Annex 2

Environmentally relevant sections of Article 9, Aquaculture
Development, of the FAO Code of Conduet for Responsible Fisheries

B 9] Responsible development of aquaculture, including culture-based fisheries,
in areas under national jurisdiction

9.1.1 Seates should establish, maintain and develop an appropriate legal and
administrative framework which facilitates the development of responsible
aquaculture.

9.1.2 States should promote responsible development and management of
aquaculture, including an advance evaluation of the effects of aquaculture
development on genetic diversity and ecosystem integrity, based on the best
available scientific information.

9.1.3 States should produce and regularly update aquaculture development
strategies and plans, as required, to ensure that aquaculture development is
ecologically sustainable and to allow the rational use of resources shared by
aquaculture and other activities.

9.1.4 States should ensure that the livelihoods of local communities, and their
access to fishing grounds, are not negatively affected by aquaculture
developments.

9.1.5 States should establish effective procedures specific to aguaculture to
undertake appropriate environmental assessment and monitoring with the aim
of minimizing adverse ecological changes and related economic and social
consequences resulting from water extraction, land use, discharge of effluents,
use of drugs and chemicals, and other aguaculture activities.

B 9.2 Responsible development of aquaculture including culture-based fisheries
within transboundary aquatic ecosystems

9.2.1 States should protect transhoundary agquatic ecosystems by supporting
responsible aquaculture practices within their national jurisdiction and by
cooperation in the promotion of sustainable aquaculture practices.

9.2.2 States should, with due respect to their neighbouring States, and in
accordance with international law, ensure responsible choice of species, siting
and management of aguaculture activities which could affect transboundary
aquatic ecosystems.

9.2.3 States should consult with their neighbouring States, as appropriate,

before introducing non-indigenous  species  into  transboundary  aguatic
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9.2.4 States should establish appropriate mechanisms, such as databases and
information networks to collect, share and disseminate data related to their
aquaculture activities 1o facilitate cooperation on planning for aquaculture
development at the national, subregional, regional and global level.

9.2.5 States should cooperate in the development of appropriate mechanisms,
when reguired, to monitor the impacts of inputs used in aguaculture.

9.3 Use of aguatic genetic resources for the purposes of aquaculture including
culture-based fisheries

9.3.1 States should conserve genetic diversity and maintain integrity of
aquatic communities and ecosystems by appropriate management. In
particular, efforts should be undertaken to minimize the harmful effects of
introducing  non-native species or  genetically  altered  stocks used for
aquaculture including culture-based fisheries into waters, especially where
there is a significant potential for the spread of such non-native species or
genetically altered stocks into waters under the jurisdiction of other States as
well as waters under the jurisdiction of the State of origin, States should,
whenever possible, promote steps to minimize adverse genetic, disease and
other effects of escaped farmed fish on wild stocks.

9.3.2 States should cooperate in the elaboration, adoption and implementation
of international codes of practice and procedures for introductions and
transfers of aquaticorganisms,

9.3.3 States should, in order to minimize risks of disease transfer and other
adverse effects on wild and cultured stocks, encourage adoption of
appropriate practices in the genetic improvement of broodstocks, the
introduction of non-native species, and in the production, sale and transport of
eges, larvae or fry, broodstock or other live materials. States should facilitate
the preparation and implementation of appropriate national codes of practice
and procedures to this effect.

9.3.4 States should promote the use of appropriate procedures for the selection
of broodstock and the production of eggs, larvae and fry.

9.3.5 States should, where appropriate, promote research and, when feasible,
the development of culture techniques for endangered species to protect,
rehabilitate and enhance their stocks, taking into account the critical need to
conserve genetic diversity of endangered species.

9.4 Responsible aquaculture at the production level

9.4.1 States should promote responsible aquaculture practices in support of
rural communities, producer organizations and fish farmers.

9.4.2 States should promote active participation of fish farmers and their
communities in the development of responsible aquaculture management
practices.
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9.4.3 States should promote efforts which improve selection and use of
appropriate feeds, feed additives and fertilizers, including manures.

9.4.4 States should promote effective farm and fish health management
practices favouring hygienic measures and vaccines. Safe, effective and
minimal use ol therapeutants, hormones and drugs, antibiotics and other
disease control chemicals should be ensured.

9.4.5 States should regulate the use of chemical inputs in aquaculture which
are hazardous to human health and the environment.

9.4.6 States should require that the disposal of wastes such as offal, sludge,
dead or diseased fish, excess veterinary drugs and other hazardous chemical
inputs does not constitute a hazard to human health and the environment.

9.4.7 States should ensure the food safety of aguaculture products and
promote efforts which maintain product quality and improve their value
through particular care before and during harvesting and on-site processing
and in storage and transport of the products.

Source: FAQ (1995), Cade of conduct for responsible fisheries. Rome, Food
and Agriculiure Organization of the United Nations
(http:/www. fao.org/documents/show _edr.asp?url_file="DOCREP/005/v9878e
MVOETEe00. him).
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