
 

Papua New Guinea  
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Health Situation Report #27 
28 June 2020 

Situation Summary and Highlights  
 

 The total number of COVID-19 cases in PNG has increased to 11, following the 
confirmation of Case #10 and Case #11 on 24 and 25 June, respectively.  

 Case #10 is a 27-year old female soldier at Murray Barracks in the National 
Capital District. Although working in the same building as Case #9, there was 
no direct link between these two cases.  

 Case #11 is a 26-year old female who is a close contact of Case #10 (housemate). 
Contact tracing, contact monitoring and quarantining of symptomatic contacts 
are ongoing. 

 Four out of the eleven confirmed COVID-19 cases in PNG had a history of travel 
to countries reporting COVID-19 cases. Seven of the eleven cases had no travel 
history during the likely period of infection.  

 The threat of case importation from Indonesia remains high. 
 For the period of 17 to 23 June, the average national surveillance reporting rate 

is 60%. During the same period, three (3) provinces (New Ireland, Milne Bay and 
Western Highlands) did not submit any reports. 
 

Surveillance and Points of Entry  

• After the confirmation of Case #9, testing among the military personnel and close contacts was conducted. This testing was 

instrumental to identifying the succeeding cases. Contact tracing, contact monitoring and quarantining of symptomatic contacts are 

ongoing. As of 26 June, a total of 47 contacts of the three active cases are under monitoring.  

• There is an improvement in the daily reporting of suspected COVID-19 (including SARI) patients by province over the last few weeks. 

While completeness of reporting is increasing, reports and collection of samples are still not representative to generate solid 

transmission assessment.  

• For the period of 17 to 23 June, the average national surveillance reporting rate is 60%. Nine (9) provinces (ARoB, Enga, Madang, 

Western, East Sepik, Gulf, Jiwaka, NCD, Eastern Highlands) have achieved over 80% reporting. During the same period, three (3) 

provinces (New Ireland, Milne Bay and Western Highlands) did not submit any reports.  

 

This Situation Report is jointly issued by PNG National Department of Health and World Health Organization once weekly. This Report is not comprehensive and covers information received as of reporting date. 
 

Figure 1. Daily COVID-19 Surveillance Reporting by Province 
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• Papua Province in Indonesia is continuously reporting COVID-19 cases in areas that border West Sepik and Western Provinces. While 

the border is officially closed, it is porous. The situation poses high risk of importation of COVID-19 cases. As of 27 June, Papua 

Province has reported a total of 1633 confirmed cases and 7 deaths.  

• As of 26 June, a total of 7147 samples were collected for COVID-19 PCR testing. The surge in number is from the mass testing among 

uniformed personnel and contacts following the confirmation of the recent COVID-19 cases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The figure below shows the number of COVID-19 PCR lab results by province from January to 25 June (prior to mass testing 

mentioned above).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• From 9 to 21 June, the total number of persons in quarantine (PIQs) is 482. As of 25 June, NCC monitors were able to speak with 
and successfully check on symptoms of 470 (99.6%) PIQs.  

• On 27 June, the Protocol on COVID-19 ‘New Normal’ Management of International Arrivals (General Inbound Travellers and Foreign 
Workers) was issued. This detailed protocol aims to ensure a standardized system is established for quarantining all inbound 
passengers to prevent the spread of disease from countries /areas with community transmission and reduce transmission in areas 
of the country where community transmission has been established.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Number of COVID-19 PCR Lab Results by Province from January to 25 June 2020 (n=5617) 

Source: NCC RRT Dashboard as of 25 June, 10PM 
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Clinical Management and Infection Prevention and Control  
 
• In response to the new cases confirmed in Port Moresby recently, the National Control Centre implements the following measures: 

(1) All confirmed COVID patients are to be isolated at a designated isolation facility regardless of severity, unless capacity of facilities 
is overwhelmed which may necessitate to introduce home isolation; (2) Rita Flynn Facility shall be fully activated to absorb up to 70 
patients for NCD and Central Province; and, (3) All provincial hospitals should have isolation wards fully prepared to accept patients. 

• The NCD PHA has a Surge Expansion Plan for COVID-19 where the neighbouring fields (Bisini Grounds) adjacent to the Rita Flynn 
Facility will be utilized for a 200-bed spillover isolation ward set up for mild to moderate patients. The PHA is planning to set up five 
(5) wards of forty (40) patients each. In such eventuality, the Rita Flynn Facility will be designated for severe patients.  

• The data available at the national level in terms of number of facilities for COVID-19 pre-triaging, quarantine and isolation are based 
on the responses of provincial authorities to the Provincial Preparedness Checklist (PPC) and the questionnaires (based on PPC) 
filled out by the provinces and/or interview of provincial staff by NDOH regional coordinators. Additional sources of information 
include the records of assessment for medical and non-medical equipment, laboratory diagnostics, health workforce and financial 
resources from stakeholders and partners. The data are undergoing validation.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 5. Number of Facilities and Beds for COVID-19 (data as of 27 June) 

Table 6. Number of Beds for Impatient Facilities  
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• A team of technical officers from NDoH and WHO continues to roll out the comprehensive training on clinical management, infection 
prevention and control (IPC), surveillance, rapid response and risk communication.  

• Most of the provincial trainings were conducted together with awareness and sensitization activities for health workers, other 
government employees like teachers, disciplinary forces, NGOs, business houses, and other stakeholders.  Some provinces have 
conducted their own trainings, but with varied scope and content.  

• District-level integrated training of the frontline health workers on Infection Prevention & Control, Strengthening Surveillance & 
Contact Tracing, Clinical Management, and Risk Communication & Community Engagement is ongoing in 7 provinces of Highlands 
region. This is implemented by UNICEF through World Bank-funded NDOH-UNICEF financial agreement. The 1st batch of training 
was conducted on 23-26th June, where NDOH, WHO & UNICEF provided technical assistance and UNICEF representative & WHO 
team lead inaugurated it virtually. 

 

 
Communication, Community Engagement and Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions 
(Social Measures) – NIUPELA PASIN 
 

• National and provincial teams continue to conduct mass awareness activities using TV, radio, community dialogues and social media 
to raise risk perception on COVID-19, with messages developed by NDOH and WHO. Communication on other health issues such 
as immunization, dengue prevention and accessing health services continues to be disseminated at the national and provincial levels.  

• UNICEF conducts awareness activities through broadcasting in NBC TV and FM 100.  

• A ten-day training supported by UNICEF is ongoing for 300 school teachers and management staff on “New Normal” focusing on 

hygiene practices, mental health and psychosocial protection for all ECD, primary and secondary schools in Port Moresby. 

• WHO supports NDOH and the National Command Center in promoting health measures under the “NIUPELA PASIN (New Normal). 
These measures include: (1) Keep at least 1.5-meter distance at all times and in all public places; (2) Limit social gathering and time 
spent in crowded places; (3) Wear a face mask if physical distancing is not possible; (4) Greet each other without touching -- no 
handshake, no fist or elbow bumps but (5) Greet with the smile, bow, nod or a simple hello; (6) Clean hands frequently – wash with 
soap and water or alcohol-based sanitizer; (7) Cough into your bent elbow – not your hands; (8) Avoid touching your mouth, eyes 
and nose.; and, (9) Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. The public is advised to call 1-800200 immediately 
if COVID-19 symptoms such as fever, dry cough, shortness of breath are experienced. 

• Consultations on Niupela Pasin with stakeholders are ongoing. This week, initial dialogue was held in Port Moresby with Council of 
Churches Public Relations Manager.  Dialogues were also held with ward councillors and a leader of a church in West Sepik. 
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Logistics and Supplies  

 

• WHO supported the procurement of items for and assembly of 500 Quarantine Kits which shall be distributed to those who will be 
required to do home quarantine.  

• A summary of procurement by UNICEF and UNOPS that are supported by the World Bank COVID-19 Project is presented below. 
Apart from these, World Bank has allocated resources under the UNICEF component for risk communication and community 
Engagement activities, contact tracing in provinces, and logistics for provincial training; and, for specimen transportation under the 
UNOPS component.  
 

• A total of 631 000 PPE items (mask, face shields, gloves, gowns, goggles, coveralls and other items) supported by UNICEF arrived in 
two shipments in Port Moresby. Delivery and distribution are underway.  

• Total PPE supplies distributed to provinces shall be presented in the following Situation Report to cover the period of April  to June 
2020. Thereafter, updates shall be provided monthly. 

 
Funding and Expenditure 
• The total USAID contribution for the COVID-19 response in Papua New Guinea is USD 3.55 million: USD 1.75 million through FHI 

360; USD 1.2 million through UNICEF; and, USD 600 000 through WHO.  

• The table below pertains to the funds that are at the NDOH Health Services Improvement Program (HSIP) Trust Account 
.  

 

 

Table 10. Procurement under the World Bank COVID-19 Project  
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ANNEX A – Pandemic Measure Orders 
 

Pandemic 

Measure 

Number 

Title 
 

Scope 
 

Issurance 
Date 

 

No. 1 
 

Revocation of all 
previous 
measures 

Revocation of all previous measures prior to 22 June 2020. 22.06.2020 

No. 2 
 

International 
travel measures 
 

Definition and designation of First Port of Entry; entry of vehicle, vessel or aircraft coming into 
PNG only through First Port of Entry; entry of persons to PNG (including citizens and permanent 
residents) by aircraft and vessels; No person is permitted to board an aircraft bound for PNG 
unless tested for COVID-19 using RT-PCR within 14-day period prior to boarding and have 
returned negative results; exemption can be given in writing by Controller; these measuers do 
not apply to persons approved to enter PNG on or prior to 20 June; suspension of traditional 
border crossing arrangements (with indonesia, Australia, FSM, Solomon Islands); boarding of 
aircraft bound for PNG only with exemption in writing by Controller; quarantine of returning 
citizens and permanent residents at designated facilities (at Government's cost) or designated 
hotels (at individuals' cost); quarantine of non-citizens and non-permanent residents at 
designated hotels (at individuals' cost); self-quarantine of foreign diplomats at appropriate 
residence for 14 days; failure to adhere to self-quarantine as an offence under National Pandemic 
Act 2020 and declaration as persona non grata of those who fail to comply; quarantine exemption 
granted by Controller; requirements for compliance for self-isolation and quarantine; conditions 
for leaving a designated place prior to completion of 14 days; and authorized officials to ensure 
appropriate levels of surveillance and border monitoring systems. 

22.06.2020 

No. 3 
 

Domestic travel 
measures 

Conditions for compliance of all domestic flights; no restriction of flights within PNG; non-
restriction of travel by foot, vehicle and vessel between provinces; and roadblocks to be 
established when directed by Controller. 

22.06.2020 

No. 4 
 

Provincial 
coordination 
measures 

 

Appointment of Provincial Administrators as authorised officers for implementation of measures 
in the respective provinces, and the Chief Secretary for ARoB; set-up and composition of 
Provincial Advisory Committee; the development of Provincial Response Plan consistent with 
National Response Plan; set up of Provincial Control Centre; daily required reporting of Provincial 
Adiminisrators to the Controller; observance of safe health and hygiene practices as 
recommended by NDoH and PHA; and, provisions for provincial authorities to take additional 
measures such as curfews or fines. 

22.06.2020 

No. 5 
 

Burial of 
deceased 
persons 
measures 
 

Controller’s authority upon request of PMGH or PHA to direct a mass grave, designate its location 
and direct burial of deceased persons in the designated mass grave as well as requisition of 
refrigerated shipping containers for the purpose of temporary internment; burial or temporaray 
interment directed by Controller will be at the Government's expense; PMGH or PHA to keep 
record of persons interred in designated grave or designated refrigerated shipping containers 
taken away from morgue they are responsible for. 

22.06.2020 

No. 6 
 

Customs duties 
measures 

Exemption from all customs duties and import duties of all incoming medical supplies procured 
on behalf of the Government until the end of the declaration of the pandemic; and medical 
supplies shall be given priority and be released without delay. 

22.06.2020 

No. 7 
 

COVID-19 
testing 
measures 
 

Testing equipment to be used for COVID-19 are RT-PCR, GeneXpert and rapid diagnostic test; 
approved organizations to conduct testing are NDoH, IMR, PHAs, PMGH, St John Ambulance, 
OkTedi Mining, Simberi Gold, 2K Meical Clinic, Lihir, K92 Mining, Sky Health and Medical Services 
and Morobe Consolidated Goldfeilds Ltd. 

22.06.2020 

No. 8 
 

COVID-19 
surveillance and 
testing 
measures 
 

National case definistions of COVID-19 and Severe Acute Respiratory infection (SARI); all 
hospitalized/ admitted cases of respiratory iliness, including pneumonia and all cases of SARI as 
suspected COVID-19 cases who should be tested within 24 hours of being admitted and to be 
managed using COVID-19 IPC protocols; and, requirement of swabbing for testing a minimum 
of five patients with influenza-like illness symptoms per week. 

22.06.2020 

No. 9 Business and 
social measures 
 

No affliated sporting codes shall train or participate in matches unless with approval from PNG 
Sports Foundation; responsibilities of PNG Sports Foundation are requirement to submit weekly 
report to controller; requirements for local religious activities in social distancing and hygiene 
standards; banning of religous gatherings such as provincial and national church gatherings, 
crusades, conventions and provincial or national outreach programmes; licensed gambling 
venues, nighclub, hourse racing at listed venues to operate on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays; and ban on gatherings of over 100 persons. 

22.06.2020 
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ANNEX B – Provincial Updates 
Note: The data available at the national level in terms of number of facilities for COVID-19 pre-triaging, quarantine and isolation are based on the 
responses of provincial authorities to the Provincial Preparedness Checklist (PPC) and the questionnaires (based on PPC) filled out by the provinces 
and/or interview of provincial staff by NDOH regional coordinators. Additional sources of information include the records of assessment for medical and 
non-medical equipment, laboratory diagnostics, health workforce and financial resources from stakeholders and partners. The data is undergoing 
validation. 
 

New Guinea Islands Region  
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Momase Region  
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Highlands Region  
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Southern Region 
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ANNEX C – Photos 
 
                
  
 
 
 
                                               
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 2. Training on communication and community 
engagement for school teachers in NCD supported by UNICEF 

Photo 1. Rollout of COVID-19 Training Package for provinces supported by NDoH and WHO 

Photo 3. Handover of first shipment of personal protective 
equipment from UNICEF to Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS   

Hon Jelta Wong and Acting Health Secretary Dr Paison Dakulala 

Photo 4. Health care workers receive training on the appropriate and rational use of PPE 
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Photos 6 to 8. Consultations on Niupela Pasin (New Normal) with stakeholders in Port Moresby and West Sepik  
 

Photo 5. Joint NDOH and WHO surveillance and information management teams 
analyzing field investigation reports and conducting risk assessment for COVID-19 
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Photos 9 to 11. Official opening of the Isolation Centre in East New Britain by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Justice 
and Attorney General Hon Davis Steven and Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS Hon Jelta Wong on 26 June 2020 
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ANNEX D – New Information and Communication Products  
 

Travel Quarantine  
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Home Quarantine  
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------------------------------------------------------ 

For more information about this Situation Report, contact: 
Dr Daoni Esorom 

A/Executive Manager, Public Health, National Department of Health 
Email: daoniesorom@gmail.com; Mobile: +675-72313983 


