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OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
ON THE SITUATION AND ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA OF TRANSPORT OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES 
Hazardous chemical substances, which pose a threat to health and life of people, animals, flora, and /or components of the environment due to their toxicity, inflammability, explosiveness, infectiousness, radioactivity or other properties, may be transported only upon meeting specific requirements.    
Only the hazardous chemical substances specified in the European ADR Convention on international road transport of hazardous items may be transported and only when meeting the requirements set out in the Convention. 

When transporting hazardous chemical substances, the carrier is obliged to have necessary technical equipment and special vehicles manufactured for this type of transport – vehicles the construction, equipment and operation of which are intended and approved for the transport of hazardous items.  Vehicle crews and other persons participating in loading and unloading of hazardous items or handling of the same must be trained.   

In order to carry out the transport of hazardous items without any danger, the sender shall notify the hauler of possible consequences of exposure to hazardous items, the mechanism of their effects, steps that must be necessarily taken, and  necessary measures that are to be executed in case of a motor vehicle accident in order to reduce its consequences. The hauler shall prepare an accompanying document and written instructions for each transport. 
All legal regulations of the European Union have already been implemented into the legal regulations of the Slovak Republic concerning the transport of hazardous chemical substances.  

International road transport performed by domestic haulers 

Domestic haulers are authorized to carry on entrepreneurial activities in the area of international road transport provided that they have at least 2 years of practical experience with intrastate transport and are financially reliable. 

To perform any international road transport from the  territory of the  Slovak Republic to the territory of another country it is necessary to obtain an entry permit issued by the country concerned, through the  territory of which the transport route leads, or a permit issued by an international organisation that the Slovak Republic is a member of in case the transport route leads through the territory of a member state of such an organisation (hereinafter referred to as the „transport permit“) unless an international treaty stipulates otherwise. 
Foreign haulers within the international road transport 

Foreign haulers carrying on international road transport may develop their activities in the territory of the Slovak Republic if they meet the requirements stipulated by the Road Transport Act and international treaties binding upon the Slovak Republic.  

A foreign hauler may perform transport to a place within the territory of the Slovak Republic or from such a place, or through the territory of the Slovak Republic to the territory of another country based on a transport licence or transport permit unless an international treaty, decision of a an international organisation that the Slovak Republic is a member of, or a decision of the ministry stipulate that transport may be performed also without a transport permit.  

The transport between two places within the territory of the Slovak Republic may be performed by a foreign hauler only based on a prior permit issued by the ministry. A permit may be granted for a single trip or repeated transport which is determined by the number of trips or the time during which an unlimited number of trips may be performed. A natural person or legal entity with permanent residence or registered office in the territory of a member state, who is a holder of a licence issued by the Community, may perform transport between two places [in the Slovak Republic] as a part of combined transport without a prior permit granted by the ministry.    

Legal regulations of the Slovak Republic in the area of transport of hazardous chemical substances 
            ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ROAD TRANSPORT 

The rights and obligations in the area of road transport, road freight transport, and international road transport are set out in the Road Transport Act. The act stipulates the obligations of the sender, hauler, and consignee, the obligation to appoint a security advisor and the advisor’s tasks, the activities within expert supervision and correction actions, powers of the persons authorized to perform expert supervision, and fines and offences within the transport of hazardous items.       

Entrepreneurial activities within the road transport may be carried on only based on a permit issued by an administrative authority. Relevant qualification represents a special precondition for issue of the permit.  
The road transport of chemical substances may be performed only by freight vehicles and based on a transport contract or another contract and only by means of vehicles that are manufactured, intended, and approved for transport of such items under an international treaty and special regulations.  

The details concerning implementation of the Road Transport Act are provided for in a decree that, besides other things, contains also the following:  

· an inspection record used to check the road transport of hazardous items, 
· a specimen standardized offences and sanctions report form that is to be submitted to a determined commission,   

· a specimen inspector card allowing the holder to perform expert supervision under section 34 of act no. 168/1996 Coll. of the  National Council of the  Slovak Republic, as amended, 

· a template for the accompanying letter for the transport of hazardous items.  

On 22 January 2008 the Slovak Republic ratified the Protocol to the Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR) that became valid for the Slovak Republic on 20 May 2008. Pursuant to the Constitution of the Slovak Republic, this is an international treaty that prevails over other acts. 

Inspection and supervision 
The expert supervision provided by the Ministry of Transport, Post and Telecommunications of the Slovak Republic determines whether: 

· the hauler, sender, and consignee comply with the obligations under the Road Transport Act, international treaties, and special regulations applicable to road transport performance, technical equipment, and vehicle crews.  
CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES AND CHEMICAL PREPARATIONS 

The fundamental legal regulation valid in the Slovak Republic related to import and export of chemical substances is the Act on Chemical Substances and Chemical Preparations. The Act determines the conditions for placing of chemical substances, chemical preparations, and detergents on the market, including their import and export.   

Entrepreneurs may import selected hazardous chemical substances or selected hazardous chemical preparations, the use of which is limited due to their effects on the life and health of people and the environment, only based on the Ministry of Economy’s consent to their placing on the market.    

Based on the recommendations of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment or the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Economy decides whether import of a selected hazardous chemical substance or selected hazardous chemical preparation will be permitted with certain limitations or prohibited. The information about the limited use of selected hazardous chemical substances or preparations and the ban on their placing on the market are notified to relevant international authorities and a relevant authority of the country of export along with relevant reasoning.   

The Ministry of Economy will issue a permit for import of selected hazardous chemical substances or preparations that negatively affect the life and health of people and the environment only upon a prior opinion provided by the Ministry of Health or Ministry of Environment. Similarly, the Ministry of Economy will issue a permit for import of selected hazardous chemical substances or preparations only based on a prior opinion provided by the Ministry of Agriculture.    

Entrepreneurs are not obliged to apply for permission to put selected hazardous chemical substances or preparations on the market with the Ministry of Economy if such substances or preparations are imported or exported for the purposes of scientific research or technologically oriented research and development and if their amounts do not exceed 100 kg per calendar year or per one scientific research facility.    

It is not allowed to place on the market the hazardous chemical substances or hazardous chemical preparations the use of which is prohibited.  

Import or export of selected hazardous chemical substances and preparations may be performed only upon submission of the reference number assignment certificate and accompanying documents to customs authorities. 

Within the prior informed consent procedure (PIC procedure) the relevant authorities of the country of import or the country of export assess the data provided by the entrepreneur applying for the PIC procedure and they review the possibilities for import, export, and placing on the market of selected hazardous chemical substances or preparations.   

The list of selected hazardous chemical substances and preparations subject to the PIC procedure is released by the Ministry of Economy in its bulletin. 

Laundry and cleaning detergents containing the surface-active substances the biological degradability of which may lead to damage to or pollution of the environment must be neither used nor placed on the market. 

The entrepreneur who puts into circulation a laundry detergent or cleaning detergent with a new surface-active substance is obliged to have the biological degradability examined by an authorized entity that is a holder of the Good Laboratory Practice Certificate.  

Such accredited entity shall provide the Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment, and Ministry of Agriculture with the written information confirming execution of tests. In the event that these tests confirm the relevant values of biological degradability of the surface-active substance contained in the laundry detergent or cleaning detergent, the accredited entity shall file a motion for the ban on placing of such detergent on the market with a relevant control authority.    

In the Slovak Republic, the performance of the state administration in the area of placing of chemical substances and preparations on the market is controlled by the Ministry of Economy. 
Inspection and supervision 
The Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, and the National Labour Inspectorate perform the control of compliance with the Act on Chemical Substances and Chemical Preparations. The inspection authorities perform inspection in mutual cooperation and they proceed in compliance with a special regulation.   

BIOCIDAL PRODUCTS 
The act stipulating the conditions for placing of biocidal products on the market sets out the rights and obligations of entrepreneurs related to placing of biocidal products on the market and the requirements for authorization and registration of launch of such products. 

According to this act, the entrepreneur intending to import a biocidal product or a low-risk biocidal product  with the aim to put the same on the  market is obliged to submit to the customs authority a customs declaration along with a decision on authorization or registration of the biocidal product issued by the  Centre for Chemical Substances and Preparations, based on which the biocidal product or the  low-risk biocidal product may be imported, or such an entrepreneur is to submit a written declaration stating that the biocidal product or low-risk biocidal product is intended exclusively only for research, development or testing in compliance with given requirements.    

A list of active substances eligible to be included into the List of Biocidal Products, a list of low-risk active substances eligible to be included into the List of Low-Risk Biocidal Products, and the List of Basic Substances are released by the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic in its bulletin based on a resolution issued by the European Commission.    

In the Slovak Republic, the performance of the state administration in the area of placing of biocidal products and low-risk biocidal products on the market is controlled by the Ministry of Economy. The state administration in the area of placing of biocidal products and low-risk biocidal products on the market is performed by the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Economy, Slovak Commercial Inspection, customs authorities, and the Centre.    

Inspection and supervision 
Pursuant to a special regulation, the Slovak Commercial Inspection is an inspection authority that inspects compliance of entrepreneurs with provisions of the Act on Placing of Biocidal Products on the Market. 

Customs authorities will not release any imported biocidal product into a proposed customs regimen without a decision on authorization of the biocidal product or registration of the low-risk biocidal product  or without the importer’s declaration stating that the biocidal product or low-risk biocidal product is intended exclusively only for the purposes of research, development or testing. In the customs declaration the entrepreneur shall state the number of the authorization decision or the number of the decision on registration under which the Centre registers a given product. In case of doubts, customs authorities may request that the Centre provide technical assistance.     

PREPARATIONS INTENDED FOR HEALTH PROTECTION 
The fundamental framework for plant protection preparations on the European level is the Council’s Directive no 91/414/EEC of 15 July 1991 that provides for placing of plant protection preparations on the market, which has been fully transposed into Slovak legislation.  

In the Slovak Republic the requirements for placing of plant protection preparations and other preparations on the market are set out in the Phytosanitary Care Act and the Decree stipulating the details of population protection against effects of hazardous substances. The act stipulates also the obligations of importers and exporters.    

Pursuant to this act, these preparations may be placed on the market only by registration holders. Other natural persons or legal entities, who have not registered such preparations yet, may place these preparations on the market only after having applied for registration. 

The list of registered plant protection preparations and other preparations is released in the Bulletin of the Ministry of Agriculture at least once a year. The list is available also at www.uksup.sk.   

The Inspection Authority will register a plant protection preparation that is registered in another member state or a state that is a party to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Area, and the active substances of which are included in the List of Permitted Active Substances.  

Importers and exporters of plants, plant products or other items are to secure their transport in a manner preventing them from being affected by harmful organisms, and are to prevent possible spread of harmful organisms from such shipments.  

Therefore plants, plant products, and other items of vegetal origin must be accompanied by an internationally recognized official document during the transport, so called Phyto-Sanitary Certificate, which proves their health status and origin. In case of import and transit the phyto-sanitary certificate is issued by the phytosanitary authority of the country of origin and in case of export into a third country this certificate is issued by the Central Controlling and Testing Institute in Agriculture. 
It is forbidden to place plant protection preparations and other preparations on the market plant through a vending machine, market place, self-service sale, and in retail packing if such preparations are classified as very toxic. It is forbidden to place on the market and use seeds and wood treated by a plant protection preparation which contains an active substance or a combination of active substances that are not contained in any registered preparation intended for plant protection.  
In the Slovak Republic, the performance of the state administration in the area of phytosanitary care is controlled by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Inspection and supervision 
The phyto-sanitary inspector performs 

a) phytosanitary inspection of the health status, identity, and documents during transport, import, export, and transit of plants, vegetal products or other items, 

b) inspection concerning placing on the market and use of plant protection preparations and other preparations.   

The phytosanitary inspection performed during the transport of plants, vegetal products or other items into third countries focuses on compliance with special requirements of the country of destination and all countries through which plants, vegetal products or other items are transported; this does not apply to the phytosanitary requirements of member states.    

WASTES
For the transport of hazardous wastes it is necessary to obtain an approval granted by the state administration authorities in charge of waste management if the waste holder handles more than 100 kg of waste per year or if a carrier transports more than 100 kg of hazardous waste per year.  

When transporting hazardous waste, the sender, carrier, and the receiving party are obliged to confirm the hazardous waste accompanying letter that is to be sent by the receiving party to the sending party and to the Local Environmental Authority (or the Regional Environmental Authority) within 10 days after taking over the hazardous waste.   

The following is forbidden:  
a) import of the wastes determined for disposal except for the import of the wastes created during a passive refining process where the wastes are subject to the refining, 

b) export of the wastes determined for disposal except for the export to the countries that are members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development and parties to the Basel Convention unless an international treaty, to which the Slovak Republic is a party, stipulates otherwise. This exception shall not apply in case a facility for waste disposal with a sufficient capacity and of comparable technical level is located in the territory of the  Slovak Republic,     

c) export of the hazardous wastes determined for recycling except for the export into the countries that are members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 

d) import of the wastes determined for incineration, including its use as a fuel, or to obtain energy in another way in compliance with item R1 of Annex 2 except for the  import of the waste created within passive refining process where the wastes are the subject to the refining, and except for import of the waste determined for recycling from the member countries; as concerns the import performed after 31 December 2002, this exception applies only when the recycling is to be carried out in a facility approved and operated under a special regulation, 

e) export of the wastes included in the Green List of Wastes and determined for recycling.     

The party applying for cross-border transport of wastes shall give security before commencement of the transport of the wastes that are included in the Yellow List of Wastes and Red List of Wastes across the state border. The security is to serve to settle the costs associated with return of such wastes across the state border and its disposal in case the party receiving the wastes refuses to accept it. The party applying for cross-border transport of wastes shall prove compliance with this requirement before a waste import permit or waste export permit is issued.    

The party applying for cross-border transport of wastes shall submit to the Ministry a confirmation of wastes acceptance issued by the receiving party and this without any undue delay but no later than within 30 days following the transport. If the party applying for cross-border transport fails to execute the transport, the party shall submit to the Ministry a binding declaration stating that the transport will not be performed. In both cases the Ministry will grant its consent to termination of the security given under clause 3 and this without any undue delay but no later than within 10 days after submission of the confirmation of waste acceptance by the receiving party or declaration of transport cancellation.     

In case wastes with identical physical and chemical properties are transported across the state borders regularly to the  same receiving party and via the same route, the  party applying for cross-border transport may use a summary application; such application may cover the wastes shipped during one year a maximum. The Ministry of Environment may condition the issue of a waste transit permit based on a summary application by submission of additional information.   

If the composition of waste is different than stated in the summary application or the requirements applicable to waste shipments are not complied with, the Ministry of Environment will cancel the waste transit permit issued based on the summary application; the Ministry will notify cancellation of the application to relevant involved authorities.   

The Wastes Act defines also unpermitted (illegal) transport of wastes across the state border as the wastes transport that:   

a) was performed without a notice being sent to all relevant involved authorities in compliance with the Act, 

b) was performed without a permit issued by the Ministry provided its issue is required hereunder, 

c) was performed based on a permit issued by the Ministry that the party applying for cross-border transport had obtained based on false data or a fraud, 

d) was performed in contradiction with the requirements set out in the notice, 

e) resulted in recycling of wastes or their disposal in contradiction with generally binding legal regulations applicable to waste management or international treaties binding upon the  Slovak Republic, 

f) was performed in contradiction with the waste import ban. 

Annex no. 5 to the Wastes Act sets out also the limit values of permitted concentrations of lead and cadmium in wastes.   

Since 1 July 2001 importers of batteries, accumulators, and devices and appliances into which batteries and accumulators are built-in, have been obliged to ensure that these are marked with the symbols determined by the implementing regulation. The marking shall contain the data concerning separated collection and possible recycling and the data on the content of heavy metals contained in these products.    

The Ministry of Environment is the waste management central authority within the state administration.
Inspections and supervision 
The Inspection is the state supervision authority in charge of waste management. 

The Inspection
· is authorized to perform inspections within the framework of cross-border transport of wastes, at the place of creation of waste, at the notifying party’s place, the receiving party’s place, and border crossings. The Inspection is also authorized to check documents in compliance with special regulations 45) and in compliance with this Act, and to perform physical inspection of wastes and collect and analyze samples, 
· decides in case of a disputes whether a given product is or is not waste in respect of cross-border transport,  
· imposes fines. 
PROTECTION OF THE POPULATION AGAINST HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES 
If an extraordinary situation occurs within the transport of hazardous substances in the Slovak Republic and such emergency situation is accompanied by leak or spillage of hazardous substances, further steps are taken in compliance with provisions of Decree no. 533/2006 Coll. of the Ministry of Interior that stipulates the details of protection of the population against effects of hazardous substances. The Decree sets out also the details relevant for the carrier and hauler in respect of preparation and ensurance of protection for the persons that may be exposed to a threat. Pursuant to this Decree the haulers of hazardous substances must participate in notification, regulation of movement of persons and transportation means, elimination of hazardous substance leak spillage unless it falls under the competence of state administration authorities or municipalities; the haulers are to cooperate with the local authorities of the  state administration and villages within removal of consequences of an emergency situation connected with a leak of hazardous substances and this in the manner leading to elimination of the exposure.         
The Decree contains also the details concerning specification of the area subject to the exposure after occurrence of an emergency situation connected with hazardous substance leak or spillage. In case of transport of hazardous waste this area is determined and assessed according to the actual situation and depending on the amount and type of the hazardous substance concerned, meteorological situation, time of leak or spillage, and monitoring results. In case the type of hazardous substance is unknown, the emergency area is divided, for the purposes of immediate intervention, into:   

1. the area of direct exposure to hazardous substances, the outer border of which is at least 50 m away from the source of threat and is determined by the  centre angle of 360°, 
2. the protection zone, the  outer border of which is at least 100 m away from the  source of threat and is determined by the  centre angle of 360°, 
3. the area exposed to hazardous substance vapours, which is given as a 40-degree sector for the purposes of preliminary assessment and the  centre of which is oriented in the  direction of surface wind,   

4. the safe area within which no occurrence of hazardous substances is expected and which is at least 100 m away from the place of leak or spillage of the hazardous substance. 

The Slovak Environmental Inspection plays an important role in the removal of consequences of car accidents within the road freight transport especially where such accidents may have negative impacts on the environment and health of the population. In 2007 the Slovak Environment Inspection participated in the removal of consequences of car accidents always when called upon by the police and where occurrence of damage to the environment and human health was suspected.   

The Slovak Environment Inspection is equipped with mobile laboratories and determines, as necessary, the type and properties of transported substances as well as the substances that have leaked into the environment due to car accidents, and performs primary corrective actions in order to minimize the negative impacts of hazardous substances on the environment. By these activities the Ministry of Environment pursues prevention of occurrence of more severe damage to the environment and human health.    

In the year 2007 the transport of hazardous substances into the Slovak Republic as well as across the territory of the Slovak Republic to a place of destination was performed in compliance with valid multilateral treaties signed also by the Slovak Republic, laws of the Slovak Republic, and laws of the European Union.    

Slovak national legal regulations related to international treaties in the area of transport of hazardous substances 
               –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––-
ROTTERDAM CONVENTION
In addition to several legal regulations of the EU, the Act on Chemical Substances and Chemical Preparations implements also the relevant provision of the Rotterdam Convention through Directive no. 689/2008 of the European Parliament and Council, which regulates import and export of hazardous chemicals. The purpose of the Convention is to protect human health and the environment against possible damage caused by certain hazardous chemical substances and preparations intended for protection of plants.   

The Convention sets out the national decision-making process concerning their import and export and sending of such decisions to the parties to the Convention, determines the principles of the information exchange concerning hazardous chemical substances and their characteristics between the parties to the Convention.   
The Slovak Republic acceded to the Rotterdam Convention on 26 January 2007 in compliance with Article 26(2) of the Rotterdam Convention. The Convention became valid for the Slovak Republic on 26 April 2007, i.e. 90 days after depositing the ratification documents with the UN Depository. As at 1 June 2008, 120 countries were parties to the Convention.  

The Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic is the Slovak national authority for the purposes of the Rotterdam Convention.  

Currently, 39 prohibited or strictly limited chemical substances and pesticides listed in Annex III of the Rotterdam Convention are subject to the PIC procedure; this number includes 24 pesticides, 11 industrial chemical substances, and 4 other highly hazardous pesticides and biocides. The list of these substances and preparations forms an annex to the Convention. 

At the above mentioned working meetings the Slovak Republic continuously adopts decisions at the national level on selected hazardous chemical substances and preparations that are contained in a proposal of the Commission for adoption of a common resolution of all member states on the import of individual chemical substances in compliance with Decree no. 689/2008 of the European Parliament and Council that regulates the import and export of hazardous chemicals. 
These national resolutions represent final national decisions concerning the import of the substances subject to the PIC procedure under the above Decree of the European Parliament and Council. The Ministry of Economy, in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Health, actively participates in adoption of final resolutions. The Slovak Republic supports the activities related to these issues while focusing on protection of human health and life and the environment. 

STOCKHOLM CONVENTION 
The Act on Persistent Organic Substances implements the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and four related legal regulations of the EU. The aim of the Stockholm Convention is to protect human health and the environment against persistent organic pollutants.  

Pursuant to article 26 (1) the Stockholm Convention entered into force on 17 May 2004  and on the  same day it became valid also for the  Slovak Republic. 

The Slovak Environmental Agency is the Slovak national contact point for the Stockholm Convention (Decision no. 11/2006 – 4.4  of the Minister of Environment dated 29 March 2006 in view of Article 9 of the  Stockholm Convention on POPs) which secures information exchange within the Convention. The Convention contains five annexes.  

BASEL CONVENTION
The Slovak Wastes Act implements provisions of the Basel Convention on Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal that was signed in Basel on 22 March 1989. 

For the Czech and Slovak Federative Republic the Convention entered into force on 5 May 1992. Amendments to Annex I and Annexes VIII and IX (released under no. 132/2000 Coll.) became valid for the Slovak Republic on 6 November 1998.  

The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic is the Slovak national contact point for the Basel Convention.
The aim of the Basel Convention is to adopt necessary measures ensuring that handling of hazardous wastes and other wastes, including their transboundary movements and disposal, are in compliance with protection of human health and the environment regardless of where the place of their disposal is located. 
The Convention covers the following types of hazardous wastes:

a) the wastes belonging to any of the groups listed in Annex I to the Convention provided that they have some of the characteristics specified in Annex III to the  Convention,  

b) the wastes that are not included in clause (a) but the national legislation of a party to the Convention concerning their export, import or transport defines them as or considers them to be hazardous wastes and which are subject to the control of transboundary movement.  

The Basel Convention contains the list of the waste groups 

1. that are subject to the control (Annex  I.),
2. those that require special attention (Annex II.),
3. metal wastes and the wastes containing metals; wastes containing mainly inorganic components that may contain metals or organic materials; wastes containing mainly organic components that may contain metals and inorganic materials; wastes that may contain organic or inorganic components (Annex VIII, List A),  
These are the wastes that are characterised as hazardous under article 1(1) (a) of the Convention and their inclusion into this Annex does not exclude application of Annex III to prove that the waste is not hazardous (Annex VIII, List A). 

4. metal wastes and wastes containing metals; wastes containing mainly inorganic components that may contain metals and organic materials; wastes that may contain inorganic or organic components (Annex IX, List B). 
These wastes are not subject to Article 1(1) (a) of the Convention provided that they do not contain the materials set out in Annex I to the extent that causes manifestation of dangerous properties specified in Annex III.   

MONTREAL PROTOCOL
The requirements and regulatory measures of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (1987) have been implemented and incorporated into the Ozone Layer Protection Act and the regulation implementing this act. The import of controlled substances and products containing these substances into any country that is not a party to the Protocol has been prohibited. 

The Montreal protocol was adopted on 16 September 1987 at the Montreal Meeting and became valid on 1 January 1989. This protocol became valid for the Czech and Slovak Federative Republic on 30 December 1990. On 28 May 1993, the Slovak Republic notified its succession to the Protocol with effect from 1 January 1993.

The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic is the Slovak national contact point for the Montreal Protocol. 
The Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer adopted in 1985 was the predecessor and served as the legal basis for the Montreal Protocol.  
This Protocol was subject to several amendments and alterations – London Amendment (1990), Copenhagen Amendment (1992), Vienna Amendment (1995), Montreal Amendment (1998), and Beijing Amendment (1999). Besides other alterations, the  amendments to the  Montreal Protocol increased the number of controlled substances depleting the ozone layer, shortened the time given for limitation of their use, and determined the  deadlines for their full exclusion.    

The Slovak Republic is a party to all of the above international conventions in the area of the protection of the Earth’s ozone layer and fulfils all the undertakings and tasks arising for the Slovak Republic from the said international conventions. The efficient fulfilment of conventions is secured through implementation of Decree no. 2037/2007 of the European Parliament and Council on the substances that deplete the ozone layer, as amended. The aim of all these documents is gradual reduction of production and consumption of the ozone -depleting substances until they are excluded and prohibited to the full extent. 

The Slovak Republic has not been importing any controlled substances or products from the countries that are not parties to the Protocol. Before accession of the  Slovak Republic to the  European Union, the import and export of ozone - depleting  substances were controlled by means of a licensing system, i.e. it was possible to perform it only based on a licence granted by the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic and only under the conditions and to the  extent set out in such a licence. An opinion of the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic on import or export issued for a relevant period represented a precondition for issue of a licence. No import or export of controlled substances was possible without in this way granted licence, i.e. customs officers did not release any goods into free circulation without a licence.     

Since 1 May 2004 the Slovak Republic has been a member of the European Union within which the issues concerning ozone-depleting substances are addressed by Directive no. 2037/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council on substances that deplete the ozone layer, as amended. By becoming an EU member, the Slovak Republic became a part of the common market and thus the import and export of controlled substances and products into and from EU member states represents only the type of business that is carried out on the common market (the above mentioned licensing systems was cancelled due to this fact).  Therefore only the import into and export from third countries of controlled substances are deemed to be the import and export of controlled substances, i.e. outside the EU countries. For this import and export licences are issued by the European Commission after reviewing compliance of applications with Articles 6, 7, 8, and 13 of the EC´s Directive. The import of controlled substances under Article 7 of the Directive is subject to volume limitations.   
The Slovak Republic produces neither any of the substances controlled under the Montreal Protocol nor any equipment or products that use controlled substances. At present, the ozone-depleting substances of group A I (chlorofluorocarbons - CFCs) and of group B II (tetrachloromethane) of the Montreal Protocol are imported into the Slovak Republic for analytical and laboratory purposes in compliance with the exception granted for use of these substances for precisely specified purposes (other use of these substances is prohibited). Furthermore, controlled substances of Group C I (hydrochlorofluorocarbons - HCFCs) of the Montreal Protocol are imported, which are used only for maintenance and servicing of cooling and air-conditioning equipment in compliance with the Directive.      

The data concerning ozone-depleting substances are collected by the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic. Before joining the European Union, these data were obtained from the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic based on granted licences, and after joining the EU, they have been obtained based on the reports submitted by importers and exporters on the amounts of controlled substances placed on the market. These reports are sent to the Ministry in compliance with the Ozone Layer Protection Act. The Slovak Republic imports controlled substances only from EU countries.  

Pursuant to Directive no. 2037/2000 of the European Community, the ozone-depleting substances are included in two annexes. Annex 1 contains controlled substances divided into eight groups and Annex 2 contains new substances.    

CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES THAT MAY BE ABUSED AS CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
The Act on Prohibition of Chemical Weapons is a result of implementation of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and their Destruction. The act stipulates the rights and obligations of legal entities and natural persons related to the ban on the development, production, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons and their destruction (hereinafter referred to as the “Chemical Weapons Ban”) and to the use of toxic chemical substances and their precursors that may be abused to violate the Chemical Weapons Ban.      

For the purposes of this act the use of chemical weapons means development, production, possession, research, processing, consumption, storing, import, export, and transit.    

Pursuant to the Act on Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the import of chemical weapons into the territory of the Slovak Republic and their transit through the territory of the SR, their export, and construction and use of facilities for production of chemical weapons as well as another type of procurement or designing are prohibited.  For the purposes of this act the use of chemical weapons means development, production, possession, research, processing, consumption, storing, import, export, and transit.        

By signing the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and their Destruction (hereinafter referred to as the “Convention”) and subsequent ratification, the Slovak Republic became a party to the Convention and a member of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (“OPCW”) after the Convention entered into force on 29 April 1997. 
The Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic is the national authority for the prohibition of chemical weapons (hereinafter referred to as the “national authority”). This task arises for the Ministry from the provisions of Article VII of the Convention, according to which a member state undertakes to create a national authority that will act as a national coordination centre for efficient contacts with OPCW and other convention states.  

In compliance with the Convention chemical substances are classified in the said act depending on the threat posed by their toxic properties or possibilities for abuse that may lead to violation of the bans set out in the act. The substances are classified in three Lists: 

List 1 – Highly hazardous chemical substances, 

List 2 – Hazardous chemical substances  

List 3 – Less hazardous chemical substances.  

All the chemical substances contained in these Lists form two groups: A. Toxic chemical substances, and B. Precursors   

Since the obligation of the Slovak Republic to submit to OPCW declarations concerning use of the chemical substances subject to the control regimen under the Convention includes also provision of information on the trading with these substances with both third countries and EU countries, the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic has prepared an amendment to the act and a decree that implements the control of observance of their provisions and secures performance of all verification activities of OPCW (inspections, technical visits) within the    territory of the Slovak Republic. 
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