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Frances Gardner is Professor of Child and Family Psychology in the Department of 
Social Policy and Intervention, and Fellow of Wolfson College. She has been 
variously Director and Deputy Director of the graduate programme in Evidence-
Based Social Intervention and Policy Evaluation at Oxford since it began in 2003, as 
well as co-Director of the Centre for Evidence-Based Intervention.  

Her research focuses on the development and testing of parenting interventions for 
reducing child behaviour problems, and violence against children, in high, as well as 
low and middle income countries, with projects in the UK, USA, Eastern Europe, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Thailand and the Philippines.  

She investigates questions about transportability of parenting interventions across 
cultures and countries, about mechanisms of change, and about the subgroups of 
families and children for whom these interventions are most effective. She conducts 
randomised controlled trials of community-based parenting programmes in several 
countries, as well as systematic reviews, investigating questions about effectiveness 
of parenting interventions for families and children, for reducing antisocial behaviour, 
and for reducing harsh parenting and violence against children. She has a particular 
interest in investigating differential effects of interventions for families and children 
with varying clinical characteristics and from different social and cultural 
backgrounds; and in parenting intervention mechanisms of change, and 
transportability across countries and cultures.  She has experience in direct 
observational methods for assessing parent-child interaction.  
 
Her work has considerable impact on policy and practice; she advises to government 
ministries in many countries, as well as to WHO and UNICEF; she is a founder 
member of WHO’s ‘Parenting for Lifelong Health’ initiative; she serves on the Board 
of ‘Blueprints for Violence Prevention’, on a WHO Expert Panel on Standard of 
Evidence in Violence Prevention, and previously, the Scientific Advisory Board for 
the National Academy of Parenting Practitioners, and for SFI, the Danish National 
Centre for Social Research; and on a UNODC Expert Panel on worldwide family 
skills training. She is Associate Editor of ‘Prevention Science’, and has served on the 
Editorial Board of the Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology. 
 


