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Please see the Philippines Department of Health (DOH) Daily Case Bulletins and COVID-19 Tracker for further information.

*Obtained from FASSSTER COVID-19 death tally as of 1 Jan 2023 

Summary of the epidemiological situation in Philippines2

Key numbers

COVID-19 cases
The trend of reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines is decreasing. On 26 Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023, 3,458 cases
(3.1 cases per 100,000 population ) were reported – 39.0% lower than cases reported on the previous week [19 -
25 Dec: 5,690 cases (5.1 cases per 100,000 population )]. From 12 to 18 Dec 2022, there were 7,572 cases; and on
28 Nov - 4 Dec, there were 7,731 cases. From 26 Dec 2022 to 1 Jan 2023, the following regions recorded the
highest case counts: National Capital Region (1,364 cases), Region IV-A: CALABARZON (669 cases), and Region III:
Central Luzon (305 cases). 

 

Figure 1. Daily reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines (30 Jan 2020 - 1 Jan 2023) 
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Over the last four weeks (5 Dec 2022 – 1 Jan
2023), the daily number (7-day average) of
COVID-19 occupied ICU beds and the
number of utilized COVID-19 dedicated
mechanical ventilators (7-day average) were
in a decreasing trend (Figure 2).  
 
The number of ICU beds occupied in the last
four weeks are as follows: 26 Dec 2022 - 1
Jan 2023 (429 beds); 19 - 25 Dec 2022 (489
beds); 12 - 18 Dec (524 beds); and 5 - 11 Dec
(522 beds). As of 1 Jan 2023, the ICU
utilization is 16.2%. 
 
The number of COVID-19 dedicated
mechanical ventilators utilized in the past
four weeks are as follows: 26 Dec 2022 - 1
Jan 2023 (243 ventilators); 19 - 25 Dec 2022
(272 ventilators); 12 - 18 Dec (279
ventilators); and 5 - 11 Dec (264 ventilators).
As of 1 Jan 2023, there were 203 ventilators
utilized. 

 

As of 1 Jan 2023, 65,435 COVID-19 related
deaths have been reported in Philippines
since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic (Figure 3). 

From 26 Dec 2022 to 1 Jan 2023, there were
11 deaths reported.   

On 26 Dec 2022 to 1 Jan 2023, 55,504 tests
were conducted; 19 - 25 Dec: 66,595 tests;
and on 12 - 18 Dec: 83,462 tests. 

The test positivity rate from 26 Dec 2022
to 1 Jan 2023 was 7.7%, this is the first
week that the test positivity rate was
below 10.0% since 4 - 10 July 2022 and is
24.0% lower than the test positivity rate on
19 - 25 Dec (10.1%). 

From the 351 samples sequenced by the
UP Philippine Genome Center and RITM
between 19 - 22 December 2022: 145
(41.3%) were classified as Omicron
BA.2.3.20, 76 (21.7%) was BA.5, 72 (20.5%)
was XBB, 40 (11.4%) were other Omicron
subvariants, eight (2.3%) was XBC, and
one (0.3%) was BA.4. 

Of the 145 BA.2.3.20 cases, one case was a
Returning Overseas Filipino (ROF) while
the 144 were local cases from 14 regions
(NCR, CAR, Regions I, II, III, IV-A, IV-B, V,
VI,IX,XI,XII, and XIII). 

The 76 BA.5 cases were from 11 regions
(NCR, CAR, Regions I, III, IV-A,IV-B,V,VI, XII,
XIII, and BARMM). Of the 72 XBB cases,
two were ROFs while the 70 were local
cases from eight regions (NCR, Regions IV-
A, VI, VII, IX, XI, XII, and BARMM). 

The eight XBC cases were from Region XI
while the BA.4 case came from Region IV-
A. 

Laboratory: testing rates, positivity
rates and genomic surveillance

Healthcare utilization

COVID-19 deaths
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Figure 2. Total bed and ICU bed distribution over time stratified by occupancy  (as of 1 Jan 2023) 

Figure 3. Daily number of COVID-19 deaths in the Philippines by date of death since 2020 
(as of 1 Jan 2023) 
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https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/02/22/ph-detects-2-more-cases-of-bq1-total-now-16


Strategic approach to COVID-19
Prevention, Detection, and Control

Sta. Rita 

Figure 4. Overview of COVID-19 vaccination status of Philippines’ population,
as of 2 Jan 2023
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For the booster doses, 27.3% of the
eligible population received the first
booster while 4.3% received the second
booster dose.    

*eligible population for booster 

Table 1. Overview of vaccination of A3 population per region in the Philippines 
(2 Jan 2023)  

As of 2 Jan 2023, 66.3% of the total
population were vaccinated with last dose
of primary series. From 26 Dec 2022 to 1
Jan 2023, 56,104 jabs were administered.
Among healthcare workers (A1 priority
group), the coverage is 96.8%, with 64.1%
having received the first booster dose and
28.9% received the second booster dose. 

The vaccination coverage (last dose of
primary series) of the elderly population
(A2 priority group) was 79.6%, and 32.0%
have received their first booster (Figure 4).
Twelve of the 17 regions have vaccinated
(last dose of primary series) at least 90.0%
of those with comorbidities,
immunocompromised, and
immunocompetent (A3 population) (Table
1). 

Vaccination

Risk Communication and
Community Engagement (RCCE)

Risk Communications  
WHO Philippines re-published across all
social media platforms our localized
campaign on COVID-19 vaccines and
boosters featuring photos of vaccinated
Filipinos. This is in time for the
anticipated increase in social gatherings
during the holiday season.
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WHO Philippines published across all
social media platforms RCCE messages
for safe gatherings this holiday season.  


