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16 June 2006

HEALTH METRICS NETWORK
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

ROUND 2

Background 

The Health Metrics Network (HMN) is a global partnership whose mission is to champion and facilitate better health information at country, regional, and global levels. Partners include developing countries, multilateral and bilateral agencies, foundations, global health funds, and technical experts. Most importantly, HMN seeks to bring together health and statistical constituencies in order to build capacity and expertise and enhance the availability, quality, dissemination, and use of data for decision-making.  HMN offers limited catalytic funding to countries to enable enhanced generation, analysis and use of health information for evidence-based decision making.
Round 1

The Health Metrics Network issued a first call for proposals on 18 May 2005 (during the launch at the World Health Assembly 2005). In total, 63 proposals from 58 countries were received and after review by an Independent Review Committee (IRC) and endorsement by the HMN Board, 41 countries were awarded grants ranging from USD50,000 to USD500,000.  For the list of countries and the amounts awarded please log on to www.who.int/healthmetrics/news/en/.
Round 2 
The Health Metrics Network now calls for proposals for Round 2.  Based on experiences from Round 1, there have been significant modifications to both the application process and the amount of funding countries are eligible to receive.  
The aim of this next round of funding is to enable interested countries to formulate a sound health information system development plan that is aligned with HMN standards, around which governments, development partners, donors, and funds can coordinate their investments. Round 2 grants are thus focused on assisting eligible countries to; identify and convene country stakeholders from health, statistics and development agencies; undertake an assessment of the current system using the HMN Toolkit; and compose a comprehensive, prioritized, costed and financed development plan (guidelines for such plans will be available from HMN by September 2006).  The funding ceiling for Round 2 proposals is limited to a maximum of USD 50,000 for 1 year.
In order to streamline the grant application process, a simple online application has been developed with explicit directions on the necessary information required for consideration, including additional documentation.  The grant application form is designed to reduce further grant negotiation, once the awards have been announced. The application can be found at www.healthmetricsnetwork.org.  
The deadline for receipt of submissions is 31st August 2006.  It is anticipated that formal agreements for HMN support will be in place by November 2006. 

Who can apply? 

Eligible countries for Round 2 are those low and middle income countries not in receipt of HMN support in Round 1. Only one proposal per one country is accepted, and HMN strongly favours proposals submitted by a group of relevant stakeholders working together. Please consult the Guidelines for Country Applications: Round 2 (www.who.int/healthmetrics/about/guidelines2.doc), for more detailed information. 
Further information 

For further information or clarification, please contact the Health Metrics Network Secretariat

World Health Organization

Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 791 5494
Fax:  +41 22 791 5855
E-mail: healthmetrics@who.int
All applicants are encouraged to consult the HMN home page (www.healthmetricsnetwork.org) to access the complete directory of HMN documents, particularly the Guidelines for Country Applications: Round 2.
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