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	Phasing out of leaded petrol in Zambia



R O O M   D O C U M E N T
ZAMBIA’S ACTION TO PHASE OUT LEAD IN FUEL
Lead has since the 1920s, been added to petrol in order to improve its ability to be used as a fuel in vehicle engines. This was the most cost-effective way of preventing engine knocks. However in recent years, there has been a realization that lead in petrol emitted from vehicle exhausts, has the potential to affect human health. Due to this negative effect on human health and the environment, the international community has agreed to phase out the metal lead in petrol and replace it with less harmful substances. 

The Developed World including most African countries have completely phased out lead in petrol. Leaded Petrol has therefore been replaced by Unleaded Petrol which can be used in cars manufactured after 1986 and Lead Replacement Petrol which is for use in cars manufactured before 1986. Car manufacturers are no longer making cars that run on leaded petrol. 

In this respect, African Governments including Zambia committed themselves during the Dakar Declaration of 2001 to phasing out the metal lead in petrol by December 2005. Further, at the Energy Ministers’ meeting organised by the World Bank Initiative to phase out leaded gasoline in Sub- Saharan Africa in Nairobi- Kenya in May 2004, Zambia and the other African countries reaffirmed their commitment to the Dakar Declaration. The SADC Energy Ministers echoed this commitment at their meeting held in Johannesburg on 1st October 2004.  

In this regard, Zambia cannot afford to be left behind in this crusade to phase out lead from petrol. The Zambian Government, in 2007 constituted a multi-displinary task team facilitated by the Energy Regulation Board comprising experts from the petroleum industry, engineering, marketing and the media to make recommendations on logistics for the management of the transition for the phase out of Leaded Petrol in Zambia. The Government also made some transitional challenges which included infrastructural changes at INDENI Petroleum Refinery, the country’s only refinery, to enable the production of unleaded petrol in quantities that could meet national demand, and cleaning of storage and distribution infrastructure from lead contamination. 

The changes were made to ensure that the Refinery started producing unleaded petrol in quantities that could meet the Zambian market requirements. Currently, the Refinery is also in a position to produce Lead Replacement Petrol for a few vehicles that were manufactured before 1986. The Zambian Petroleum storage and distribution network was made free from Leaded Petrol by 31st march 2008. Effective 1st April 2008, leaded fuel production or imports was halted. 

Since many members of the public needed clarification on the phase out of leaded petrol with respect to their vehicle’s fuel compatibility, Government through the Ministry of Energy and Water Development with support from the United Nations Environment Programme, and based on input from the task team embarked on a vigorous awareness campaign to ensure that information filtered to all sections of Zambian society and issues of public concern were addressed on the phase out of leaded petrol. This campaign consisted of promotional materials including such as TV and Radio Advertisements, TV and Radio Documentaries, Bill Board Advertisements, Posters and Brochures. 
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