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Accomplishments of the IFCS
from the perspective of public interest, trade unions and science NGOs

· provided the mechanism for public interest, professional NGOs and other non governmental sectors represented in the Forum to engage with other sectors (health, trade unions, environment and other governmental sectors) as stakeholders on chemical safety issues in a more constructive, non-confrontational and cooperative manner.

· facilitated meaningful multi-sectoral and interregional interaction at the ground level,  accelerating though this collaboration, the installation of the processes and intervention actions in the field and introduction of policy measures at the local, provincial, national and regional level. 

· introduced an approach allowing developed and developing countries and countries with economies in transition to appreciate and understand holistically the needs, capacities and options of  various stakeholders, and at the same time enhancing a more efficient administration of financial, intellectual and technical capacities. 

· called the attention of different stakeholders to topics that otherwise would not have been put forward for facilitated transfer of knowledge and sharing of successful experiences.

· enhanced the capacities at the local and regional levels, creating and facilitating the sharing of innovative tools and the implementation of polices and field strategies that allow stakeholders to reach common goals with the existing or minimal resources. 

· identified and mobilized a tremendous amount of in-kind contributions (e.g., financial, local and regional capacities) from different stakeholders, contributing to the work to address chemical safety issues and adopting a “fast track” approach to implement agreements, recommendations and treaties. 

· facilitated communication and interaction among all stakeholders at the national level (between government and non-government, among government agencies, and among non-government stakeholders ) involved in chemical safety and related issues (such as health, environment, education, labor, trade). 

· helped raise the awareness of all stakeholders and constituencies on chemical safety and environmental health issues. 

· helped raise and keep the issues of chemical safety high in the political agenda of national and in some instances, local governments.

· enhanced the capacity of professional organizations and also non-government organizations to take up chemical safety issues among their constituencies. 

· enhanced the capacity of government, non-government and professional organizations to conceptualize and implement projects related to chemical safety issues. 

· raised the capacities of both governmental and non-governmental organizations to address local problems related to chemical safety. 

· enhanced the capacity of NGOs with limited financial and technical resources to participate in global initiatives, gain recognition and support from international organizations (including IGOs) and to access international institution and donors in addressing chemical safety issues at the local and international levels increasing the financial and technical capacity especially in the south .
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