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Goal
To prevent, control, elim

inate or eradicate 
neglected tropical diseases towards 
achievem

ent of health in the 
M

illennium
 Developm

ent Goals.

Targets 2008–2015
To reduce signifi cantly the burden of 
diseases for which effective, inexpensive or 
donated drugs are available for their 
prevention and control, such as 
onchocerciasis, schistosom

iasis, 
soil-transm

itted helm
inthiases and yaws; 

and to m
ake progress towards eradication 

of dracunculiasis and elim
ination of leprosy 

and lym
phatic fi lariasis in line with 

resolutions of the W
orld Health Assem

bly 
and W

HO regional com
m

ittees.

To ensure that interventions using new 
approaches are readily available, prom

oted 
and accessible for diseases for which 
cost-effective control tools do not exist 
and where large-scale use of existing tools 
is lim

ited, such as Buruli ulcer, 
Chagas disease, dengue, 
hum

an African trypanosom
iasis and 

leishm
aniasis.

Principles for action
• Existing health system

s or infrastructures  
 

 
as a setting for interventions

• A coordinated response with other 
 

sectors such as education and agriculture

• Integration and equity

• Intensifi ed control of diseases alongside  
 

 
pro-poor policies

Strategic areas
1. Assessing the burden of neglected tropical  
 

and zoonotic diseases

2. Developing m
ulti-intervention packages 

 
for disease control

3. Strengthening national health-care system
s  

 
and capacity building

4. Dissem
inating evidence for advocacy 

5. Ensuring free and tim
ely access to 

 
high-quality m

edicines and diagnostic  
 

 
and preventive tools

6. Im
proving access to innovation 

7. Strengthening integrated vector m
anagem

ent

8. Building partnerships & m
obilizing resources

9. Prom
oting intersectoral and inter-

 
program

m
atic approaches

“Neglected Tropical Diseases: Hidden successes, Em
erging opportunities”



N
eglected tropical diseases: 

a sym
ptom

 of poverty and disadvantage
The com

m
unicable diseases of the poorest populations

• 
1 billion people are infected, with 2 billion at risk in tropical and subtropical 

 
countries/areas.

• 
100%

 of low-incom
e countries are affected sim

ultaneously by m
ore than fi ve  diseases.

• 
Those m

ost affected are the poorest, often living in rem
ote rural areas, urban slum

s or in  
 

confl ict zones.

• 
The diseases fl ourish under conditions linked to poverty – unsafe water, poor sanitation,  

 
substandard housing and reservoirs for insects and other disease vectors.

• 
Children and wom

en are disproportionately affected and m
ay suffer the consequences (severe  

 
physical pain, irreversible disability, gross disfi gurem

ent) for life. In som
e cases, death m

ay result. 

• 
Social stigm

atization and discrim
ination com

pound these consequences.

• 
M

any neglected tropical diseases can be prevented, elim
inated or even eradicated 

 
sim

ultaneously with im
proved access to a package of safe and cost-effective tools.

D
epartm

ent of C
ontrol of N

eglected Tropical D
iseases

W
orld H

ealth O
rganization

20, A
venue A

ppia, 1211 G
eneva 27, S

w
itzerland

E-m
ail: neglected.diseases@

w
ho.int;  http://w

w
w

.w
ho.int/neglected_diseases/

Diseases to be addressed w
ithin the Global Plan

The list of neglected tropical and zoonotic diseases is not exhaustive and has regional 
and national variations. Initially, W

HO will focus on the following diseases: Buruli ulcer,
Chagas disease, dracunculiasis, hum

an African trypanosom
iasis, leishm

aniasis, leprosy, 
lym

phatic fi lariasis, onchocerciasis, schistosom
iasis, soil-transm

itted helm
inthiases and yaws 

as well as zoonotic diseases such as anthrax, brucellosis, cysticercosis, echinococcosis and 
rabies.

The international com
m

unity is increasingly paying attention to these diseases. Progress 
is advancing in unprecedented ways based on a foundation of am

bitious international goals, 
proven interventions and a solid evidence base for achieving benefi ts for better health.

“N
e
g

le
c
te

d
 tro

p
ic

a
l d

is
e
a
s
e
s
 

d
o

 n
o

t tra
ve

l in
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
lly, 

th
re

a
te

n
 th

e
 h

e
a
lth

 o
r 

e
c
o

n
o

m
ie

s
 o

f w
e
a
lth

y c
o

u
n
trie

s
,

 o
r m

a
k
e
 h

e
a
d

lin
e
 n

e
w

s
. 

Y
e
t th

e
y c

a
u
s
e
 im

m
e
n
s
e
 

s
u
ffe

rin
g

 a
n
d

 d
is

a
b

ility fo
r 

m
illio

n
s
 o

f p
e
o

p
le

 a
n
d

 
a
n
c
h
o

r th
e
m

 in
 p

o
ve

rty.”
D

r M
arg

are
t C

h
an

, D
ire

cto
r-G

e
n

e
ral, 

W
o

rld
 H

e
alth

 O
rg

an
izatio

n

© Courtesy of Photoshare, 2003 Felix Masi/Voiceless Children

Layout: P.Tissot WHO/CDS/NTD

©
 W

o
rld

 H
e

alth
 O

rg
an

izatio
n

 2
0

0
7. A

ll rig
h

ts re
se

rve
d

W
H

O
/C

D
S

/N
T

D
/2

0
0

7.1


