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Maternal and newborn health activities and COVID-19

Clinical guidance 

• Clinical management of severe acute 
respiratory infection when COVID-19 
is suspected

• Includes section on caring for 
pregnant women. 

• Clinical characterization case record 
form: Pregnancy module

Advice for the public

• Q&A on COVID-19, pregnancy, 
childbirth and breastfeeding

• Infographics on pregnancy, 
breastfeeding and IPC

• Several webinars

• Work with partners/networks to gather, 
synthesize and share information 
(e.g. RMC, professional organizations, 
GLANCE/parents organizations).

Technical guidance

• WHO Academy app - Caring for 
pregnancy and breastfeeding women 
with COVID

• App to support health workers easily 
access all the WHO COVID-19 
guidance

• IPC guidance as related to MNCAAH

https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-management-of-severe-acute-respiratory-infection-when-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-is-suspected
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-characterization-case-record-form-pregnancy-module
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-on-covid-19-pregnancy-childbirth-and-breastfeeding
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/emergencies/COVID-19-pregnancy-ipc-breastfeeding-infographics/en/
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Child Health

Guidance/Webinars

• WHO Academy application
(Apple App Store and the 
Google Play Store).

• Oxygen therapy in COVID-19.
• Clinical management of severe acute 

respiratory infection when COVID-19 
is suspected.

• WHO-IPA-UNICEF COVID-19 
Webinars.

Advice for the public Advocacy 

• UN Briefs and Joint Statements.

• Call for Coordinated Action to 
Protect and Support ALL Young 
Children and Their Caregivers.

• The Impact of COVID-19 on 
Children.

• COVID-19 Healthy Parenting Tips.

• Helping children cope with stress
during COVID-19.

• Qs and As on Breastfeeding.
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Adolescent health activities and COVID

Advocacy

• IANYD statement on youth and 
COVID - indirect socio-economic 
and health impacts

• Developed in collaboration with 
the UN Interagency Network for 
Youth Development.

Advice for the public 

• Q&A on adolescents and youth and 
COVID-19

• Developed with inputs from young 
people from the Adolescents and 
Youth Constituency of the PMNCH 
& in collaboration with UNESCO, 
UNFPA and UNICEF. 

Technical guidance 

• Considerations for school-related 
public health measures in the 
context of COVID-19

• Compact for Young People in 
Humanitarian Action COVID-19: 
Working with and for young people 
(impacts of COVID-19, and 
solutions, on young people Safety 
and Protection; Health; Education; 
Economic Impacts, Impact on civic 
space and participation).

https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2020/04/IAYND-Statement-COVID19-Youth.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/question-and-answers-hub/q-a-detail/q-a-for-adolescents-and-youth-related-to-covid-19
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1277622/retrieve
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• Technical Guidance
a) specific to older adults
b) embedded in other WHO guidance
c) informing partners

- ICP in Long Term Care Facilities;
- PHC essential and coordinated services for

older adults 

• Policy briefs and strategy documents 
- UN, OCHA, UN DESA – May 2020 update:

older adults included as vulnerable
populations in HRP update

• Communication
- Facilitating DG response to CSOs
- Webinars to engage country staff

ICP in LTCF March

UN HRP May

UN SG Brief April

Older persons & COVID – what are we doing - examples
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Research

Coordination

• Quantitative and qualitative 
data on indirect effects of 
COVID and their mitigation in 
countries

• Coordinating a new three-
country project to use ongoing 
women (including pregnant 
women) and child cohorts 
(n=10,000) to study COVID-19

Investigation Leadership 

Leading a global network on 
MNCAH COVID research which 
aims to share and harmonize 
ongoing research, identify 
research priorities and promote 
early use of research results.

Leading the working group on 
case definition, clinical 
characterization and treatment 
of Multisystem Inflammatory 
syndrome in children and 
adolescents.
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Monitoring and Evaluation

Leadership

Co leading with UNICEF multi partner 
group (UNFPA, GFF, Momentum, 
BMGF, USAID, DFID) to develop 
guidance and tool kit on lead 
indicators to track disruption of 
Essential SRMNCAH and Nutrition 
Services.

Modelling Technical Assistance

• Reviewing, contributing to data 
collection instruments for 
monitoring assessment of 
disruption of essential MNCAH 
services.

Leading modeling consortium to 
harmonize modelling efforts to 
assess disruption to SRMNCAH 
and Nutrition Services.

Joint UNICEF-WHO joint webinar 
on LiST modelling of indirect 
under-five and maternal deaths 
due to service disruptions during 
the COVID-19 pandemic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=CHjcdEpudGY&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHjcdEpudGY&feature=youtu.be
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Overall Guidance on Maintaining Services 
(Developed MNCAH and Ageing components)

Operational guidance on maintaining 
essential health services during an 
outbreak

Community-based health care, including 
outreach and campaigns, in the context 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.



COVID-19: Resources and support

Resources

https://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/links/covid19-resources-and-support-for-mncah-and-ageing/en/

Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health and Ageing

https://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/links/covid19-resources-and-support-for-mncah-and-ageing/en/


COVID-19:
Mitigating indirect 

impacts on MNCAH and 
Ageing health services



Purpose:
Support countries in developing and implementing an optimal 
response to COVID-19, while reducing the indirect effects on pregnant 
women, newborns, children, adolescents and older adults (MNCAAH) 
due to health services disruption.

Goal: 
Prevent decrease in utilization of essential health services for 
RMNCAAH/N, in order to prevent increase in mortality, malnutrition, 
mental and physical ill health



Workstreams

Synthesis and 
dissemination of 

effective response 
strategies

Capturing 
experiences of 
stakeholders in 

countries

Models to assess 
impact on 

MNCAH services

Data to monitor 
the impact on 

MNCAH services

Country policy 
dialogue and 

implementation



Countries

• African Region: Nigeria, Ethiopia, DRC, South Africa, 
Cameroon, Uganda/Ivory Coast, and Kenya

• South-East Asia Region: India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal 
and Timor-Leste

• Eastern Mediterranean Region:  Pakistan, Sudan and Yemen
• European Region: Romania, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan 
• Americas Region: Brazil and Bolivia



Country policy dialogue and implementation

• Evidence-informed strategies are in place in the 20 countries to mitigate indirect effects 
of the pandemic in the five vulnerable population groups (pregnant women, newborns, 
children and adolescents and older adults), as part of the pandemic response. 

• Countries are using a clear set of indicators and visualizations to monitor the indirect 
effects of COVID-19 on essential MNCAAH services to inform corrective actions.

• Stakeholders’ experiences of strategies implemented in different contexts, as well as 
innovations to maintain essential health services, both successful and unsuccessful, are 
captured, collated and communicated



Modeling
Models that assess the impact of the indirect effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
provision and/or use of core health services for pregnant women, newborns, children 
and adolescents and older adults streamlined

• Review of models to evaluate and assess assumptions and parameters and provide technical note 
on recommendations for modeling impact of COVID on non COVID MNCAAH essential services 
and using models to inform strategies to maintain services

• Summary of findings of multiple models on impact of COVID on non COVID MNCAAH services

• Country-specific models of indirect effect of COVID-19 on MNCAAH essential services developed 
for 20 countries (and updated periodically) with actual disruption data

• Country-specific models on maintaining key MNCAAH essential services during pandemic 
developed for 20 countries regions (and updated periodically) based on country specific strategies 
for maintaining services

• Explanatory notes/Policy briefs that include modelling results and visualizations developed and 
disseminated globally and for 20 countries 



Modeling
to assess the impact of the indirect effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on provision 
and/or use of core health services for pregnant women, newborns, children and 
adolescents and older adults streamlined

• Summary of findings of multiple models on impact of COVID on non COVID MNCAAH 
services shared with countries. 

• Country-specific models of indirect effect of COVID-19 on MNCAAH essential services 
developed for 20 countries (and updated periodically) with actual disruption data

• Country-specific models on maintaining key MNCAAH essential services during pandemic 
developed for 20 countries regions (and updated periodically) based on country specific 
strategies for maintaining services

• Explanatory notes/Policy briefs that include modelling results and visualizations 
developed and disseminated globally and for 20 countries 



Synthesis, analysis and dissemination
Of strategies undertaken to improve system preparedness and responses

• Synthesis of lessons learned during past outbreaks
• Collection, classification and dissemination of policies, tools and communication 

materials developed for MNCAAH during COVID-19
• Template to support programmes to document experiences and lessons learned



Capturing experiences of stakeholders at 
country level
to inform the policy dialogue, modelling exercises, and foster broader awareness of 
country-specific innovations 

• Coordinate, collaborate and leverage the capacity of work already started by different partners, 
professional associations, NGOs, etc.

• Stimulate cross-regional learning and amplify dissemination of experiences across all regions 

• Capture specific examples of efforts to improve the clinical and social responses using simple 
generic tools, and communicate the efforts rapidly 



Data to monitor the impact on MNCAH services

• Practical guidance on recommended SRMNCAH/N indicators, commonly reported 
in existing routine health information systems, to monitor disruptions in service 
delivery

• Guidance will include simple visualizations, notes on interpretation and links to 
additional resources
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Other MCA planned activities

• Link maternal death surveillance and response to rapid mortality surveillance to better 
understand causes of maternal deaths during COVID pandemic in select countries.

• Compiling evidence and information on pregnancy-related deaths.

• Global evidence review and guidance for school health services personnel on best practices 
during remote learning and telemedicine to ensure the continuity of preventive services to 
students.

• Guidance for health care professionals on good practices during teleconsultations to ensure 
adherence to the principles of confidentiality and non-coercive decision making.

• Measuring proportion of infections and deaths in long term care facilities.



THANK
YOU!
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