
 
 
 

CORRIGENDA 
 
Aide memoire: use of medical and non-medical/fabric masks for community outreach 
activities during the COVID-19 pandemic, based on current WHO guidance, 31 May 2021 
(WHO/2019-nCoV/IPC_Masks/Comm_health_care/2021.1) 
 
 
Page 1, column 2 (‘2. WHO guidance on mask use’), lines 8–21 
 
Delete: The use of a mask should always be accompanied by other infection, prevention and 

control (IPC) measures such as physical distancing of at least 1 metre, hand hygiene, 
avoidance of touching one’s face, and respiratory etiquette using a bent elbow whenever 
coughing or sneezing. Limiting stay in crowded or enclosed spaces, ensuring adequate 
ventilation of indoor settings (6), and regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces are also key 
precautionary measures to follow. Their implementation in coordination with broader 
public health and social measures (PHSMs) such as testing, contact tracing, quarantine 
and isolation is critical to prevent human-to-human transmission of SARS-CoV-2 (4,5). 

Insert: The use of a mask should always be accompanied by other infection prevention and 
control (IPC) measures such as physical distancing of at least 1 metre, hand hygiene, 
avoidance of touching one’s face, and respiratory etiquette using a bent elbow whenever 
coughing or sneezing. Limiting stay in crowded or enclosed spaces, ensuring adequate 
ventilation of indoor settings (6), and regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces are also key 
precautionary measures to follow. Their implementation in coordination with broader 
public health and social measures (PHSMs) such as testing, contact tracing, quarantine 
and isolation is critical to prevent human-to-human transmission of SARS-CoV-2 (4,5). 

 
Page 4, Box, lines 15–17 
 
Delete: 

• Factory-made fabric masks should meet the minimum thresholds related to three 
essential parameters: (i) filtration (> 70% BFE or particulate filtration efficacy (PFE), (ii) 
breathability (< 60 pa/cm

2
); and (iii) snug fit (full coverage of mouth/nose/sides of face 

with minimal gaps).  
 
Insert: 

• Factory-made fabric masks should meet the minimum thresholds related to the three 
essential parameters of the CEN CWA 17553 guidance: (i) filtration efficacy (>70% with 
3 ± 0.5 μm particles, either solid or liquid); (ii) breathability (< 60 pa/cm2); (iii) and snug 
fit (full coverage of mouth/nose/sides of face with minimal gaps).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
These corrections have been incorporated into the electronic file.  


