France, Paris,

for sharing their knowledge with 
me
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