HINARI Access to Research in Health programme 

Authoring Skills ‘Intellectual Property – 
Copyright and Plagiarism’ Exercises
Assignment: 

1)  Answer the multiple choice and true/false questions.  
2) Write a brief answer to the three plagiarism scenarios.
1. Plagiarism is: (Choose all that apply) 

a.  Rearranging a few words from another source and using it as your own idea. 

b.  Copying and pasting a small quote and giving its author credit with a footnote. 

c.  Using your teacher’s lecture ideas in your research paper with proper attribution. 

d.  Copying a paragraph from an encyclopedia without citing the source. 

e. Having another student write a paper which you present as your own original work. 

2. Which of the following does NOT require original author credit: (Choose all that apply) 

a.  Common knowledge, e.g. George Washington was the first president of the U.S.A.
b.  Quoting from your favorite movie in your research paper with no credit referenced. 

c.  Facts from a U.S. Government website to make a graph for your class presentation. 

d.  Presenting facts from a neighborhood newspaper article about a local school event. 

e.  All of the above. 

3.  Paraphrasing is a legitimate way (with author credit) to borrow from a source when: 

a.  It is your own wording of specific information and ideas expressed by another author. 

b.  It is a very detailed restatement of another author centered on only a single main idea. 

c.  It summarizes an entire book chapter or journal article without any particular main idea. 

d.  All of the choices above are utilized. 

e.  Only choices A. and B. are utilized. 

4. Which methods are an example of plagiarism: 

a.  Rearranging a few words from another source and using it as your own idea. 

b.  Documenting the sources you use in your research paper. 

c.  Keeping good notes on where you found specific ideas for your paper. 

d.  Using quotation marks around exact quotes used in your research. 

e.  Providing a list of sources used at the end of your research paper. 

5. Anything you create is copyrighted the moment it is written, recorded, or copied. 

True       False 

6.  All music and images on the web are available for unlimited copying without author permission. 

             True        False 
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7.  Michael is conducting a research for a new drug for his pharmaceutical company. If the drug is successful the company will stand to make millions of dollars and Michael will receive a bonus and a job promotion. However, the trial results are not as promising as expected. In his research report, Michael decides to omit the results of the population who least benefited from the drug thus making a more positive results for the drug. Furthermore, Michael writes that the drug is so promising that there are virtually no negative side effects when the studies showed the exact opposite.

 

a. What’s wrong with this scenario?

b. Where is the plagiarism?

c. What are the ethical implications?

 

 

9)   It is Sunday night and John forgot to write up his chemistry lab report that is due on Monday. Knowing that his roommate wrote the same lab report last semester under a different instructor, John takes his roommate’s report and puts his name on it and turns it in as his own work.

 

a. What’s wrong with this scenario?

b. What should the course instructor do?

 

10) Mary is writing a report on butterflies. She cites her sources from well known books in the field of Lepidopterology. She finds a website on the internet that has very useful information so she ‘copies & pastes’ the information into her paper without citing the website. Additionally, Mary visits the local natural history museum and interviews the curator on a specific species of butterfly and uses this information in her paper but does not mention their conversation in her report. She summarizes the rest of the sources. 

a. Is this acceptable? 

b. List the examples of plagiarism
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