


 
 
 
Maimouna’s newborn boy is two days old but has no name. Most of the 1.16 babies who die in 
Africa each year are unnamed – up to half a million die on the first day of life. 
Credit: Save the Children/Michael Bisceglie, 2003, Mali 
 
 
 
Patuma’s baby was born very premature and tiny, weighing less than 1500gms. Many such 
babies die, but this baby is celebrating 8 days of life, having passed the highest risk days thanks 
to Kangaroo Mother Care and frequent breastfeeding with expressed breastmilk. This simple 
achieveable care could save many of Africa’s 1.16 million babies who die each year, since more 
than half of these deaths are preterm babies. Most could be saved without high-tech care, yet 
even this simple care is available only in some hospitals in Africa. 
Credit: Save the Children/Michael Bisceglie, 2005, Malawi 
 
 
Ayati breastfeeds her sister's baby, 7 month Shabani. Shabani is not HIV-infected thanks to a 
short course of antiretroviral treatment to mother and baby at the time of birth, but her mother died 
of AIDS.  
Credit: Save the Children/Michael Bisceglie, 2002, Malawi 
 
 
 
  
Fifteen-year-old mother Fatoumata holds her 9-hour-old son, Moussa. She was 14 when she 
married and has never attended school. Although only 4 out of 10 births in Mali benefit from 
skilled care, Fatoumata was able to give birth at a Community Health Center with skilled medical 
personnel, equipment, and a stocked pharmacy.  
Credit: Save the Children/Michael Bisceglie, 2003, Mali 
  
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGOA girl holds her child outside their home in Goma, 
capital of North Kivu Province. Child mothers are not rare: one in four girls aged 15-19 years have 
given birth. The nation is one of the least developed in the world, and continues to suffer from a 
seven-year civil war that has killed 4 million Congolese.  Eighty per cent of the population lives 
below the poverty line and some 40,000 children living on the street. Education levels are low, 
especially for girls, who are half as likely to attend secondary schooling as boys. Assistance has 
been scaled up for children living or working on the streets, orphans and child labourers.  
Credit: UNICEF/HQ05-2213/ GIACOMO PIROZZI 
  
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
A smiling woman holds her newborn twins at a local health centre in the town of Likasi in the 
south-eastern Katanga Province. She participated in a UNICEF-supported PMTCT (prevention of 
mother-to-child-transmission) programme, in which she learned, before giving birth, that she was 
HIV-negative. “I am happy to have accepted being tested,” she said. “Now I know that I am 
negative and my children will grow up healthy. I would have done anything to save their lives if I 
was positive.” Credit: UNICEF/HQ05-2185/ GIACOMO PIROZZI  

 
SIERRA LEONE 
Fatmata, 18, holds her six-day-old newborn in the maternity ward of the government hospital in 
the southern town of Bo. Limited antenatal care and even less access to skilled care during 
childbirth, high fees for services, poverty and the war have contributed to Sierra Leone's having 
one of the highest neonatal mortality rates in the world, estimated at 56 deaths per 1,000 live 
births, or 13,800 newborn deaths per year. Credit: UNICEF/HQ98-0533/ GIACOMO PIROZZI 
 

 



 
SUDAN 
A woman health worker examines a pregnant woman during an antenatal check-
up, in a UNICEF-assisted health clinic run by the international NGO Medecins 
Sans Frontieres in the Dorti camp on the outskirts of El Geneina, capital of West 
Darfur. Women in this camp receive vaccinations and other essential antenatal 
services such as counseling on birth and emergency preparedness. 
Credit: UNICEF/HQ04-0917/ SHEHZAD NOORANI 

   
GHANA 
In 2002 in Ghana, a newborn sleeps in his mother's arms, in a health 
centre in Accra, the capital. The baby has been brought to the health 
centre to be immunized against polio. 
Credit: UNICEF/HQ02-0570/ GIACOMO PIROZZI 

 

 

 

 
 

MOZAMBIQUE 
A doctor examines a newborn suffering from syphilis at a hospital.  Universal 
postnatal care coverage –treating infections, promoting healthy behaviors, and 
screening for danger signs -would save over 300,000 newborn lives in Africa 
alone.  
Credit: Save the Children/Michael Bisceglie, 2002, Mozambique. 

 
 

MALAWI 
Two mothers with their pre-term babies at a kangaroo mother care center in a 
hospital in Lilongwe, Malawi.   
Credit: Save the Children/NCI Communications, 2006, Malawi. 

 


