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Please see the Philippines Department of Health (DOH) Daily Case Bulletins and COVID-19 Tracker for further information.

*Obtained from FASSSTER COVID-19 death tally as of 26 September 2022 

Summary of the epidemiological situation in Philippines2

Key numbers

COVID-19 cases
Following five weeks (week 33 - 37) of continued decreasing trend of reported COVID-19 cases, Philippines has
observed the first week of an increase in week 38 (19 - 25 September 2022). There were 17,891 new cases (16.0 cases
per 100,000 population ) reported in week 38 that is 22.0% higher than week 37 [(12 -18 September 2022: 14,699 new
cases (13.2 cases per 100,000 population )]. In week 38, the following regions recorded the highest case counts:
National Capital Region (8,413 cases), Region IV-A: CALABARZON (3,327 cases), and Region III: Central Luzon (1,780
cases).

Figure 1. Daily reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines (30 January 2020 – 25 September 2022) 
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https://doh.gov.ph/bulletin
https://doh.gov.ph/covid19tracker


The daily number (7-day average) of COVID-19
occupied ICU beds had been barely changing in the
past four weeks (week 38 - 650 beds, week 37 - 647
beds, week 36 - 639 beds, week 35 - 627 beds). As of
25 September 2022, the COVID-19 ICU bed
utilization is 24.0%.

 
In relation, there is also no meaningful difference in
the utilization of COVID-19 dedicated mechanical
ventilators (7-day average) in the past four weeks
(week 38 - 324 ventilators, week 37 - 317 ventilators,
week 36 - 318 ventilators, week 35 - 332 ventilators).

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
62,790 COVID-19 related deaths have been reported
in Philippines as of 25 September 2022 (Figure 3).
Between 1 July and 25 September, there were 875
deaths reported; of these 270 were in July, 515 in
August, and 90 in 1 - 25 September. 

There is no meaningful change in the recent testing
rate (number of tests per 1,000 population) in the
Philippines. There were 1.20 tests per 1,000
population for week 38 (129,969 tests) while for
week 37 there were 1.23 tests per 1,000 population
(137,347 tests).

Meanwhile, the recent positivity rate (number of
individuals that tested positive/number of
individuals tested) is 14.8% higher than that of the
previous week (week 38 - 15.5%, week 37 - 13.5%);
this has been the third week of an increase in
positivity rate since week 36.

From 12 - 25 September 2022, Department of
Health Officer-in-Charge Dr Maria Rosario Vergeire
released three Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS)
results (Table 1).

On 20 September 2022, 639 were confirmed to be
Omicron Variant of Concern (VOC) – 677 BA.5 and
16 BA.4. Of the 677 BA.5 cases, 11 are Returning
Overseas Filipinos (ROFs) and the 666 of the BA.5
cases were detected across the 17 regions; the 16
BA.4 cases were detected from four regions.

On 16 September 2022, the DOH reported 167
Omicron VOC and four Delta variant from WGS
results as of 13 September 2022. The Omicron
sublineages detected were 163 BA.5, two BA.4, and
two “Other sublineages.” The 151 BA.5, two BA.4,
two other sublineage and four Delta variant cases
were all from Region XI  .  

On 13 September 2022, 901 were confirmed to be
Omicron Variant of Concern (VOC) and two were
Delta variant from the Whole Genome Sequencing
(WGS) run from 9 -12 September 2022. The
Omicron sublineages detected were 839 (93.1%)
BA.5, 11 (1.2%) BA.4, one BA.2.12.1, one BA.2.75,
and 49 (5.4%) were tagged as “other sublineages.”
Eight of the 839 BA.5 cases were Returning
Overseas Filipinos (ROFs) while the 831 cases were
detected from all of the 17 regions, BA.4 cases were
from four regions, BA.2.75 came from NCR, and the
BA.2.12.1 is a ROF (Table 1) . 

Laboratory: testing rates, positivity
rates and genomic surveillance

Healthcare utilization

COVID-19 deaths
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Figure 2. Total bed and ICU bed distribution over time stratified by occupancy (as of 25 September 2022) 

Figure 3. Daily number of COVID-19 deaths in the Philippines by date of death since 2020 (as of 25 September 2022) 



DOH logs 693 more cases of 2 Omicron subvariants | Philippine News Agency (pna.gov.ph)[4]

4

PH detects 165 add'l cases of Omicron, 4 cases of Delta | Philippine News Agency (pna.gov.ph)

DOH: 901 new cases of omicron subvariants, 2 Delta infections detected | ABS-CBN News
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1184087
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/09/16/22/doh-167-new-cases-of-omicron-subvariants-4-delta-infections-detected
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/09/13/22/doh-901-new-cases-of-omicron-subvariants-2-delta-infections-detected
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As of 25 September 2022, 65.4% of the total population were vaccinated with the last dose of primary series.
Among healthcare workers (A1 priority group), the coverage is 96.6%, with 61.1% having received the first booster
dose and 24.1% received the second booster dose. 

The Philippine government continues to prioritize COVID-19 vaccination (primary series and booster shots) of the
vulnerable sectors of the population - elderly population (A2 priority group), persons with comorbidities (A3) and
poor population (A5); their respective vaccination coverage (vaccinated with last dose of primary series) is 78.4%,
94.5%, and 73.1% (Figure 4). 

For the first booster shot, 24.6% of the eligible population received the jab.  The vaccination coverage of first
booster dose for A2, A3, and A5 priority groups are 29.5%, 30.6%, and 14.2%, respectively.  

Vaccination

3

Table 1. Number of BA.5, BA.4, BA.2.75, Other sublineage, and Delta variant cases detected per region in the Philippines, 13 Sept, 16 Sept, and 20 Sept 2022 

*eligible population for booster
Figure 4. Overview of COVID-19 vaccination status of Philippines’ population as of 25 September 2022



On 26 September 2022, the Department of Health postponed the launching of "PinasLakas Bakunahang
Bayan" in Luzon due to Typhoon Karding, whilst other regions proceeded with their launch as scheduled . 

The vaccination coverage (last dose of primary series) of A2 population is 90% and above in three regions
– with 93.1% in Region II, while the coverage is less than 60% in BARMM (Table 2). 

Meanwhile, the vaccination coverage of the A5 group is 70% and above in six of the 17 regions (Table 3)
while  11 of the 17 regions have a vaccination coverage of 95% and above in A3 population (Table 4).  

Table 2. Overview of vaccination of A2 population per region in the Philippines (25 September 2022)  Table 3. Overview of vaccination of A5 population per region in the Philippines (25 September 2022)  

[7]
PIA - DOH postpones launching of ‘Bakunahang Bayan’ in NCR, rest of Luzon
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Table 4. Overview of vaccination of A3 population per region in the Philippines (25 September 2022)  
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https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/09/26/doh-postpones-launching-of-bakunahang-bayan-in-ncr-rest-of-luzon


Strategic approach to COVID-19
Prevention, Detection, and Control
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On 17 September 2022, Ms Rocel Ann
Junio-Balbutin, Communications Officer
and RCCE Pillar Lead at WHO
Philippines, served a resource speaker
for the Infodemic Management Course
organized by the Department of Science
and Technology’s Philippine Council for
Health Research and Development
(PCHRD).  She shared WHO’s process
and taxonomy of infodemic signal
detection for COVID-19. 

Risk Communication and Community
Engagement (RCCE)

Risk Communications
WHO Philippines published social media
content on the personal and social
benefits of COVID-19 vaccines and
booster doses. 

WHO Philippines published social media
content on the benefits of COVID-19
vaccination for children under the
#SapatNaIngat campaign.



Hand-over of PCR and Extraction Machine at 
City of Dasmarinas Molecular Laboratory
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Updates from USAID

USAID’s EpiC conducts mental health seminar for
healthcare workers of Cebu City Medical Center
USAID’s EpiC conducted a mental health seminar
for about 20 healthcare workers of Cebu City
Medical Center (CCMC), including doctors, nurses,
midwives, allied health professionals, and
administrative support. CCMC appreciated the
knowledge and skills they gained from the activity
as they actively participated in the discussion.
CCMC’s Chief of Hospital, Dr Anthony Oliver
Reposar II, shared that CCMC is undergoing facility
upgrades to serve and cater to more Cebuanos.
He considers implementing mental health policies
and activities to build the resilience of their health
workforce.  

Partner Coordination

USAID’s Infectious Disease Detection and
Surveillance (IDDS) Project continues to help
transport COVID-19 specimens.  
The IDDS project transported a total of 3,541
COVID-19 specimens for the month of August, in
support of the specimen referral and transport
in various health facilities in 4 regions, namely,
Regions II, III, IV-A, and IV-B. 

With a dedicated transport team and field
coordinators, IDDS transported an average of
169 specimens per day with a turnaround time
of 2 hour and 16 minutes. 

Hand-over of PCR and Extraction Machine at 
City of Dasmarinas Molecular Laboratory

Handover of 900 boxes of rapid antigen test kits equivalent to 18,000
tests to Bulacan Provincial Health Office. 


