
1 WHO use only officially confirmed data which may differ from data published on other sources. 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

COVID-19 Situation Update 
 

Global Highlights  

• As of WHO’s Global Situation Report #83 dated 12 April 2020, there were 1,696,588 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19 globally with 105,952 reported deaths. For more details on the WHO 

COVID-19 Situation Report, please see here. 

For latest WHO global updates on COVID-19, please refer to:  

• WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 

• Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) situation dashboard 

 

Pacific Island Countries and Areas Highlights 

Table 1: Countries, territories and areas with reported laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases 

and deaths. Data as of 13 April 2020 

Reporting Country / 

Territory / Area 

Total confirmed 

cases 

Total 

deaths 

Guam 133 5 

French Polynesia 53 0 

New Caledonia 18 0 

Fiji  16 0 

Northern Marianas Islands 

(Commonwealth of the) 

11 2 

Total 233 7 

 

• 13 countries in the Pacific including PNG have declared a State of Emergency (American 

Samoa, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Guam, Nauru, CNMI, Palau, Republic of the 

Marshall Islands (RMI), Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu) 

• 8 countries including PNG have instituted a combination of partial and full lockdowns, and 

curfews including Guam, Fiji, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, CNMI, Tonga and Vanuatu 

• 7 countries have closed their borders to incoming travellers including FSM, Fiji, French 

Polynesia, New Caledonia, Niue, Samoa and Vanuatu 

 

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  

Pacific Preparedness & Response 
 

Joint External Situation Report #11 

13 April 2020 

Compiled by:  

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://who.sprinklr.com/
https://who.sprinklr.com/
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Joint IMT Activities 

Key achievements (2nd - 13th April) 

• A total of 324 requests have been received by WHO, The Pacific Community (SPC), World Food 

Programme (WFP), and World Bank; of which 68% have been completed. 

• To date, the WHO and SPC have supported 50 deployments to 16 PICs. 

• Despite the anticipated global shortages and challenges to supply chains, there have been a total 

of 330,684 items procured and distributed across 17 PICs including PNG. These include bio 

bottles, body bags chlorine solution, gloves, goggles, disposable gowns, hand sanitizer, N95 

masks, surgical masks, swabs, and thermometers.   

• Operational guidelines have been adapted for the Pacific based upon WHO guidance including 

household checklist for caring for persons with COVID-19 in the home, information for caregivers, 

information sheet for close contacts and frequently asked questions on social distancing and 

home quarantine. 

 

Progress on Country Support and 

Requests 

An action tracker was developed to document, 

monitor and coordinate response to country 

requests for support related to COVID-19. The JIMT 

has consistently seen the majority of requests from 

countries relate to risk communication and 

community engagement. Other requests received 

are mainly related to supplies, incident 

management, planning and multi-sectoral 

coordination, they have also evolved from requests 

for points of entry support to clinical case 

management, laboratory and infection prevention 

and control.  

 

 

Operations Support and Logistics 

Table 2: Progress on procurement and distribution of supplies to PICs 

General  o The Operations Support and Logistics Pillar continue to provide updates three 

times a week on Pacific air freight operations concerning: 

o Ad hoc air freight operations in the Pacific 

o Updates on airlines operating in the pacific 

o Airport closure information 

Distributed 

Supplies 

o WHO and UNICEF supplied N95 masks and other PPEs to Fiji 

o A shipment of PPE for Kiribati scheduled for transport on a chartered flight is 

ready to be shipped 

o A shipment of PPE for CNMI is currently in transit in Los Angeles International 

Airport awaiting a flight to CNMI 

Figure 1: JIMT Request Tracker 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance
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o Further supplies of PCR tests for Fiji are currently in transit awaiting flight 

availability  

Supplies in the 

Pipeline 

o 1075 Safety boxes are expected in April from Australia 

o 2,200 Bags, biohazard are expected in April from Germany 

o 1,250 Bio Bottles are expected in April from Germany 

o 2,100 Swabs are in the pipeline with no confirmed time of arrival  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Operations and Technical Expertise 

Table 3: Technical and Operational Preparedness Support to PICs (non-exhaustive) 

Technical Area Support Provided 

Case Management • Developing guidance on the ethical prioritization of critical care. 

• Delivered a webinar on clinical management based on experiences from China 

for clinicians in PICs. 

• Delivered a webinar with an expert panel on hypoxia management and oxygen 

therapy in low resource settings. 

• Completed the ICU capacity and capability assessment for PICs. 

• Circulating for technical clearance an interim guidance on the management of 

dead bodies. 

Health Service 

Delivery 

• Developing a protocol and advisory note on essential service planning and 

delivery during COVID-19 (in-progress). 

Figure 2 - Graph of supplies that have been shipped to 17 PICs 

Figure 3 - Supplies that are in the pipeline 
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• Monitoring global update on essential health services to ensure PICs are kept 

up-to-date 

Infection 

Prevention and 

Control 

• Completed a Pacific-adapted guidance on the rational use of PPE. 

• Posters on PPE donning and doffing to be circulated this week  

• Guidance on equipment and environment cleaning ready for circulation 

Laboratory • Finalized an order for GeneXpert cartridges and machines for PICs 

• Conducting a readiness assessment for the use the GeneXpert diagnostic 

machines for COVID-19 testing, including reviewing status and maintenance of 

biosafety cabinets, and required consumables and reagents for testing. 

• Reviewed testing algorithms for countries with and without testing capabilities.  

Mental Health and 

Psychosocial 

Support (MHPSS) 

• Finalized terms of reference and priority actions for MHPSS in coordination with 

the Protection Cluster  

• Inclusion of Pacific Humanitarian Protection Cluster as a member of the cell to 

ensure streamlined approaches and centrality of protection 

• Collaboration with the Risk Communications and Community Engagement 

(RCCE) cell to support dissemination of reinforcing messages on MHPSS 

• Development of an Information Card for all patients and clients of front line 

health facilities 

• Developed Information Card product with MHPSS tips in coordination with the 

RCCE cell 

Risk 

Communication 

and Community 

Engagement 

• Developed and disseminated guidance on homecare, self-isolation, and self-

quarantine. 

• Continued assistance to 20 Pacific Island countries and areas for risk 

communication and community engagement  

• Drafted a risk communications strategy to work among existing partners to 

harmonize strategies and develop audience-specific content; and further 

collaboration through UN Communications Group to strengthen internal 

communications within UN in the Pacific. Communications content developed for 

different outlets to enhance partner coordination. 

• In coordination with the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster, provided 

support to nine countries to establish toll-free dedicated COVID-19 hotlines to 

respond to community enquires. This includes guidance on establishing lines, 

training for call centre operators, and developing FAQs and referral pathways.   

• Continued development of templated materials to support countries with 

community outreach and targeted messaging, including flipcharts, presentations, 

posters and social media package. 

• Prioritization of messaging and outreach to vulnerable groups, with a focus on 

persons living with disabilities, the elderly and persons with existing health 

conditions that place them at higher risk of severe disease. 

• Extensive community outreach conducted by Ministries of Health, supported by 

partners, with a focus on information sharing and facilitating discussions with 

community partners on how to best prepare for and response to cases, should 

they occur. 

• Implementing a Pacific social media campaign promoting WHO 

#safehands social media challenge in the Pacific. 

• Extensive media outreach activities including: supporting Pacific media talking 

points for the Regional Director’s virtual press conference; conducting media 

interviews for TV, radio and print across the Pacific. 

Surveillance and 

Epidemiology 

• Developing an active surveillance protocol and guidance for country-specific 

adaptation 

• Finalising a minimum dataset for surveillance data collection and analysis.  
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• Completed guidance on case and contact management without laboratory 

testing. 

• Exploring GoData for data entry analysis and possible contact tracing 

documentation 

 

 

Partner Agency Updates  

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

General  o ADB approved emergency grants of US$2million from the Asia Pacific Disaster 

Response Fund to assist the governments of the Republic of Marshall Islands, 

Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Kingdom of Tonga, and Tuvalu.  

o The emergency grant will help alleviate the immediate financial, logistical, and 

other constraints to meet each country’s immediate COVID response plans’ 

needs and deliver appropriate medical services where required. 

Supplies and 

Logistics 

o ADB are working closely with UNICEF to utilize a technical assistance grant to 

support the governments of Cook Islands, Kiribati, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu in the 

procurement of essential and emergency supplies and equipment. 

 

Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

General  o DFAT has released a further AUD$3 million from the Emergency Fund to support 

COVID-19 preparedness and response activities, bringing the total to AUD$12.15 

million.  

o Australia’s Foreign Minister has approved 10 new projects under the Health 

Security Initiative for the Indo-Pacific Region to strengthen infectious disease 

detection and response in PICs..  

o Australia is providing bilateral support for COVID-19 preparedness in Fiji, Kiribati, 

Nauru, Palau, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, and Vanuatu 

for communication materials; preparedness planning; PPE for healthcare worker 

protection; prefabricated modular units for quarantine; hygiene kits; testing and 

diagnostic equipment; and other medical supplies including ICU equipment and 

consumables.  

o Australia’s COVID-19 Pacific and Timor-Leste Support Package will provide direct 

support for outbreak preparedness and response; broader health institutions and 

systems strengthening; and support for mitigating broader economic impacts 

and expediting recovery.  

Case Management 

(Quarantine / 

Isolation) 

o DFAT provided assistance and funding to support quarantine management in 

PNG, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu.  

o DFAT is providing support to PNG, Fiji, Palau and Vanuatu for set up of isolation 

and intensive care units.  

Health Service 

Delivery 

o Australia is providing assistance for Vanuatu Emergency Services for ambulance 

and emergency response services. 

Laboratory o DFAT has pledged funding towards joint WHO/DFAT/MFAT procurement of 

GeneXpert cartridges and machines to enable in-country testing across the 

Pacific, as well as procurement of a quantitative PCR diagnostic machine (qPCR) 

for Solomon Islands to enable testing capability in-country.  
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Risk 

Communication 

and Community 

Engagement 

o DFAT is funding risk communication activities in the Pacific region, including 

health information, education and community awareness materials in Fiji, PNG, 

Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu.  

Supplies and 

Logistics 

o DFAT is providing supply and logistics, including PPE, medical equipment and 

consumables, infrastructure and logistics personnel through bilateral support to 

Fiji, Nauru, Palau, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga and 

Vanuatu.  

 

 

New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

General  o New Zealand has provided NZ$1 million to the World Health Organisation (WHO 

DPS, Fiji) to support their 'Pacific Action Plan for 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-

19) Preparedness and Response’ 

Laboratory o New Zealand is supporting WHO-led procurement of essential laboratory supplies 

for Pacific countries to undertake COVID-19 testing 

Supplies and 

Logistics 

o New Zealand Ministry of Health has provided a letter requesting that New Zealand 

suppliers assist in supplying PPE to the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the 

United Nations International Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for the Pacific. 

o New Zealand has provided a basic package of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

to Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tokelau and Tonga 

Challenges o Increasing supply chain difficulties due to reduction in flights 

 

The Pacific Community (SPC) 

Area of 

Support 

Description of Assistance 

Epidemiology 

and Surveillance 

o Contributed to the WHO COVID-19 case report form, line list and minimum data set. 

o Developed algorithms for case management with or without testing and contact 

management with or without testing 

o Developed material on Health Promotion and COVID-19 for IFRC 

o Developed Guidance for Handling, Transportation and Delivery of Food Supply 

Safety and Security for PICTs 

Health Service 

Delivery 

o Developed outline of Continuity of Essential Services guide  

Infection 

prevention and 

control 

o Procured hand sanitizers for Kiribati Ministry of Health 

o Conducted a consultation session with Fiji Ministry of Health for rapid assessment of 

IPC capacities.  

o Developed and printed IPC material for Vanuatu 

Laboratory  o Conducting assessment of RT-PCR for Tuvalu in collaboration with University of 

Melbourne 

o Undertaking assessment of PICTs laboratory readiness for GeneXpert COVID-19 

testing   

o Finalisation of COVID-19 SOP and testing algorithm 

o Compilation of FAQ for COVID-19 PCR and serology Rapid Diagnostic Tests 

Risk 

Communication 

and 

o Translated COVID-19 information resources for the Pacific Disability Forum   

o Printing of IEC material for Vanuatu  
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Community 

Engagement 

Training o In partnership with WHO and the Australian Bureau of Statistics, delivered three 2-

hour virtual training sessions on COVID-19 Medical Certification of Causes of Death 

for 44 Ministry of Health clinicians from Fiji. 

 

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

Acknowledgement 

of Contributions 

o Government of Japan- Contributed $2.04 million to support procurement of 

PPE for FSM, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon 

Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu as well as interventions for WASH, 

health and nutrition, education and child protection, including risk 

communications and community engagements, in selected countries.  

o Asian Development Bank (ADB)- Contributed $600,000 for the procurement 

and delivery of PPEs, laboratory and medical equipment, medical supplies and 

essential medicines and isolation wards to Tuvalu, Kiribati, Vanuatu, Cook Islands.  

o US Agency for International Development (USAID)- Contributed $600,000 to 

support risk communications and community engagements in FSM, WASH 

services in FSM, Fiji and Vanuatu and data collection and analysis for Fiji and 

Solomon Islands 

Risk 

Communication 

and Community 

Engagement 

o Provided technical assistance to the Solomon Islands Ministry of Health and 

Medical Services in their weekly media briefings and Health Communications 

Technical Working Groups. 

o Supported the finalization of risk communications plan on COVID-19 in FSM, 

Kiribati and Solomon Islands. Similar planning is being supported with the 

municipal mayors and traditional leaders in Pohnpei State in FSM.  

o Together with the WHO and Micronesia Red Cross, supported the municipal 

government of Palikir in Pohnpei State in FSM in the dry run of their community 

engagement package on COVID-19 led by their public health outreach team. 

o Supported the development and distribution of COVID-19 billboards, flyers, fact 

sheets and posters, in Kiribati 

o Rolled out community risk assessment workshops on COVID-19 in South Tarawa 

in Kiribati. 

Supply and 

Logistics 

o Distributed 10 additional tents to the Fiji National Disaster Management Office 

o Arranged 14 pallets of Health, Nutrition, & WASH supplies for Kiribati. 

o 8,000 x N95 respirators from 3M Australia were donated to the Fiji Ministry of 

Health. 

o 150 Pulse Oximeters were ordered  

o 60,000 additional pcs of PPE 

o Supporting the WHO and the JIMT Laboratory Cell in terms of calculating 

dimensions, volume and weight of the eventual Cepheid orders. 

o In close coordination with WHO, continued sourcing of key Hospitalization 

Equipment including oxygen concentrators and autoclaves 

o  
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United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  

(UN WOMEN) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

General  o Supporting the adaptation of multi-sector service SOPs and referral pathways to 

ensure safe, accessible and coordinated gender-based violence (GBV) counselling 

and referral during the COVID period.  

o Providing technical and financial support to GBV counselling and prevention 

services for women and girls in Solomon Islands, Kiribati, Tonga and Vanuatu, 

including Support transition to tech safe mobile counselling, on-line counselling 

with our existing frontline service provider partners  

o Support technical content for on-line training tools and capacity on psychosocial 

support, handling disclosures, GBV and COVID-19 Response among frontline 

service providers, in coordination with national response plans. 

 

World Bank Group (WB) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

General  o Currently processing requests from Fiji, PNG, RMI, Samoa and Solomon Islands to 

access the WB Fast Track COVID-19 Facility (FTCF) totalling USD$35.5 million and 

will be prepared as new Investment Project Financing (IPF). 

o Supporting Vanuatu to re-structure its Catastrophe Differed Drawdown Option 

(Cat-DDO) for COVID-19 and processing a request from Samoa for disbursement 

of remaining Cat-DDO funds 

o Increased the allocation to Solomon Islands’ Development Policy Operation (DPO) 

to respond to critical fiscal needs due to COVID-19 and processing a supplemental 

request from FIJI for DPO 

o FSM and Tonga have formally requested triggering the Contingency Emergency 

Response Component (CERC) for the Maritime Investment and Transport Projects. 

Regional Economic 

Update 

o In the Pacific Island countries, the outlook for 2020 is subject to substantial risks 

due to their economies’ reliance on grants and tourism. 

o Full report on the East Asia and the Pacific in the Time of COVID-19 can be accessed 

here 

 

World Food Programme (WFP) 

Area of Support Description of Assistance 

General  o WFP has continued engagement with PICs for COVID-19 preparedness and 

response through, continued planning and implementation of common feedback 

mechanisms; continued planning and support for set up of public health EOCs; 

and continued technical assistance to ministries/departments of health through 

national ETC counterparts 

o WFP is collaborating with the Joint IMT to craft an information sheet, 

predominantly for ministries and departments of health, outlining potential 

preparedness steps for establishment and maintenance of short-code numbers 

and/or call centres. 

o WFP through the Pacific Logistics Cluster is continuing to work with agencies and 

donors to enable access to charter flights for the rapid delivery of essential 

medical and non-medical supplies. 

 

 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/eap/publication/east-asia-pacific-economic-update#kf7
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/eap/publication/east-asia-pacific-economic-update

