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North Sulawesi Volcanic Activity
Background
There are five active volcanoes in North Sulawesi:

1. Mt. Lokon, Tomohon City is on level II alertness. Total population potentially affected:  around 80,000.


2. Mt. Soputan, South Minahasa is on level II alertness. Total population potentially affected: around 50,000.

3. Mt. Karangetan, Siau Island is on level III alertness. Total population potentially affected: around 42,000.

4. Mt. Awu, Sangihe Island is on level II alertness. Total population potentially affected: around 50,000. 
5. Mt. Ruang, Ruang Island is on level III alertness. Total population potentially affected: around 23,000.

All five volcanoes are among the most active volcanoes in Indonesia. Mt. Awu showed increased activity in June 2004 leading to the evacuation of over 20,000 people. Mt. Ruang erupted on September 25, 2002. While no fatalities were reported, more than 1,000 residents on Ruang Island were forced to evacuate.
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Current Situation

Showing increased activity over the past month, Mt. Karangetang on Siau Island in Sangihe Regency, North Sulawesi, spewed lava, clouds and hot ash on Thursday, 27 July. Officials have evacuated 3,941 people from five villages according to Iskandar Gobel, a North Sulawesi provincial secretary. No casualties are reported. Police in the area said evacuations were continuing. The total affected population is ± 14 000 and many people have been commuting from shelters to work their fields for the past month. There are 17 vulnerable villages.
Siau Island has one Primary Health Centre (Puskesmas). The closet referral hospital is located in Manado City. From Manado City a boat leaves daily at 7:00pm and takes 8 hours to reach Siau Island. The seas are rough making the voyage difficult at times. A military ship has been prepared in the event of an emergency, but is not available for regular use.
Accessibility

Mt. Karangetang is 160km from the city of Manado. The nearest populated places are Kanang (4km), Ondong (13km), Ulu (10km), Mahuneni (18km). It is a mountainous region with a maximum altitude of 1770 m.

Government Action

North Sulawesi PHO will deploy teams, medicines and logistical support to the affected area.

WHO Action

A WHO National Consultant has been in the area since 24 June 2006 to observe the situation and conduct general assessments.

Emergency Preparedness



In an emergency SATKORLAK and SATLAK will lead emergency response activities. SATKORLAK in North Sulawesi Province has established an emergency post in the city of Manado. SATLAK is preparing emergency posts in each district of North Sulawesi Province, but they are not yet functional.

The assessment conducted by the WHO Consultant over the course of the past week reports there is no inter-sectoral coordination on disaster preparedness in North Sulawesi Province. The health emergency response operational status is as follows:

· Human resource capacity is weak in all units. 

· Supporting equipment such as computers, telephones, fax machines and radio communication is limited.
· The command posts are located at the Provincial Health Office in Manado with supporting posts located in each District Health Office.

· Health sector technical support will mainly provided by Sam Ratulangi University in Manado. 

Some DHOs began disaster training for local youth and health staff following the recent floods and landslides in the area. While the trainers are committed to the programme, they lack the necessary equipment and supplies for adequate disaster preparedness.
Contacts in Indonesia

	No
	Name
	Designation
	Organization 
	Contact phone
	Fax
	E-mail

	1
	Dr. Rustam S. Pakaya, MPH
	Head of Department 
	Crisis Centre
(PPK) MOH
	021-5265043

0812 960 2324
	021-5271111
	ppmk02@yahoo.com

	2
	Dr. Kyaw Win (Vijay Nath)
	Medical Officer
	EHA, WHO
	0811 933 821
	021-5201164
	wink@who.or.id



Source of Information 

Information is gathered from the following sources and can be used for reference, but should not be used for quotation as situations change quickly at the field level.

1. WHO

2. The Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System

3. North Sulawesi Provincial Health Office

4. Local and international news media
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