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Vision:  An AIDS-Free Africa through an 
Effective Vaccine“

Mission: The AAVP is a network of African HIV 
vaccine stakeholders, committed to HIV vaccine 
development for Africa, through research, 
advocacy, partnership, and contribution to 
capacity strengthening and policy development.
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Forum of partners

AAVP AAVP CentersCenters of Excellenceof Excellence

* To be moved from WHO/Geneva to an African location in 2009
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AAVP Collaborating Centers

Biomedical research
(Mboup, Williamson, Kaleebu)

Communication & media 
(ACE Media, Kenya)

Regulatory issues (TBN)

Ethics, law and human 
rights (Wassernaar)
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Country-based strategic 
planning (AAVP secretariat)
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◦ Developing advocacy strategies & communication 
tools on HIV vaccines specifically tailored for 
African communities
◦ Networking people and institutions on HIV 

prevention
◦ Promoting the development of appropriate 

candidate vaccines for Africa
◦ Facilitating the preparation for clinical trials 

through capacity building
◦ Developing strategies for future access to HIV 

vaccines in Africa
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National AIDS Vaccine PlansNational AIDS Vaccine Plans

January 2001 Nigeria
July 2001 Tanzania
October  2001 Zambia
September 2002 Cote D’Ivoire
October 2002 Ethiopia
November 2002 Cameroon
September 2003 Uganda (update)
March 2006 Uganda (update)
July 2004 Kenya 
September 2004 Tanzania (update)
December 2004 Botswana
March 2005 Kenya 
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AAVP ForumsAAVP Forums
A Highly visibility meeting bringing together all partners, including 
African and international scientists, research agencies and donors

June 2002: The First AAVP Forum was launched in Cape Town, South Africa
Major recommendation: Develop strategies and plans to support the on-going efforts 
to implement multiple HIV vaccine trial sites in Africa.
June 2003: 2nd forum in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Major recommendation: Need the development of ethical, legal and regulatory 
frameworks in support of the development of HIV vaccine trial sites

October 2005: 3rd forum in Yaoundé, Cameroon
Major recommendation: YAOUNDE STATEMENT - Need to better define Africa's 
role and contribution to the global efforts for the development of safe, effective and 
affordable HIV vaccines for African countries – The Global Enterprise.

November 28th -30th 2007: 4th forum in Abuja, Nigeria
Major recommendation: Abuja Commitment – Commitment by African leaders to 
support AAVP and AIDS vaccine initiated at the Abuja declaration of 2001
2009 - Uganda
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AAVP Policy documens, Publications & 
Support for Young African Scientists

AAVP Policy documens, Publications & 
Support for Young African Scientists

• Guidance document on National Vaccine Plan Template
• Policy document on role of HIV subtypes in vaccines 
• Obstacles to enrollment of women and adolescents in 

vaccine clinical trials
• Trainings & inventory (biomedical, GCP, regulatory, ethics, 

scientific)
• Site development including support of other trials e.g. 

malaria or TB which could have benefit to HIV vaccine trials
• Support targeted research via institutional and regional 

collaboration (new AAVP collaborating centers): 
http://www.who.int/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/aavp/aavp
_full_applications/en/index.html
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• Supporting the implementation of National AIDS Vaccine 
Plans

• Strengthening advocacy and addressing community 
issues 

• Supporting capacity building (GCP, regulatory, ethics)
• Strengthening vaccine clinical trial sites development, 

building on synergies between HIV, TB and malaria 
vaccine R&D

• Promoting and supporting targeted research via 
institutional and regional collaboration (AAVP 
Collaborating Centers)

Plans for 2008-20009
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO AAVP (2003-2007) 
USD 7,622,000

CIDA
56%

other sources
12%

SAREC
9%

UNAIDS - UBW-
WHO
23%

CIDA
UNAIDS - UBW-WHO
SAREC
NIH
IAVI
CDC
BMFG
Henry Jackson Found
World Bank
ANRS
Others
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Progress in number of African countries 
participating in vaccine trials

2000 (AAVP initiated) 2008

Countries preparing for 
vaccine trials

Countries currently 
involved in vaccine trials
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Work Areas/AAVP Collaborating 
Centers

Estimated Financial 
Resources Required (in US$ 

millions)
2008 2009 Total

Country-based strategic planning .50 .70 1.20

Regulatory issues .50 .70 1.20

Biomedical research .50 .75 1.25

Communication and media .40 .45 .85

Ethics, law and human rights .40 .45 .85

Global coordination and Programme
management

.70 .70 1.40

Total 3.0 3.75 6.75
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Appointment and visit of the high representative for 
AAVP
In 2007 the AAVP Strategic Plan identified the need for a 
high level AAVP advocate "AAVP High Representative" to 
advocate for the AAVP and help in raising funds in and 
outside of Africa. In October Her Excellency Jeannette 
Kagamé, the first Lady of Rwanda, agreed to act as the 
AAVP High Representative and advocate for the 
programme in order to raise funds within and outside 
Africa. 

On the 13th of March 2008, Her Excellency paid a visit to WHO's Geneva headquarters. She 
met with the heads of both WHO and UNAIDS. As High Representative, she will help the 
Programme reach a wider audience to inform, educate and advocate in favour of an AIDS 
vaccine for Africa. Her efforts will also help garner additional political and financial support. As 
the continent most affected by HIV/AIDS, it is critical that Africa is part of the process of HIV 
vaccine research and development so that a future vaccine is effective there.
- Related press release [pdf 85kb]

Initiative for Vaccine Research (IVR)
WHO > Programmes and projects > Initiative for Vaccine Research (IVR) > Selection of Diseases in IVR Portfolio > WHO-UNAIDS HIV Vaccine 
Initiative

The African AIDS Vaccine 
Programme (AAVP)

Highlights

http://www.who.int/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/aavp/en/

http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/newsroom/27_11_AAVP_PR_7.pdf
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/vaccine_research/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/vaccine_research/diseases/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/en/
http://www.who.int/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/aavp/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/newsroom/27_11_AAVP_PR_7.pdf
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