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Please see the Philippines Department of Health (DOH) Daily Case Bulletins and COVID-19 Tracker for further information.

Summary of the epidemiological situation in Philippines?
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COVID-19 cases

As of 8 May, a total of 3,687,018 COVID-19 cases and 60,439 (1.6%) COVID-19 related deaths had been recorded since the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. There was a sudden and sharp increase in cases in late December 2021, but after peaking in
early January, a decreasing trend has been continuing in the number of cases reported per day (Figure 1). There were 1,124 new
cases (1.02 cases per 100,000 population?®) reported in week 18 (2 May — 8 May 2022), that is 20% lower than the previous week
(25 April — 1 May 2022: 1,399 new cases, 1.3 cases per 100,000 population?). For week 18, the following regions recorded the
highest case counts: NCR (451 cases), Region IV-A: CALABARZON (147 cases), and Region 3: Central Luzon (142 cases).
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FOOTNOTES
1 Percent of total eligible population (5 years and older)
2 Weekly case counts were obtained from
FASSSTER COVID-19 PROJECT
* National population size used (n=110,278,979,
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Figure 1. Daily reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines (30 lanuary 2020 — 8 May 2022)


https://doh.gov.ph/bulletin
https://doh.gov.ph/covid19tracker

Healthcare utilization

Following the continuous decrease in COVID-19 cases over
the past few weeks, COVID-19 hospital bed and ICU bed
utilization has also declined in Philippines since 30 January,
and it is currently maintained at stable levels (Figure 2). The
daily number (7-day average) of COVID-19 occupied ICU
beds has plateaued in week 18: 451 beds compared to 470
beds in week 17. Utilization of COVID-19 dedicated
mechanical ventilators (7-day average) also showed a
plateau: 242
ventilators in the previous week.

ventilators in week 18, compared to 247
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Figure 2. Total bed and ICU bed distribution over time stratified by occupancy (as of 8 May 2022)

COVID-19 deaths

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 60,439
COVID-19 deaths were reported in Philippines as of 8 May
2022, with the highest number of over 300 deaths
recorded in September 2021 (Figure 3). COVID-19 deaths
increased during the surge in January, but after peaking in
mid-January, a declining trend has continued.

Figure 3. Daily number of COVID-19 deaths in the Philippines by date of death since 2020
(as of 8 May 2022)

Laboratory: testing rates, positivity
rates and genomic surveillance

The testing rate (number of tests per 1,000 population) has
decreased in the Philippines to 1.17 tests per 1,000
population for week 18 (previously at 1.35 tests per 1,000
population in week 17).

Vaccination

As of 9 May 2022, 68.1% of the target population (5 years
and older) were vaccinated with last dose of primary
series. Among healthcare workers, who are at increased
risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2, the coverage is 94.9%, with
50.8% already received a booster dose. Currently, there is
particular focus to increase coverage of vulnerable
populations; elderly population (A2 priority group),
persons with comorbidities (A3) and poor population (A5).
Their respective vaccination coverage in Philippines is over
72.8%, 94.0%, and 71.2% (Figure 4). However, it is
important to note that there is variation in vaccination
coverage between regions, for example, coverage of the A2
population is below 50% in BARMM while in six regions the
coverage is above 75% (Table 1). Vaccination coverage of
the AS group is below 50% in 8 regions (Table 2).
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Figure 4. Overview of COVID-19 vaccination status of Philippines’ population as of 9 May 2022
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Strategic approach to COVID-19
Prevention, Detection and Control

Risk Communication and Community Engagement

WHO Philippines supported VDI team during the Chikiting

Bakunation Days Launch at SM Masinag, Antipolo as part of
the World Immunization Week 2022.

WHO Philippines published two stories of WHO teams
supporting local teams on COVID-19 vaccination. One story
focused on the Special Vaccination Days (SVDs) in Davao
while the other focused on WHOQ'’s visit in the Municipality of
Barili, Cebu.

WHO Philippines published a localized article and a
microvideo on home-based recovery from COVID-19.

Partner Coordination

Updates from UNICEF
Support to COVID-19 vaccination

BARMM COVID-19 special vaccination days
planning workshop

UNICEF supported the Department of Health (DOH) in the
design and conduct of COVID-19 Vaccination Microplanning
Workshop held on 04 to 05 April 2022 in Manila. The
planning workshop aimed to review the current situation,
challenges, lessons learned and develop strategic and
impactful solutions to achieve the desired targets in the
upcoming special vaccination days that will be held in May.
Participants from the BARMM Ministry of Health and other
government offices, Provincial Health Offices, City Health
Offices of Marawi and Lamitan, DOH National COVID-19
Vaccination Operations Center (NVOC), UNICEF, World
Health Organization and World Bank joined the activity.
the COVID-19 Chief
Implementer and Vaccine Czar and Undersecretary Myrna

Secretary Carlito Galvez, Ir,

Cabotaje, Chair of NVOC were also present and their
presence boosted the work morale of healthcare workers.
BARMM is aiming to vaccinate at least 215,776 individuals
from identified priority municipalities and cities during the
Special COVID-19 Vaccination Days.

Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje presents the progress of BARMM
COVID-19
© UNIC

ccination roll out on the first day of the planning workshop.
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COVID-19 Vaccine
Post-introduction Evaluation

UNICEF supported the conduct of the COVID-19 vaccine
post-introduction evaluation (cPIE) in the Philippines from
18 to 27 April 2022 at the national level and in selected
regions (National Capital Region, Regions |, Ill, IV-B, VI, XI
and XllI). The activity was organized and led by the World
Health Organization.

UNICEF provided support through the deployment of its
specialists, including from UNICEF New York headquarters
and from the UNICEF East Asia Pacific regional office, who
served as external evaluators at the national and field
levels. Participants from World Health Organization global
headquarters, Western Pacific regional office and country
office; the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention;
and private consulting firm MM Global Health also joined

the activity and were part of the evaluation team.

The cPIE aimed to highlight the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out
and implementation strategies and challenges, assess the
impact of COVID-19 vaccine deployment on the core
immunization activities (routine and surveillance) and to
provide recommendations to DOH and its Centers for
Health Development regional offices to optimize the impact

of the on-going COVID-19 vaccination.
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Turnover of cold chain equipment
donated by the Government of Australia

On 26 April, the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and UNICEF Philippines turned over the walk-in
cold room donated by the Government of Australia to the
DOH Center for Health Development (CHD) in Bicol. The
cold room, which arrived on 5 April, is part of the cold chain
equipment expansion of the Philippine Government
supported by UNICEF to ramp up the COVID-19 vaccination
in the country. DOH CHD Bicol Regional Director Ernie Vera
and Assistant Regional Director Ferchito Avelino led the

inspection and turnover of the equipment.

The turnover followed the cold room readiness assessment
at the Provincial Health Office (PHO) in Albay on 22 April
2022 conducted by UNICEF and the Provincial Engineering
Office. The PHO of Albay is one of the recipients of the cold
chain equipment donated by the COVAX facility. UNICEF
presented the results of the assessment to Governor Al
Francis Bichara who accepted the equipment and
committed a counterpart funding for the site completion by
June 2022.




ment results to Albay

staff of the Provincial

Early Childhood Education. Of the planned 80 pilot National
(NCDCs) and Child
Development Centers (CDCs) for the safe reopening of early

Child Development Centers
childhood education (ECE), nine centers have already
reopened in eight LGUs. The rest of the 41 pilot NCDCs and
CDCs are expected to reopen by 2 May 2022. With technical
assistance from UNICEF, tools and training module for
monitoring and evaluation have already been developed.
The pilot will run until 27 May 2022. To support
home-based ECE, 267 Learn-at-Home kits are currently
being distributed to benefit 3 to 4 year-old children
identified to be at risk of developmental delays in the
municipalities of Sindangan and Leon Postigo in Zamboanga
del Norte.

Learners with disabilities. UNICEF remains committed in
ensuring the delivery of basic education services to learners
with disabilities in the Philippines through the COVID-19
Learning Continuity Plan. A total of 200 DepEd-produced TV
episodes that focus on different subject areas have been
embedded with Filipino Sign Language to support over
2,136 enrolled learners with hearing impairments from
Grades 1-3 (based on DepEd Learner Information System
data for SY 2021-2022). The Department of Education,
through the Bureau of Learning Delivery and ICTS, has
recently approved these episodes and will make these
resources accessible to learners nationwide through their
DepEd Commons and DepEd TV platforms.

Multigrade education. UNICEF Philippines, in partnership
with international NGO Fundacion Educacién vy
Cooperacion, handed over education materials and
COVID-19 kits to the Schools Division of Northern Samar
and Samar to support the resumption of in-person classes
under the COVID-19 Recovery Programme for Children in
Multigrade Schools in the Philippines. The materials and kits
include handwashing liquid, face masks and alcohol, among
others, and will be distributed to 50 pilot multigrade schools

under this project, benefitting about 2,500 children.

Risk communication and
community engagement

UNICEF, through its implementing partner Relief
International, continues to support risk communication and
community engagement for COVID-19 prevention and
vaccination in Regions VI, IV-A, IX, and NCR. Through the
technical support, 20 local governments have continued to
update their demand generation plans; 5,587 health
workers and volunteers were trained on COVID-19 RCCE;
6,706 local officials, 3,402 local leaders, and 192
community-based groups have been engaged to support
the COVID-19 campaign; and 5.4 million people, including
eligible populations, were reached with COVID-19 messages
through various channels and community-level approaches.



UNICEF also works with Human Development and
Empowerment Services Inc. in supporting seven local
government partners in Region IX on demand generation
for COVID-19 vaccination and routine immunization. The
partnership recently supported the World Immunization
Week community activation event in Zamboanga City. The
activity recorded at least a 70% increase from the event's
target vaccine-eligible children reached in the community,

majority of which are defaulters and zero-dose children,
and was attended by local barangay & health officials,
religious leaders, and participants coming from Tausug,
Sama, and Badjao community. Messages on COVID-19

prevention and vaccination were also disseminated during
the activity.

UNICEF and Relief International continue to support house-to-house visits

and maste ing ivities of barangay health work in Navotas City.

30 (in orange dres was one of the success stories of the

HDES support. All f het ren were unvaccinated until she
was convinced by a local social mobilizer to have them vaccinated. Lakija
brought her children to the event to catch them up on their missed doses.

©UNICEF, '‘BRomero




UNICEF released success stories about COVID-19
vaccination around the world, including the Philippines, on
its global website. It highlights the significant increase in
COVID-19 vaccination from Sept 2021 to April 2022 which
benefitted from donations from the COVAX Facility and the
support of UNICEF in remote and disaster-prone
communities. The story is available here.

The featured video is available here.
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Updates from USAID

USAID-supported training helps allay COVID vaccination
fears among parents. To provide learners with
much-needed knowledge and resources to communicate
better about COVID-19 vaccination and build trust among
various public health stakeholders, including parents, the
U.S. Embassy-Manila, with support from USAID, organized a
virtual Massive Open Online Course Camp. Around 1,000
participants from all over the Philippines joined the
three-day online training held late April. The training
discussed key concepts around immunology, vaccine
hesitancy, vaccine communication, mitigating
misinformation, and vaccines for children. Participants also
received USAID-supported BIDA Kid and Get Vaxxed for

Good Vibes multimedia campaign resources to help them

promote vaccine confidence in the communities they serve.

USAID donates vaccination supplies to Lapu-Lapu City.
USAID’s ReachHealth project provided support to
Lapu-Lapu City’s vaccination roll-out for senior citizens,
adults with comorbidities, and children. Pulse oximeters,
blood pressure apparatuses, thermal scanners with alcohol
dispensers, and other vaccination supplies were provided to
supplement the operations of five fixed sites and mobile
vaccination teams in the city.

USAID is continuously supporting the tri-cities of Cebu,
Mandaue, and Lapu-Lapu to ramp up the nationwide
vaccination program for senior citizens and pediatric
populations through the donation of PPEs, deployment of
vaccination teams, turnover of communication and

advocacy materials, and training of healthcare workers.



https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/the-covid-19-vaccine-success-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9or3uDgy06M&t=5s
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USAID trains teachers in managing COVID-19 in schools.
USAID’s ReachHealth project trained 28 teachers from two
partner schools in Quezon City on COVID-19 case
management, infection prevention and control, contact
tracing, and referral mechanisms in preparation for

developing  school-level contingency plans  and

communication strategies for piloting face-to-face classes in
August 2022,

USAID has supported the Philippine Department of
Education’s efforts to safely pilot face-to-face classes
through provision of PPEs, training for teaching and
non-teaching staff on contingency planning and COVID-19
case management, and conducting school-wide vaccination
campaigns in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.



