HINARI Access to Research in Health programme 

HINARI - Authorship Skills Training Modules

Overview:

The Authorship Skills modules initially were requested by participants at HINARI workshops.  They had learned how to access to numerous HINARI resources but were not as knowledgeable about how to publish their research outcomes.  These modules address many of the issues in the publishing process and are geared toward researchers in low-income countries.  All the modules include hands-on activities or group discussions.

Duration:

The completion of all the modules will take 4-6 hours of instruction depending on the number of exercises finished.
Modules:

How to Write a Scientific Paper, the initial module, discusses key elements of publishing (ethical issues, style and language, structure and components of paper including structured abstracts, the article submission process including peer review and author vs. reader priorities.   It also includes an Appendix that summarizes the publishing process from a low-income country author’s perspective.  The extensive exercises include assignments to write a structured abstract, designate keywords and, from abstracts of articles, decide which journal an article should be submitted to.
Intellectual Property – Copyright and Plagiarism reviews a definition of intellectual property and how it links to copyright and plagiarism.  It then discusses copyright (overview, guidelines and resources) and plagiarism (background, guidelines and examples).  The exercises review the material and also ask the participants to identify plagiarism in several documents.
Strategies for Effective Writing discusses the integrated topics of using concrete words and building forceful sentences and then reviews the writing process and editing & proofreading.  The slides include examples of how to write more effectively and the exercises reinforce these concepts.
The Web  Bibliography contains annotated links to WWW based, full-text information on how to conduct ethical research, write a scientific paper, write a structured abstract, prepare manuscripts for submission and write footnotes and bibliographies.  These links give the participants valuable resources that are available on the Internet.
Frequently Asked Questions, the final module, is based on questions developed by a librarian in a low-income country.  These questions are used as the basis for a discussion among the participants that often is quite lively.
For further information, you can look at all the modules at http://www.who.int/hinari/training/authorshipskills/en/index.html 
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