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R O O M   D O C U M E N T
MAKE ZAMBIA A CLEAN AND HEALTHY PROGRAMME
Zambia like any other country in Africa has experienced water borne and environmental related epidemics such as Cholera, dysentery, diarrhea almost on annual basis for years now. 
The major cause of such deadly outbreaks has been attributed to poor sanitation and lack of clean drinking water and government and citizens’ inadequate attention to matters pertaining to issues of the environment, water, sanitation and personal hygiene. For instance there are individuals and communities that are still throwing garbage anyhow and anywhere and on the other hand the collection of garbage by most councils in communities leaves much to be desired a situation which is posing as a health hazard.   

The government of Zambia through the Ministry of Local Government and Housing has observed that a lot more sensitization needs to be undertaken in order to address some of the issues slowing down progress of making Zambia Clean and healthy. This is in recognition that changing people’s lifestyles and attitudes is not an easy task and that the desired change cannot come within a short period of time and that partnership in dealing with such issues is paramount. We need to work together as a country to contribute to a healthy nation free from water borne diseases. There is a saying that ‘sanitation is dignity’ 
Late President Dr Patrick Levy Mwanawasa Sc crowned it all when he launched the programme on June 22, 2007. In his speech, the President said the Make Zambia Clean and Healthy Programme was a government backed multisectoral, multidisciplinary campaign that hoped to include all sections of society in an ongoing effort to achieve a cleaner and indeed healthier environment. He further explained that a cleaner home is happier and healthier place where children thrive and grow without falling victim to illnesses on a regular basis. 
“Clean and tidy schools will help our children to study better and graduate with knowledge necessary to take the country forward in the coming years,” President Mwanawasa said. 
He also declared that the programme would be carried out three (3) times in a year during the months of April, August and December. 
