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September 2007
URGENT
FUNDING REQUEST - IFCS Trust Fund
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

We are writing to ask whether you or your organization could contribute to the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)Trust Fund to support the work of the IFCS as it prepares and organizes Forum VI, which will be held from Monday 15 to Friday 19 September 2008 in Africa, the only region yet to host a session of the Forum. Your contribution will help illustrate a broad based interest and support for IFCS, which may help mobilize resources to address significant IFCS funding needs to prepare and organize Forum VI.

IFCS has facilitated the efforts of a broad-based alliance of all stakeholders to achieve chemical safety since 1994. Last year, at Forum V in Budapest, Hungary, participants acknowledged the unique and valuable role IFCS has had as a forum for bridging science and policy, discussing issues, and building consensus in a non-political framework. Recognizing the desirability of continuing to have such a forum, Forum V adopted a resolution on the future of IFCS. The resolution expresses appreciation for "the unique multi-faceted role that IFCS has played as a flexible, open and transparent brainstorming and bridge-building forum for governments, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations including from the private sector which has facilitated consensus building." This resolution echoed the conclusions of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM), at which governments and other stakeholders invited IFCS to continue its important role in providing an open, transparent and inclusive forum for discussing issues of common interest and also new and emerging issues, and to continue to contribute through this to the implementation of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) and the work of other chemicals-related international organizations and institutions. 

Next year, Forum VI will once again provide countries and other stakeholders the opportunity to discuss issues on the international agenda and to emphasize their special needs and concerns with respect to improving chemicals management.  Plenary topics for Forum VI include substitution and alternatives; ecologically sound and integrated pest and vector management; lead and cadmium: need for international action?; and nanotechnologies and nanomaterials: opportunities and challenges. IFCS participants have committed their time and expertise to ensuring the preparation of an agenda that will contribute substantively to meeting the ICCM and World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) goal of achieving sound chemicals management by the year 2020.
Forum V approved an IFCS budget of approximately 1 million USD to cover administrative costs through 2008.  For 2007 there is a shortfall in contributions to the Trust Fund of approximately 66 000 USD. Pledged contributions for 2008 total only about 50% of the approved budget.  Twinning costs, which will be used to support the participation of developing and CIET countries and NGOs in Forum VI, are anticipated to be over 400 000 USD. In total over 800,000 USD is needed to support the work of IFCS through Forum VI in 2008. 

At Forum V, NGOs and individuals expressed strong support and commitment to the future work of IFCS by contributing to the IFCS Trust Fund. While many of the contributions were modest, they demonstrated the willingness of the NGO community to provide tangible support to IFCS, and they stimulated governments to make much larger contributions.  Now, a similar show of NGO support is crucial to convince governments to provide support in 2007 and 2008.  
Would you or your organization please consider contributing to the IFCS Trust Fund?  Contributions of any size will be very helpful. Please join those on the initial pledge list below by making a contribution that demonstrates your commitment to IFCS. It would be especially helpful if you could make your pledge or response by 31 October 2007. This funding request initiative has been endorsed by the public interest, science and labour NGO representatives to the Forum Standing Committee: 
	Dr Romeo Quijano

PANAP

FSC NGO Public Interest Representative
	Mr Glenn Wiser

CIEL

FSC NGO Public Interest Representative

	
	

	Dr Lilian Corra

ISDE

FSC NGO Science Representative
	Mr Bjørn Erikson

ITUC

NGO Labour Representative


Thank you!

Payments should be directed to:

Check or money order: Make payable to Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical  Safety Trust Fund
Mail to: 

Dr Judy A. Stober

Executive Secretary

Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) 

c/o WHO 

20, Avenue Appia

CH-1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland


Electronic funds transfer:

UBS, CH-1211 Geneva 11

SWIFT code UBSWCHZH80A

for credit to the World Health Organization Account No:

USD: 240-C0169920.3  IBAN code: CH31 0024 0240 C 016 9920 3

EURO:  240-C0169920.1  IBAN code: CH85 0024 0240 C 016 9920 1

CHF: 240-C0158200.0  IBAN code: CH81 0024 0240 C 015 8200 0 

for the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety Trust Fund. 
For additional information, please contact either:

Bjorn Beeler, IPEN International Coordinator, bjornbeeler@ipen.org, or

Judy Stober, Executive Secretary, IFCS, stoberj@who.int
Warm regards,
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	Dr Zoltán Szabó

President


	Dr Judy A. Stober


Executive Secretary


	IFCS Trust Fund Contributions 2007-2008 - 

Initial Pledges from NGOs and individuals:


	

	Romeo Quijano, PAN Philippines

	

	Pesticide Action Network Philippines
	

	Francis Morales, METSA, Philippines
	

	Virginia Dammay, Apit Tako, Philippines
	

	Sarojeni Rengam, PANAP

	

	Pesticide Action Network Asia Pacific
	

	Glenn Wiser, CIEL
	

	CIEL
	

	Lilian Corra, ISDE
	

	Bjorn Beeler, IPEN
	

	Jamidu Katima, IPEN Co-chair
	

	Mariann Lloyd Smith, IPEN Co-chair
	

	Jack Weinberg, EHF
	

	Joe DiGangi, EHF
	

	Bjørn Erikson
	


	Secretariat: c/o World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, CH-1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland

Tel: +41 (22) 791 3873/3650; Fax: +41 (22) 791 4875; Email: ifcs@who.int; Website: www.ifcs.ch



