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11. WATER AND SANITATION

Include specific social considerations (safe and culturally appropriate access
for all in dignity) in the provision of water and sanitation

Include social and cultural issues in water and sanitation and hygiene promotion
assessments.
Enable participation in assessment, planning and implementation, especially
engaging women and other people at risk.
Promote dignity, safety and protection in all water and sanitation activities, ensuring
that latrines and bathing areas are lockable and well-lit.
Prevent and manage in a constructive manner conflict over water between affected
families or between displaced groups and permanent residents.
Promote personal and community hygiene.
Facilitate community monitoring of, and feedback on, water and sanitation facilities,
being sure to talk with people at risk.

For a detailed explanation, see pages 179-182 of the IASC Guidelines.
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Specifc action sheets offer useful guidance on mental health and  

psychosocial support, and cover the following areas:

Coordination

Assessment, Monitoring and Evaluation

Protection and Human Rights Standards

Human Resources

Community Mobilisation and Support

Health Services

Education

Dissemination of Information

Food Security and Nutrition

Shelter and site Planning

Water and Sanitation

Reading the full IASC Guidelines on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in   

Emergency Settings from cover to cover may not be possible during an emergency. This

limitation led to the development of this check-list for programme planning and

emergency response. This checklist cannot capture all the important points in the

Guidelines. Readers are encouraged to use this cheklist only in conjunction with the full

Guidelines.

The IASC Guidelines for Mental Health and Psychosocial  

Support in Emergency Settings reflect the insights of numerous 

agencies and practitioners worldwide and provide valuable  

information to organisations and individuals on how to respond 

appropriately during humanitarian emergencies. 
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Published by the Inter-agency Standing Committee (IASC), the Guidelines 

give humanitarian actors useful inter-agency, inter-sectoral guidance and 

tools for responding effectively in the midst of emergencies.
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