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What is
“community”?

Entering the Community

Notice that it is not only the commercial sex workers themselves
that make up the social structure of their community. As you have
seen above, the residential CSWs social structure is made up of the
owner, manager, chairlady, deputy chairlady and policing agent. In
addition, we identified both the clients and partners (boyfriends) of

. the CSWs to be important parts of the social structure. Without

their cooperation, the women will not be able to consistently use
condoms. We also feel it is important to include children, since
many of the CSWs have their children living with them in the
hotels or visiting them from time to time. Often there z:e chemists
or injectionists who live near the hotels or yisit them regularly to
provide services to the women living there. All of these people
mzke up tha social structure of the hotel community.
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Before we begin to talk about entering into the CSW comunity, it
may be helpful to talk a little about communities. Just what is “a
community”, anyway? Are all the people that live in your town a
community? How about all the people that live in your neighbour-
hood? We would like you to be very careful about how you use the
word “community”. A community is not simply a group of people
that live in close proximity to each other. Being physically close
enough to have frequent, meaningful contact is an important part of
being a community, but it is not all. In order for a community of
people to exist, there must be some social structure, and some
relationship between the people setting the norms, roles and pat-
terns of behaviour that are acceptable for the group. There must be
a sense of “common good” among the members of the group. “Com-
munity” is not necessarily where you live, but rather something

| “thata group of people together can achieve. These ideas are impor-

tant to keep in mind as you begin your work with CSWs. Never
assume that because a group of CSWs live together in the same
hotel or work together in-the same bar they are a community.
There is a struggle for survival going on among these women, and
they are fiercely competitive. There is not always the idea of a
“common good” among them. You must search deeper, and assist
with the building and/or strengthening of what community does
exist. '
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Fostering As was stated earlier, you can never assume that just because
Community people live together, they are functioning as a community, Letus - ¢

Life give you an example of how “community” developed in t}e hotels in
Calabar:

8 m S R ———
AIDS Prevention with CSWs )

Entering the Commuriity

-

&





