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Overview
Forum Sessions

Forum sessions have produced documents, reports and adopted recommendations aimed at providing guidance, setting priorities and coordinating and building partnerships on a wide range of topics in chemical safety activity; of particular note are:

Forum I (1994)

Priorities for Action provided initial guidance to governments and other stakeholder for the implementation of Agenda 21, Chapter 19 by elaborating the basic requirements for chemicals management at the national level (e.g. national profiles, interministerial coordinating mechanisms) and international levels, and set priorities and timelines for action in the other programme areas.

Forum II (1997)

Guided and stimulated international efforts on several topics including: 

GHS: agreement to more forward as non-binding international instrument and undertake work to define the scope 

EDCs: recommendations outlining immediate work to address the emerging issue such as the preparation of a state of the science report, development of a database of ongoing research and delineation of testing guideline requirements.

Rio +5: At its second meeting, the Forum took stock of accomplishments and noted where progress has been slow or non-existent on its recommendations, charting its direction for the next three years. The outcome of its review was presented in a President’s Progress Report to a special session of the UN General Assembly convened in June 1997 (Rio +5), five years after the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), to review progress and priorities in implementing Agenda 21.
Forum III (2000)

Adopted the Bahia Declaration a statement reaffirming commitment to the Rio Declaration and  recommitting to the challenges for chemical safety set in 1992 at Rio and Priorities for Action Beyond 2000 revising and updating the 1994 Priorities for Action. To enable real achievement, the revised and updated Priorities were by agreement fewer in number, more focused and measurable.

- UNEP Governing Council: endorsed the IFCS Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action as the foundation for the further development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management (UNEP GC  Decision SS.VII/3, February 2002)

- World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Plan of Implementation (September 2002) cites the Bahia Declaration and IFCS Priorities for Action as the basis for the development of a new international framework for the sound management of chemicals – the strategic approach to international chemicals management  (SAICM) - and includes specific action items in support of several of the Priorities.

Forum IV (2003)

" Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) - Forum IV Thought Starter Report to SAICM PrepCom1, 9-13 November 2003"
 (IFCS/FORUM-III/13w Revision 2 and SAICM/PREPCOM.1/INF/3). 

This document as a compilation of issues and views concerning gaps in present global chemicals policy, obstacles, opportunities and enablers for change, financing and coordination provided an analytical framework for SAICM discussions.

Forum IV recommendations on children and chemical safety, occupational safety and health, hazard data generation and availability, acutely toxic pesticides, capacity building and addressing the widening gap among countries in following chemical safety policies, together with the IFCS Priorities for Action beyond 2000, provided the foundation for the SAICM Global Plan of Action and contributed to the SAICM Overarching Policy Statement.

Forum V (2006)

The Forum adopted recommendations and agreed actions on a number of priority topics; these support the implementation of SAICM and the work of other chemicals-related organizations and institutions: 

· "The Budapest Statement on Mercury, Lead and Cadmium" which recognized that the risks posed by these metals requires further action at all levels and called for a range of specific efforts; 

· applying precaution in domestic chemicals management decision-making processes: tools and approaches for applying precaution in domestic chemicals management decision-making processes were presented and discussed and the Forum identified a series of potential next steps to assist countries in this area; 

· toys and chemical safety - actions for designers, manufacturers, decision makers in supply and sales and governments and regulators to ensure that toys are safe including work to fill the information gaps and working towards developing guidance for toy safety and harmonized international standards.
Forum VI

The Sixth Session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (Forum VI) will be held from Monday 15 to Friday 19 September 2008 hosted by the Government of Senegal, in Dakar. The theme of Forum VI will be Contributing to the 2020 Goal. The Forum VI Agenda includes the following topics: 

· Nanotechnology and nanomaterials: opportunities and challenges

· Substitution and alternatives 

· International transport of lead and cadmium via trade: an international concern?

· Ecologically based Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Vector Management: key elements of pesticide risk reduction strategies

Intersessional Group Meetings (1995, 1996, 1998)

Provided mechanism for in depth discussions on a range of priority topics including: prior informed consent procedure (PIC) – moving from a voluntary mechanism to a legally binding instrument, illegal international traffic, PRTRs, capacity building, information exchange mechanisms, disposal of obsolete stockpiles, strategy for the disposal of PCBs. 

(see  Achievements at ISG1, ISG2 and ISG)
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants: 

Assessment Reports prepared at the request of UNEP Governing Council in 1996 (IFCS Experts Meeting, Manila 17-19 June 1996 and IFCS ad hoc Working Group on POPs Meeting, Manila 21-22 June 1996) provided the basis for international negotiations that led to the adoption of the POPs Convention.

Framework for Management of PCBs (2001)

Guidance prepared by an ad hoc working group of the Forum Standing Committee to support voluntary actions recommended by the IFCS ad hoc Working Group on POPs.
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM)
As co-convenor of the SAICM process and the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM), IFCS was in a unique position to support efforts to develop a SAICM, given its broad mandate regarding chemicals management and its participatory, multi-sectoral approach. Following the IFCS model, a key feature of the SAICM process was its engagement of all sectors of society with an interest in chemical safety. SAICM was discussed extensively during the Fourth Session of the IFCS (Forum IV) held just prior to the first SAICM preparatory committee meeting (Prep Com1) in Bangkok (1-7 November 2003). These discussions resulted in a Forum IV "Thought Starter" Report to SAICM PrepCom1. This document, provided substantive input into the SAICM process as a compilation of issues and views concerning gaps in present global chemicals policy, obstacles, opportunities and enablers for change, financing and coordination. It aimed to provide an analytical framework for SAICM discussions. The Forum IV recommendations and agreed actions on thematic topics together with the Bahia Declaration and IFCS Priorities for Action beyond 2000 served as the foundation for the SAICM Global Plan of Action and Overarching Policy Strategy. IFCS responded to the specific requests of the PrepCom and Regional Groups contributing meeting papers and as well as conference room papers on a range of topics such as Capacity Building Assistance for Chemical Safety: A Perspective of Donor Institutions and Development Assistance Agencies, Implementation of Chemical Safety Policies Addressing the Widening Gap, Thought Starter on Vision, Goals and Objectives, International Framework for Chemicals Management: Key Lessons from the IFCS Experience, and International Aspects of Chemicals Management post-SAICM adoption – Tracking progress, promoting implementation and follow-up. The contributed papers are available on the IFCS website.
Addressing the widening gap among countries in following chemical safety policies
Proposal For A New Initiative To Facilitate Strengthening Country Capacity For The Sound Management Of Chemicals - Prepared by an IFCS meeting of experts
The Forum IV session on addressing the widening gap between developed countries and developing countries in their ability to pursue chemical safety policies at Forum IV brought the issue to the forefront of international efforts to strengthen chemicals management work. Forum IV recommended that a systematic process to strengthen the sound management of chemicals in countries with an expressed need be implemented. The development and implementation of the process is to be done in active partnership with those working in the area and will enhance their on-going efforts. The Forum Standing Committee, mandated by Forum IV to decide on the modalities for the process, convened a meeting of experts to prepare a proposal for the process. The outcome of the expert group’s deliberations was a proposal for the establishment and implementation of the "process" outlining the suggested functions and working methods as well as an initial pilot project. The issue and the recommendations of the IFCS meeting of experts are reflected in the SAICM documents adopted at the International Conference on Chemicals Management (Overarching Policy Strategy and Global Plan of Action (ICCM, 4-6 February 2006).
President's Progress Reports 

Reports were prepared based on an established national  reporting process in 1997 (CSD and Rio+5), 2000, 2003, 2005 on the progress in the implementation of the Priorities for Action, Forum recommendations and other work supporting the implementation of Agenda 21, Chapter 19.

.

Information Exchange Network on Capacity Building for the Sound Management of Chemicals (INFOCAP)
INFOCAP is an internet-based gateway  to information on capacity building for the sound management of chemicals. The general objective of INFOCAP is to enhance effective coordination and cooperation among countries and organizations which are providing or receiving assistance related to the sound management of chemicals.  Its purpose is to facilitate the systematic exchange and public accessibility of information and experiences which are relevant to all aspects of capacity building projects for the sound management of chemicals. INFOCAP can also contribute to the integration of chemicals related issues in other national development strategies. IFCS managed the development and served as the host for INFOCAP in its initial phase. INFOCAP has been transferred to the SAICM secretariat for its administration under its information clearinghouse function.

Resource guides for implementing Forum recommendation and ageed actions on:

· Acutely Toxic Pesticides: A global Guide to Resources
· Acute Pesticides Poisoning: a proposed classification tool
· Chemical Safety and Children’s Health, Protecting the world’s children from harmful chemical exposures: a global guide to resources   

· Occupational Safety & Health - Global Guide to Resources



Substitution and alternatives: case studies, examples and tools 

(web portal to information and resources)

Applying precaution in the context of chemical safety: tools, case examples and selected references
(web portal to information and resources)

Managing Chemicals in a Changing Climate


The emerging and unprecedented public health threat of accelerating climate change may significantly alter global and local development, use, distribution, and degradation of chemicals in ways that could affect human health. Little has been published to date addressing issues of climate change and chemical safety. This brochure explores how climate change may alter human exposure to chemicals, identify who may be at particular risk of harm, and suggest actions that can be taken now to reduce adverse health impacts. (English, French, Spanish)

Videos
· Chemical Safety in a Vulnerable World  

rap video prepared by IFCS; multiple languages contributed by IFCS participants

· POPS. Protecting children, our most precious resources 

Prepared by the Government of Uruguay, WHO, PAHO and IFCS
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