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Please see the Philippines Department of Health (DOH) Daily Case Bulletins and COVID-19 Tracker for further information.

*Obtained from FASSSTER COVID-19 death tally as of 16 Jan 2023 

Summary of the epidemiological situation in Philippines2

Key numbers

COVID-19 cases
The trend of reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines is decreasing. On 9 - 15 Jan 2023, 2,934 2.6 cases per
100,000 population ) were reported and this is 6.0% lower than cases reported on 2 - 8 Jan [3,125 cases (2.8
cases per 100,000 population )]. On 26 Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023, there were 3,458 cases; and on 19 - 25 Dec, there
were 5,690 cases. Among the 17 regions, National Capital Region (947 cases), Region IV-A: CALABARZON (467
cases), and Region II: Cagayan Valley (240 cases) recorded the highest case counts on 9 - 15 Jan 2023.

 

Figure 1. Daily reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines (1 Jan 2022 - 15 Jan 2023) 
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https://doh.gov.ph/bulletin
https://doh.gov.ph/covid19tracker


Over the last four weeks (19 Dec 2022 - 15
Jan 2023), the daily number (7-day average)
of COVID-19 occupied ICU beds (Figure 2)
and the number of utilized COVID-19
dedicated mechanical ventilators (7-day
average) were at a stable level. 
 
The number of ICU beds occupied in the last
four weeks are as follows: 9 -15 Jan 2023
(415 beds), 2-8 Jan (435 beds), 26 Dec 2022 -
1 Jan 2023 (429 beds), and 19 - 25 Dec 2022
(489 beds). The ICU utilization as of 15 Jan
2023 is 17.2%. 
 
The number of COVID-19 dedicated
mechanical ventilators utilized in the past
four weeks are as follows: 9 -15 Jan 2023
(257 ventilators), 2-8 Jan (256 ventilators), 26
Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023 (243 ventilators), and
19 - 25 Dec 2022 (272 ventilators). As of 15
Jan 2023, there were 214 ventilators utilized. 

 

As of 15 Jan 2023, 65,590 COVID-19 related
deaths have been reported in Philippines
since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic (Figure 3). 

From 9 - 15 Jan 2023, there were four
deaths reported.     

Over the last three weeks (26 Dec 2022 -
15 Jan 2023), the number of RT-PCR tests
conducted have been increasing while the
test positivity rates were in a decreasing
trend. On 9 -15 Jan 2023, 78,251 tests were
conducted; 2 - 8 Jan: 74,378 tests; and on
26 Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023: 55,972 tests. The
test positivity rate on 9 -15 Jan 2023 was
3.9%, 5.3% on 2 - 8 Jan, and 7.7% on 26
Dec 2022 - 1 Jan 2023. 

Of the 137 samples sequenced by the
University of the Philippines-Philippine
Genome Center and Southern Philippines
Medical Center (SPMC) on 3 - 9 January
2023: 52 (38.0%) were classified as
Omicron BA.2.3.20, 28 (20.4%) were XBB,
24 (17.5%) were tagged as Other Omicron
subvariants, 13 (9.5%) were XBC, ten
(7.3%) were BA.5 (including three cases
classified as BF.7 and one case as BQ.1),
one (0.7%) was BN.1 (reported under
BA.2.75), and one case was Delta (with
specimen collection date in mid-Dec
2022).  

Of the 52 BA.2.3.20 cases, 51 were local
cases from nine regions (Regions I, II, III,
IV-A, V, VI, VII, CAR, and NCR), while the
remaining case was a Returning Overseas
Filipino (ROF). All XBB and XBC cases were
local cases from eight regions (Regions I,
III, IV-A, VI, VII, XI, CAR, and NCR). Of the
ten BA.5 cases, six were local cases from
Regions VI and XI, while the remaining
four cases were classified as ROFs.  

Laboratory: testing rates, positivity
rates and genomic surveillance

Healthcare utilization

COVID-19 deaths
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Figure 2. Total bed and ICU bed distribution over time stratified by occupancy  (1 Jan 2022 - 15 Jan 2023) 

Figure 3. Daily number of COVID-19 deaths in the Philippines by date of death since 2020 
(1 Jan 2022 - 15 Jan 2023) 
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https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/02/22/ph-detects-2-more-cases-of-bq1-total-now-16


Figure 4. Overview of COVID-19 vaccination status of Philippines’ population
(15 Jan 2023)
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*eligible population for booster 

Table 1. Overview of vaccination of A2 population per region in the Philippines 
(15 Jan 2023)  

As of 15 Jan 2023, 27.4% of the eligible
population received the first booster dose
while 4.3% received the second booster
dose. From 9 - 15 Jan 2023, 117,140 jabs
were administered. Among healthcare
workers (A1 priority group), 64.2% have
received the first booster dose and 29.0%
received the second booster dose. Among
elderly population (A2 priority group),
32.0% received the first booster and 6.3%
with the second booster dose (Figure 4).
NCR is the only region that has vaccinated
at least 50.0% of their elderly population
with first booster dose (Table 1).  

Vaccination

The BN.1 case was a local case from Region
VI while the Delta case was from Region III.
The eight XBC cases were from Region XI
while the BA.4 case came from Region IV-A. 

Partner Coordination

Updates from USAID

USAID’s EpiC facilitates  back-to-back
community of practice webinars on
COVID-19 case management
COVID-19 continues to change our lives
and how we do things, especially in
promoting and protecting public health. 
USAID’s Meeting Targets and
Maintaining Epidemic Control (EpiC)
COVID-19 Project managed by FHI 360
conducted two clinical community of
practice webinars on the latest local
COVID-19 guidelines and long COVID in
the last two months of 2022.
Cumulatively, 900 healthcare workers
across the country participated in these
learning sessions. 
 
In Nov 2022, Dr Regina Berba, the
hospital infection control unit head of
the UP-Philippine General Hospital
shared and discussed the current
guidelines and practices in the
management of COVID-19 in the
Philippines in terms of Prevention,
Detection, Isolation and Quarantine,
Treatment, and Reintegration.  

In Dec 2022, EpiC discussed long COVID
with Dr Rontgene Solante, an infectious
disease specialist from San Lazaro
Hospital. This session aimed to increase
the knowledge and awareness of long
COVID by presenting real-world evidence
and discussing the symptomatology,
pathophysiology, diagnostics, and
management of various post-COVID
conditions. 

https://www.fhi360.org/projects/meeting-targets-and-maintaining-epidemic-control-epic-covid-19
https://www.fhi360.org/about-us

