
The WHO Initiative for Vaccine Research 
 

Call for Nominations 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Initiative for Vaccine Research (IVR) of the Immunization, 

Vaccines and Biologicals (IVB) Department is soliciting proposals for nomination of experts for its 

specialized Advisory Committees (see Annex 1 for list of vacancies). Nominators can have 

affiliation with private or public companies and/or institutions, but only nominees from public 

institutions can be considered.  

 

IVR Advisory Committees provide advice to WHO on activities related to the development of new 

vaccines and vaccination strategies. The specific responsibilities of these groups are: 

 

• to advise the IVR Secretariat on issues related to vaccine research and development; 

• to advise on the IVR workplan and to identify opportunities for new, neglected or redundant 

lines of research; 

• to review projects proposed to IVR and monitor technical and scientific progress of the 

research activities; 

• to make recommendations on scientists and institutions suitable to formulate and carry out 

specific research and development projects or other studies for IVR; and 

• to assist in the establishment of expert working groups or study groups required to address 

issues relevant to all aspects of vaccine development.  

 

An open call for nominations of Advisory Committee members is made by IVR when vacancies 

become available. Members are selected in their personal capacities for their scientific and technical 

knowledge and experience, as well as their commitment and willingness to volunteer the necessary 

time and effort. Committees should have broad geographical representation and balance of gender.  

 

The IVR Advisory Committees consist of no more than 14 members, appointed by the Director IVB. 

As a rule, members are appointed initially for one calendar year, renewable for a maximum of five 

years. However, a member missing two meetings will be regarded as a resignation on the Advisory 

Committee. The Chair of each Committee is appointed by the Director IVB. 

 

Depending on the expertise required, including the review of proposals submitted, Committees may be 

supplemented by other experts, including those from other WHO advisory groups. 

 

Members are asked to disclose any conflict of interest or involvement – financial, professional or 

otherwise – in relation to activities carried out by the Committee, in particular in relation to projects or 

proposals under consideration for funding. 

 

Members are expected to attend the Advisory Committees meetings, which are normally held 

annually, make available their advice in the interim, and may occasionally be asked to participate in 

other meetings, as well as site visits. When travelling for WHO activities, the costs for travel, 

accommodation and subsistence are covered by WHO according to its standard procedures. Members 

will normally be notified at least three months in advance of meetings. The IVR Secretariat 

participates in all meetings. All documents provided to the Committees and any other information 

disclosed must be treated as confidential and members and observers must agree to sign a 

confidentiality agreement. Meetings will take place in English without interpretation. English fluency 

is therefore expected. 

 

All recommendations from the Committees are advisory to the Director IVB, who retains 

responsibility for subsequent decisions or actions by IVR regarding any proposals, policy issues or 

other matters considered by the Advisory Committees. 



 

Interested parties are invited to submit their nomination to WHO using the nomination form in Annex 

2, along with a letter of support and curriculum vitae. The nomination of developing country 

experts and of women are particularly encouraged. 

 

WHO reserves the right to decide freely on the selection of experts who will be invited as members of 

IVR Advisory Committees, in WHO’s sole discretion, and without having to provide any justification 

to experts who will not be so invited. WHO will advise only those who have been selected, and the 

selection process will not be subject to any claims or appeal. 

 

 

Information about the Initiative for Vaccine Research is available on WHO’s web site at: 

http://www.who.int/vaccines_research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominations should be submitted to WHO/IVR by electronic mail ONLY at 

 

vaccineresearch@who.int 

 

The deadline for receipt of nominations is 30 November 2011. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Annex 1 

 
 

 

Vacancies on IVR Advisory Committees 

effective 2012 
 

Nomination from developing countries and of women are highly encouraged. 

 

 

 

1. WHO-UNAIDS HIV Vaccine Advisory Committee  

 Two positions are open for nomination, with expertise in: 

a. Biomedical HIV prevention research e.g. ARV-based pre-exposure prevention 

methodologies, prevention of transmission, etc. 

b. Design of HIV vaccine clinical trials and biostatistics. 

 

 

2. Advisory Committee on Quantitative Research in Immunization  

 Four positions are open for nomination, with one or more of the following background 

and expertise as applied to infectious diseases and vaccines: 

a. Broad knowledge and experience in quantitative and qualitative research 

methodologies and their application. 

b. Broad knowledge of methodologies and their application in mathematical 

modelling. 

c. Epidemiological background and research experience particularly in operations, 

translation and/or implementation research. 

d. Experience and broad knowledge of public health programmes and interventions, 

particularly in areas of vaccines and immunization. 

e. Extensive experience and knowledge of research ethics, social sciences research 

and related methodologies. 

 

 

An independent panel comprising the Chairs of the above advisory committees will 

evaluate all nominations. The Chair of the IVR Vaccine Advisory Committee (IVAC) 

will chair the panel. 

 

Only selected experts will be contacted (individually) by the WHO Secretariat. 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

Annex 2 

 
 

Nomination Form for IVR Advisory CommitteeIVR Advisory CommitteeIVR Advisory CommitteeIVR Advisory Committee    
 

 

 

Name of Advisory Committee for which the nomination is made:  
 

 
Advisory Committee on Quantitative 
Research in Immunization 

 
WHO-UNAIDS HIV Vaccine 
Advisory Committee  

 

Name of nominee:   

Affiliation:   

E-mail address:   

Gender:   male   female 

Field(s) of expertise1:   

Nationality:    

Current country of  
residence:    
 
Describe why you think this person would make a good member of this Advisory 
Committee (include issues of likely ability to participate and contribute to discussions; 
level of seniority; expertise in the area).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name and affiliation of nominator:    
 
Date:  

 

                                                
1
 as indicated in Annex 1 "Vacancies on IVR Advisory Committees, effective 2012".   

  


