
Session on the Interim Statement of the 

Commission on Social Determinants of Health

Session on the Interim Statement of the 

Commission on Social Determinants of Health

IUHPE Conference

12 June 2007

Department of Equity, Poverty and Social Determinants of Health

World Health Organization

Geneva



2 |

What do we expect from the Commission 

of Social Determinants of Health?
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1. Help us to produce an argument that 

combines sharply a justification for pursuing 

health equity from both an intrinsic and an 

instrumental perspective.
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2. Give us a framework for social determinants 

of health
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A framework that respond: A framework that respond: 

� Where do health differences among social groups 

originate, if we trace them back to their deepest 

roots? 

� What pathways lead from root causes to the stark 

differences in health status observed at the 

population level? 

� Where and how should we intervene to reduce health 

inequities?
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3. Help us to understand the massive

mountain of evidence on social 

determinants impact on health and health

equity by bringing it together and making a 

story out of it
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Why focus on Social Determinants?
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4. Help us to improve the fairly poor evidence

base on what are the most effective and the

most cost-effective interventions. 
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Employment conditions KNEmployment conditions KN



12 |

Intersectoral Action on health linked to broader 

political and economic action
(Health systems KN)

Intersectoral Action on health linked to broader 

political and economic action
(Health systems KN)

A case study describing the evolution of health-equity 

promoting policies within the public health sector, as well 

as across government, ascribes Sri Lanka’s striking 

successes in tackling poor health status to a long-term 

societal and political commitment to universal franchise, 

representative democracy based on close links between 

constituencies and elected representatives, universal 

coverage of multi-sectoral, welfare-oriented programmes, 

and an integrated health system based on the primary 

health care approach. (Perera 2006)
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Global reporting – WHOGlobal reporting – WHO

5. Give us ideas on how WHO can report 

more comprehensively and systematically 

on these issues
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6. Recommend us  the main priorities for 

WHO focus over the next years to support 

Member States in triggering a global agenda 

on SDH action to improve health equity 

And last but most importantly…And last but most importantly…
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In summary: In summary: 

1. A solid argument

2. A framework for action

3. A synthesis of existing evidence on links between 
SD and health

4. New evidence on effective policy interventions

5. Recommendations on monitoring

6. Recommendations on critical priorities for WHO 
action
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Will allow  us to contribute to foster a global 

movement that places fair health at the head 

and the heart of governance.

Will allow  us to contribute to foster a global 

movement that places fair health at the head 

and the heart of governance.


