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South-East Asia: Summary of TB control policies
MONITORING OF OUTCOME

COUNTRY STATUSa MANUALb MICROSCOPYc TB SUSPECTSd SCCe DOTf MONITORINGg

BANGLADESH DOTS YES

BHUTAN DOTS NO

DPR KOREA DOTS YES

INDIA DOTS YES

INDONESIA DOTS YES

MALDIVES DOTS YES

MYANMAR DOTS YES

NEPAL DOTS YES

SRI LANKA DOTS YES

THAILAND DOTS YES

TIMOR-LESTE DOTS YES

a Status: DOTS status (bold indicates DOTS introduced in 2002)
b Manual: National TB control manual (recommended)
c Microscopy: Use of smear microscopy for diagnosis (core component of DOTS)
d Monitoring of TB Suspects: Register of TB suspects (e.g. patients with cough ≥ 3 weeks) kept at DOTS

facilities (recommended)
e SCC: Short course chemotherapy (core component of DOTS)
f DOT: Directly observed treatment (core component of DOTS)
g Outcome monitoring: Monitoring of treatment outcomes by cohort analysis (core component of DOTS)

Implemented in all units/areas

Implemented in some units/areas

Not implemented

Unknown
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Explanatory notes

Country-specific data are grouped by WHO region. For each country we present:

• 2002 notification, detection, and coverage data – for the whole country, and
separately for DOTS and non-DOTS programmes.

• Treatment outcomes for 2001 cohorts – both the new smear-positive and the
retreatment cohorts from DOTS programmes, and the new smear-positive
treatment outcomes (where available) from non-DOTS programmes.

• New smear-positive notifications (numbers) by age and sex – from DOTS and
from non-DOTS programmes.

• New smear-positive notification rates by age and sex for the whole country.

• Notification numbers and rates since 1980, all forms of TB.

• Notification numbers and rates since 1993, new smear-positive cases.

• Country notes: remarks that may help to explain data reported by selected
countries.

Notation for 1st table
(Country data…notification, detection and DOTS coverage)

a The population expressed in thousands (source: United Nations Popula-
tion Division, World Population Prospects, 2002 revision).

b’ The total number of tuberculosis cases notified (European definition,
includes all new, retreatment, and recurrent cases).

b The total number of tuberculosis cases notified to WHO (WHO defini-
tion, includes new and relapse cases and, for Europe only, cases with
previous history unknown).

c The case notification rate (per 100 000 population), b/a * 100.
d The number of new smear-positive cases notified to WHO.
e The new smear-positive case notification rate (per 100 000 popula-

tion), d/a * 100.
f The number of new pulmonary laboratory-confirmed cases notified to

WHO (includes smear-positive and/or culture-positive cases).
g The new pulmonary laboratory-confirmed case notification rate (per

100 000 population), f/a * 100. These data are not required by WHO,
but are provided by some countries, particularly those in the European
region.

h WHO estimate of the number of new cases (all forms of TB) in 2002.
i The estimated incidence rate, all forms of TB, per 100 000 population),

h/a * 100.
j WHO estimate of the number of new sputum smear-positive cases in

2002.
k The estimated incidence rate, smear-positive cases (per 100 000 popu-

lation), j/a * 100.
l The proportion of estimated cases (all forms) that were notified,

b/h * 100.
m The case detection rate: the proportion of estimated new smear-posi-

tive cases that were notified, d/j * 100.
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n The percentage of the population living in geographic areas nominally
serviced by health facilities implementing DOTS.

o The number of notifications (all forms of TB) from DOTS programmes in
2002.

p The case notification rate (all forms of TB, per 100 000 population)
from DOTS programmes, o/a * 100.

q The number of new smear-positive cases notified by DOTS programmes
in 2002.

r The new smear-positive case notification rate (per 100 000 population)
from DOTS programmes, q/a * 100.

s DOTS detection rate: the proportion of estimated new smear-positive
cases (countrywide) notified by DOTS programmes, q/j * 100.

t The proportion of all new pulmonary cases that were smear-positive
under DOTS.

u, v and w: as in o,q and t, above, but from non-DOTS programmes.

Notation for 2nd table
(Country data…treatment outcomes)

a The number of new smear-positive cases registered for treatment under
DOTS in 2001.

b–g The proportion of cases having treatment outcomes as defined in Table
2 (cured, completed, died, failed, defaulted, transferred) in the DOTS
2001 cohort of new smear-positive cases.

h The proportion of cases not evaluated in the DOTS 2001 cohort of new
smear-positive cases.

i Treatment success in the DOTS 2001 cohort of new smear-positive cases
(see Table 2).

j–r: as in a–i, above, but for the DOTS 2001 cohort of retreatment cases (all
types of retreatment combined).

s–aa: as in a–i, above, but for the non-DOTS 2001 cohort of new smear-
positive cases.
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Notes

BANGLADESH There is a dis-
crepancy between the population
estimates used by the government
(129 247 233) and that used by
the UN (140 000 546). Country
offers additional information on
geographic “access” to DOTS serv-
ices, which it estimates to be
about 50% (versus 95% DOTS cov-
erage).

BHUTAN Estimates of the popu-
lation vary widely, from 800 000
to over 2 million.

NEPAL Data are from a calendar
starting 16 July.

THAILAND Prisons contributed
to case notifications. Notifications
are from a October-September
calendar.




