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An interactive rabies information database and mapping system



INTRODUCTION

The World Health Organization (WHO) has been collecting data on human and animal
rabies since 1959 through the World Rabies Survey (WRS) questionnaire. In the late nine-
ties WHO decided to change from paper to internet-based rabies data collection.

To collect, process and display data, WHO developed RabNet as an interactive and
information mapping system, based on a database and the WRS as an online data entry
document. The data made available by WHO member states cover the following areas:

Presence/ absence of rabies
Human rabies
Number of human deaths
Human death according to animal species source of exposure
People bitten by suspected dogs
Animal rabies
Total number of dog cases
Total number other domestic cases
Total number of wild animal cases
Total number of bats cases
National rabies vaccine production and importation
Veterinary vaccine according to vaccine types
Human vaccine according to vaccine types
Human rabies immunoglobulin
Rabies vaccine administration
Dogs vaccination
Human vaccine application - Post-exposure treatment
Number of patients treated according to vaccination regimen

Number of persons receiving treatment according to animal species source

of exposure

In the following sections a step-to-step introduction is given on how to retrieve this in-
formation through the internet platform RabNet. Please note also, that NO username and
password are needed to access data available on RabNet. Comments in red are action top-

ics, comments in grey for information only.

Rabnet homepage: http://www.who.int/rabnet
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WHAT TO DO WITH RABNET

There are two options to retrieve rabies data from RabNet. One is by creating a table
with the data of interest, which can be downloaded as an excel® file. To do this, please click
on “data query” (see section 1, page 4). The other option are maps, either ready— or self-
made. Ready-made maps can be found in the map library. To create your own map, please
use the interactive maps function (see section 2, page 8).
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OPTION 1: Data Query

Creating a downloadable table as an Excel® file

Setting up your table

STEP 1

By clicking on “data query” the following page will show up.
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On the first page the indicators for your table(s) can be selected. You can find here several
scroll-down boxes, where you need to choose the indicators for which the programme
should search the database. Concerning the “category” section, no change is needed.

Please proceed from top to down.
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STEP 2

Select “rabies” from the scroll bar as your topic (only rabies is possible).
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STEP 3

Select a sub-topic (see page 2 for the list of options). Once selected, two new boxes will ap-
pear below with several items as indicators. Select one or more items and click “add” once
at a time. Added items will appear in the right box. By selecting “add all” all items of the sub-
topic will be added. By selecting an indicator in the right box and clicking on “remove”, the
indicator will be deleted from you selection.
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For each item that was selected here the programme will later on create a table.
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STEP 4

After selecting indicators, the next step is to define the geographical area. Either you select
different countries of interest by clicking on the countries in the “available” box and click on
add, or you select a whole continent or WHO Region with “All Countries of ‘Region/
Continent™. A country can also be removed by clicking on the country in the “selected” box
and on the “remove” button.

&OLFN HLWKHU RQ DOO FRXQWULHV®° RU RQ
WKH FRXQWU\ \RX ZDQW WR VHOHFW DQG
WKHQ RQ DGG

STEP 5

When it comes to the administrative level, it is best to leave it with “by country”, as until re-
cently not a lot of data is available on “administrative level 1”.
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STEP 6

The last step before you can submit your request is to choose the time period. Select the
timeframe by scrolling down and selecting the year you are interested in. By selecting “latest
available data”, only the most recent data for each country, area or territory will be displayed
in the table. Finally, click on “submit request”.
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DOWNLOADING THE TABLES

Once the programme has generated the tables, you can click on “export to Excel”, which will
open an excel file with your tables that can be saved on your computer. Further, you can
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OPTION 2: Interactive maps

Creating customized maps as JPG-files

When clicking on “map library” the following page opens:
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On the right hand side, you can see the map of the world, with a toolbar to zoom in or out of
specific areas in the map, or to identify certain regions.

On the left hand side, the legend and several options to change and adjust the map to your
convenience:

To choose specific parts of the world, click on “locations”

To colour the map with the indicators you are interested in, click on “indicators”
When you have selected different indicators, you can choose which one should be
shown on the map via clicking on “layers”

To see the legend, click on “legend” (which is the default set when opening the page)
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STEP 1

When clicking on “indicators” the topic “communicable diseases” appears. Click on the “+”
and “rabies” appears. Extend the rabies sub-topic and choose the item you are interested in,
by clicking on the “+”. Then choose the indicator you want to have displayed on the map.
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STEP 2

By choosing an indicator a pop-up window comes up, where you first have to choose the
administrative level, which is “by country”. After that you can choose the year of interest.
The other parameters, the subgroup “total”, does not need to be changed. To finally create
the map, click on the button “add layer to map”.
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STEP 3

You can download the map as a jpg file, either by selecting “save as picture” with a right
mouse click, or by clicking on “print view”. By doing so, a pop-up window will appear and the
map together with the legend will be ready to be saved onto your computer.
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