
 11 Cost to the smoker CYAN  MAGENTA  YELLOW  BLACK

A pack of Marlboro or equivalent international brand will buy…

For the price of 
20 Marlboro 
you could buy…

…one and a half 
kilograms of 
cucumbers in 
Georgia…

…a dozen eggs 
in Panama…

…four pairs of 
cotton socks in 
China…

…a dozen 
coconuts in 
Papua New 
Guinea…

…one kilogram 
of fish in France, 
Ghana or 
Moldova…

…six kilograms 
of rice in 
Bangladesh.

Abu Dhabi
United Arab 

Emirates

Copenhagen
Denmark

Montréal
Canada
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Poland
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A hard day’s smoke

Minutes of labour worked 
to purchase 20 cigarettes
2000 selected cities 
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international
brand

local brand

A U S T R A L I A

REP.
KOREA

ZIMBABWE

ZAMBIA

UGANDA

AZERBAIJAN

GEORGIA

Hong Kong 
SAR

SRI LANKA

PUERTO RICO

BRUNEI DAR.

M A L A Y S I A

SAUDI ARABIA

C H I N A

VIET NAM

CAMBODIA

THAILAND

I N D I A

BANGLADESH

ISL .  REP .
IRAN

PAKISTAN

TURKEY

SYRIAN ARAB 
REPUBLIC

ISRAEL JORDAN

BAHRAIN

UAE

KUWAIT

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
O F  A M E R I C A

C A N A D A

NIGERIA

E G Y P T

MOROCCO

TUNISIA

LIBYAN
ARAB 

JAMAHIRIYA

SENEGAL

CÔTE 
D’IVOIRE G

H
AN

A

CAMEROON

GABON

SOUTH 
AFRICA

KENYA

GUATEMALA

MEXICO

PARAGUAY

B R A Z I L

VENEZUELA

COLOMBIA

COSTA RICA

PANAMA

ECUADOR

PERU

ARGENTINA

URUGUAY

CHILE

PHILIPPINES

NEW

ZEALAND

PAPUA
NEW

GUINEA

I N D O N E S I A

JAPAN

R U S S I A N  
F E D E R A T I O N

SINGAPORE

4342

The economic costs of smoking to 
smokers and their families include 
money spent on buying tobacco, 
which could otherwise be used on 
food, clothing and shelter, family 
holidays or a car.

As smoking kills a quarter of all 
smokers in their working years, 
smoking deprives the smoker’s 
family of many years of income. 
Smokers also suffer loss of income 
through illness. Following a 
smoker’s premature death, a 
partner, children or elderly 
parents can be left destitute.

Family members of smokers 
lose income through time taken 
looking after smokers when they 
are sick, and time lost taking 
them to hospital. In some 
developing countries a hospital 
visit can take days. 

Smokers also have to shoulder 
higher health insurance 
premiums, and many other 
miscellaneous costs, such as 
increased wear and tear on their 
home, as well as increased fire 
risk.
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$5 and above

$4 – $4.99

$3 – $3.99

$2 – $2.99

$1 – $1.99

less than $1

no data

Cost of a pack of 20 Marlboro cigarettes
or an equivalent international brand
US$ selected countries 2001 or latest available data

20 imported 
cigarettes costs 
more than half 
average daily 
income 
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GLOBAL TOBACCO

ITALY

REP.
MOLDOVA

AUSTRIA HUNGARY

ROMANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

POLAND

UNITED
KINGDOM

IRELAND

DENMARK

FRANCE

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

GERMANY
BELGIUM

LUX.

NETH.

MOROCCO TUNISIA

NORWAY
FINLAND

SWEDEN

CZECH
REPUBLIC UKRAINE

YUGOSLAVIA

CROATIA

RUSSIAN
FED.

ICELAND

SWITZ.
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