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World Health Assembly 
Resolution 60.29 "Health Technologies" 

World Health Assembly 
Resolution 60.29 "Health Technologies" 

� As a response to the need to have safe, effective, 
appropriate and available  health technologies for the 
delivery of health services. 

� Approved by 193 countries in  May 2007. It is the first global 
directive on  medical devices.

� WHO should develop, with help of NGOs:
– guidelines, recommendations and tools
– for better selection, management and use of medical devices.

� WHO to have a clearinghouse of guidance information 
available for all countries and all interested publics.
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Background: Health GapsBackground: Health Gaps
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The Global Market Share for 
Medical Technology by Region

The Global Market Share for 
Medical Technology by Region

Source: Eucomed Medical Technology Brief, Eucomed, 2007. Accessed at
http://www.eucomed.org/~/media/C32697FE46644F76BE3EED1835CF58DC.ashx. 03/07/2009
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What Diseases are Currently
Targeted by Innovation

What Diseases are Currently
Targeted by Innovation

Source : EuroScan International Network [online]. Accessed at: www.euroscan.org.uk. 03/07/2009
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The Call processThe Call process

� Aims to identify innovative technologies that will  
strengthen health services in low- and middle- income 
countries.

� Invite stakeholders to present  such technologies. 

� Support from collaborating institutions and Advisory 
Group on Innovative Technologies on the selection of the 
technologies.

� Information of selected concepts to countries and 
stakeholder to help make them available in countries. 
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Health Problems to Address (Summary)Health Problems to Address (Summary)

� HIV/AIDS

� Malaria

� Tuberculosis

� Lower respiratory infections

� Neonatal infections

� Diarrhoeal diseases
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� Deficient maternal health 

� Prematurity and low birth weight

� Birth asphyxia and birth trauma

� Infant and child mortality
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Selection Criteria (Summary)Selection Criteria (Summary)

� Safety and effectiveness

� Adaptation to local infrastructure

� Ease of use and maintenance

� Cost considerations

� Cultural and social acceptability
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Eligibility (Summary)Eligibility (Summary)

The call is open for:

� Manufacturers

� Institutions

� Universities

� Governments

� Individuals and

� Non-profit organizations 
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Two Categories in the ChallengeTwo Categories in the Challenge

1) Commercialized/-sable Products

2) Products in a non-commercialized/-sable stage
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Opportunities Following the CallOpportunities Following the Call

� Selected technologies highlighted on the WHO web-site 
draw  media attention to generic technology concepts

� Information regarding selected application shared with 
governments, donors and other stakeholders

� Foster the development and availability of and access to 
innovative technologies
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Process and Key Dates for the CallProcess and Key Dates for the Call

� 11 September 2009 Launch of the call 

� 31 January 2010 Deadline for submission of applications

� February- March 2010 Screening of applications by WHO and 
collaborating institutions

� 27–29 April 2010 Selection of applications by the 
Advisory Group on Innovative 
Technologies in Copenhagen.

� 30 June 2010 Posting of the list of selected 
innovative technologies on the WHO website
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Thank you !Thank you !

www.who.int/medical_devices


