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Patient Empowerment the Focus of Patient Safety Workshop
WHO Patients for Patient Safety in Canada Workshop
Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre, October 16 — 19, 2006

Vancouver (October 18, 2006) The Canadian Patient Safety Institute (CPSI) and its
organizing partners, the Calgary Health Region, Consumers Advancing Patient Safety
and the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, are pleased to be supporting a new patient-
centred initiative in Canada, Patients for Patient
Safety. This initiative is one of six action areas of
the World Health Organization’s (WHO) World
Alliance for Patient Safety. The aim of Patients for
Patient Safety is to develop a global network of
patients and family members affected by adverse
events (health care errors) to collaborate with
health care organizations as patient safety
champions to improve the safety of patient care.

Patient safety is a local, national and international concern. Research published in the
Canadian Medical Association Journal (May 2004), reported that in the year 2000,
between 9,000 and 24,000 patients in Canada died from a preventable adverse event. A
similar situation has been documented in other developed countries including the United
States, Australia, and the United Kingdom. The Canadian organizing partners of Patients
for Patient Safety and the WHO believe that the involvement of patients and families in
helping to reduce adverse events is vital.

Building on a successful international workshop held in
London in November 2005, and a regional workshop
for the Americas in San Francisco, May 2006, the
Canadian initiative brings together committed patients
and family members from coast to coast to establish a
Canadian network of champions, many of whom were
nominated by health regions or other health care
organizations who see them as partners in improving
patient safety.




Canada’s Patients for Patient Safety

Brenda Byrd, St. John’s, NL
Francine Chisholm, Winnipeg, MB
Barbara Farlow, Mississauga, ON
Darrell Horn, Winnipeg, MB
Sandy Koropas, Winnipeg, MB
Kathy Kovacs-Burns, Edmonton, AB
James Kreppner, Toronto, ON

Ed Kry, NorthVancouver, BC
Carol Kushner, Toronto, ON

John Lewis, Hamilton, ON

Alice Little, Winnipeg, MB

For more information, please call:
John Tuckwell, Communications Manager
Canadian Patient Safety Institute

780.718.4841
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Anne L. Lyddiatt, Ingersoll, ON
Theresa Malloy-Miller, Delaware, ON
Ed Mendoza, Ottawa, ON

Sandi Pniauskas, Whitby, ON

Kim Poppel, Brandon, MB

Deborah Prowse, Calgary, AB
Sabina Robin, Eckville, AB

Susan Shallcross, Winnipeg, MB
Ryan Sidorchuk, Winnipeg, MB
Durhane Wong-Reiger, Toronto, ON
Leslie Worthington, Winnipeg, MB
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