
 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

1. Pacific Highlights 
The Pacific humanitarian air service launched a flight 
on August 24, 2020, delivering 6.5 tonnes of essential 
medical cargo to Fiji, Kiribati and Nauru. The flight also 
supported the movement of UN humanitarian 
personnel working on the COVID-19 response into Fiji 
and out of Kiribati. 
 
The flight departed Brisbane, Australia, with a stop in 
Nadi, Fiji, then Kiribati and Nauru. Cargo on-board 
included personal protective equipment such as face 
shields, masks, surgical gowns, as well as ventilators 
and testing cartridges, transported on behalf of the 
Government of the Republic of Kiribati, the World 
Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), International Federation of the 
Red Cross (IFRC), the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the Australian Government. 
 

2. Pacific Priority Needs for COVID-19 

- Safeguarding of health care workers: important at 
all times to support frontline health care workers 
physically, mentally and socially  

- Addressing challenges around stigma associated with COVID-19. A need to ensure stigma does not 
negatively impact people’s regular access to health care or their views of health workers 
 

3. Links to Data Repositories, Dashboards and Situation Reports 
- External repository of COVID-19 guidance documents and technical materials adapted for the Pacific 

context.  
- Pacific COVID-19 Case Dashboard summarising the epidemiological situation in the Pacific  
- Information regarding delivery of GeneXpert® kits, please consult the Logistics Dashboard 
- Regular updates and details on the Pacific Air Transport Services from the Logistics Cluster 
- WHO Global Situation Reports  
- WHO COVID-19 Global Situation Dashboard 
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4. Pacific Island Countries & Areas – Epidemiological Situation 

Reporting Country / Territory / Area Total cases Total Deaths 

Days Since Last 

Reported Travel-

Related Case 

Days Since Last 

Reported Community-

Acquired Case 

American Samoa 0 0 - - 

Cook Islands 0 0 - - 

Fiji 29 2 2 138 

French Polynesia 622 0 0 0 

Guam 1,560 13 0 0 

Kiribati 0 0 - - 

Marshall Islands, Republic of the 0 0 - - 

Micronesia, Federated States of 0 0 - - 

Nauru 0 0 - - 

New Caledonia 26 0 27* 153* 

Niue 0 0 - - 

Northern Mariana Islands, 

Commonwealth of the 
57 2 1 16 

Palau 0 0 - - 

Samoa 0 0 - - 

Solomon Islands 0 0 - - 

Tokelau 0 0 - - 

Tonga 0 0 - - 

Tuvalu 0 0 - - 

Vanuatu 0 0 - - 

Wallis and Futuna 0 0 - - 

Total 2,294 17 N/A N/A 

Table 1: Countries, territories & areas with reported COVID-19 cases & deaths (as of 4 September 2020, 11:00 Suva time) *The transmission of the 3 newly 

reported cases in New Caledonia on 3 September 2020 has not been reported at this stage. The days since last reported case field has remained unchanged 

until further information is released. 

 

5. Updates and Descriptive Analysis (4 September 2020) 

- Of the 1183 newly reported cases since the last situation report (20-Aug-2020), there was 1 case in 

Fiji, 386 cases in French Polynesia, 790 cases in Guam, 3 cases in New Caledonia and 3 cases in CNMI 

- There was one death reported in Fiji and 7 deaths reported in Guam, bringing the total to 17 deaths 

in Pacific Island Countries and Areas.  

- The one new case in Fiji was linked to a border quarantine case; she is a 25-year-old nurse who was 

infected whilst working in an isolation unit. This is the first health care worker COVID-19 infection in 

Fiji. The case is considered to be Fiji’s 11th border quarantine case because the case never entered a 

public space after contracting the virus. As per protocol, case worked and lived in the isolation centre, 

with exactly zero contact with the public. The case then entered a Fijian Government quarantine 

facility without ever interacting with anyone from the public. After developing symptoms while in 

quarantine, she was tested. After the case returned a positive result for COVID-19, she was admitted 

to the isolation ward at Nadi Hospital where she is recovering well. 
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- The additional death in Fiji was a 61-year-old man who was the Fiji’s 10th border quarantine case; he 

died from complications of COVID-19.  

- The second wave of cases continues in French Polynesia with 560 newly confirmed cases from 2 

August to 3 September 2020 (UTC+12) including 324 new cases reported in the past 2 weeks. Of the 

560 cases, the average age is 36 years and 274 (49%) have been released from isolation. There are 

currently 11 people hospitalised, including 4 in the intensive care unit; these hospitalised cases have 

an average age of 52 years. 

- Of the 790 new cases in Guam, 168 cases were identified via contact tracing, 22 cases reported recent 

travel (mainly from the US) and were identified in quarantine, and the source of the remaining 600 

cases was not reported. In total, there have been 226 cases among military service members and 

1,334 in civilians. There are currently 51 cases in hospital. The highest number of cases is in the 20–

29-year age-group (24%), followed by 30–39 years (21%) and 50–59 years (15%); 55% of cases are 

male. 

- The additional 7 deaths in Guam were a 34-year-old male with comorbidities (the youngest COVID-

19-related death in Guam); a 36-year-old woman; a 61-year-old male with comorbidities; a 62-year-

old female with comorbidities who was an ICU/ED nurse; a 73-year-old woman with underlying 

medical conditions; a 74-year-old male; and a 96-year-old woman. Three of these fatalities were 

pronounced dead on arrival at hospital and were not previously known to be COVID-19 cases. 

- The 3 new cases in the CNMI were all imported; one case arrived from the US and tested positive on 

day 1 of quarantine; one case arrived from the US and tested positive on day 5 of quarantine; and 

one case was a military officer who arrived from Guam via Military Air and was diagnosed by an arrival 

test in Tinian, having tested negative before leaving Guam. 

- The 3 new cases in New Caledonia were reported on 3 September 2020 with no further information 

at this stage. 

 

 

Figure 1 – Pacific Epidemic Curve by Date of Notification (as at 4 September 2020, 1432 GMT+12)  
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6. Response activities under the JIMT 
 

Health Operations and Technical Expertise Pillar 

Technical Area Support Provided / Update  

Epidemiology & 

Surveillance 

(WHO, SPC, PIHOA)  

Border measure update 

- Solomon Islands received a repatriation flight from China yesterday (2 

September), passengers included Solomon Island students and Chinese 

nationals assisting with the construction of the Pacific Games facilities. 

There are also 3 flights planned from Manila in the coming weeks. There 

is widespread public opposition to these flights 

 

Health Service 

Delivery (WHO, 

UNFPA, SPC, UNICEF, 

IFRC) 

- Communication to Directors of Clinical Services/Nursing/PH regarding 

current needs, support required and the current status of HSD continuity 

planning 

- Supplementary guidance documents on approaches for ensuring health 

service continuity during COVID-19 for cancer and for 

maternity/ANC/PNC completed 

 

Laboratory  

(DFAT, MFAT, 

PIHOA, SPC, UNDP, 

UNICEF, WHO) 

- Conducted webinar with the Cook Islands, Kiribati and Niue on the 
SARS-CoV-2 monitoring tool 

- Communicated with national laboratory focal countries on SARS-CoV-2 
testing and updates 

- Finalised the list of GeneXpert® equipment, calibrators and controls to 
be procured by SPC for PICs 

 

Mental Health and 

Psychosocial Support 

(WHO, UNFPA, 

UNICEF, SPC, IFRC, 

UNWOMEN) 

Completion and dissemination of guidance:  

- Two different guidance being developed for MHPSS and telehealth:  

(i) Using telehealth to continue providing MHPSS Services - interim 

Guidance for PICs during COVID 19 

(ii) Incorporating MHPSS into telehealth services – Interim Guidance for 

PICs during COVID 19 
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- Preparation for webinar on MHPSS and telehealth with the Oceanic 

Society for Mental Health Professionals on 10 September 

Ongoing work:  

- COVID-19 MHPSS Tip sheets for community workers being simplified 

based on feedback 

 

Risk Communication 

and Community 

Engagement  

(WHO, IFRC, UNICEF, 

SPC, IOM, CRS, 

UNFPA, ASTHO, 

UNRCO) 

 

- SPC organised French translation of the “new normal” package, the KAP 
survey and the practical guidance for the different sectors and distributed 
these to French Countries and Territories 

- ASTHO, CrS, IFRC, IOM, SPC, UNCG, UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO coordinated 
the 2ND Pacific RCCE Webinar on monitoring & evaluation and the use of 
KAP surveys (agenda, presentations) and presented on KAP surveys 

Science and Evidence 

(WHO)  

Finalized and disseminated two documents: 

- Evidence summary of public health interventions on COVID-19 

- Interim guideline on the use of GIS for COVID-19 response 

 

Training / EOC 

(WHO, SPC, UNFPA) 

 

- SPC and WHO continued support of the UNICEF led ‘Health Care on Air’ 

radio program currently under production for PICs  

Telehealth 

(WHO, SPC, UNFPA) 

 

- Work commenced on a toolkit to help PICs to introduce rapid limited 

telehealth service  

 

Information and Planning Pillar 

Technical Area Support Provided / Update  

General  

(WHO, SPC, DFAT, 

UNFPA, UNOCHA) 

- The Pillar is working to finalize a synthesized data collection process that 

supports activity tracking, financial tracking, and integrates the newly 

completed monitoring and evaluation tools developed by the 5 partners 

in the JIMT Phase Two response plan 

 

Monitoring & 

Evaluation 

(WHO, SPC, UNFPA, 

IOM, UNICEF) 

 

- Partners in the M&E Cell have finalized the results monitoring framework 

to track progress of against the outcomes of the Phase Two response plan 
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Operations Support and Logistics Pillar 

Operational 

Area 

Support Provided / Update  

GeneXpert® 

Distribution 

(WHO, WFP, 

PIHOA, DFAT, 

OCHA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GeneXpert® Distribution – Delivered 

Country 

Number of 

cartridges 

received 

Batch 1-12 

ongoing 

distribution 

Batch 1-12 

Percentage 

complete 

Total order 

Number of 

cartridges 

allocated 

Total order 

Percentage 

complete 

American Samoa 270 0 100% 1,680 16% 

CNMI 2,130 0 100% 2,360 90% 

FSM Chuuk 170 0 100% 1,500 11% 

FSM Pohnpei 120 0 100% 1,110 11% 

FSM Yap 110 0 100% 340 32% 

FSM Kosrae 160 0 100% 200 80% 

Guam 4,360 0 100% 4,600 95% 

RMI Majuro 170 0 100% 620 27% 

RMI Ebeye 170 0 100% 450 38% 

Palau 170 0 100% 660 26% 

Cook Islands 440 0 100% 540 81% 

Fiji 5,450 0 100% 26,750 20% 

Kiribati 440 500 47% 3,510 13% 

Nauru 380 0 100% 420 90% 

Niue 50 0 100% 50 100% 

Samoa 1,240 0 100% 6,000 21% 

Solomon Islands 2,920 0 100% 18,000 16% 

Tonga 920 0 100% 3,300 28% 

Tokelau 0 50 0% 50 0% 

Tuvalu 190 140 58% 340 56% 

Vanuatu 1,500 300 83% 8,400 18% 

Wallis and Futuna 330 0 100% 460 72% 

Papua New Guinea 6,270 0 100% 15,000 42% 

French Polynesia 250 0 100% 250 100% 

Total 28,210 990 97% 96,590 29% 

 
Batch 5-12 GeneXpert® Distribution – Ongoing 

Country 

Batch 1-12 

completed 

Batch 1-12 ongoing 

distribution 

Batch 1-12 Percentage 

complete 

American Samoa 270 0 100% 

CNMI 2,130 0 100% 

FSM Chuuk 170 0 100% 

FSM Pohnpei 120 0 100% 

FSM Yap 110 0 100% 

FSM Kosrae 160 0 100% 

Guam 4,360 0 100% 

RMI Majuro 170 0 100% 

RMI Ebeye 170 0 100% 

Palau 170 0 100% 

Cook Islands 440 0 100% 
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Fiji 5,450 0 100% 

Kiribati 440 500 47% 

Nauru 380 0 100% 

Niue 50 0 100% 

Samoa 1,240 0 100% 

Solomon Islands 2,920 0 100% 

Tonga 920 0 100% 

Tokelau 0 50 0% 

Tuvalu 190 140 58% 

Vanuatu 1,500 300 83% 

Wallis and Futuna 330 0 100% 

Papua New Guinea 6,270 0 100% 

French Polynesia 250 0 100% 

Total 28,210 990 97% 
 

Transport of 

supplies 

(WHO, UNICEF, 

WFP, PIHOA, 

DFAT, OCHA, 

RCO) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation of Supplies 

- The Jack Ma Foundation donation to WHO and WHO distribution (first wave of 

PPE ordered through COVID-19 Supply chain System for Phase 2) is ongoing 
 

Regional Order of Medical Equipment 

- The following items are being supplied by regional suppliers and will be 

distributed to the following PICs: CNMI, Cook Islands, Fiji, FSM, Guam, Kiribati, 

Nauru, Niue, Palau, Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, 

Tuvalu and Vanuatu; the estimated lead time is between 6 to 14 weeks 
 

Item Quantity 

Endotracheal tubes 3058 

Portable oxygen concentrators 166 

Flow splitters 319 

Oxygen prongs 25102 

Oxygen tubes with mask 25402 

Tongue depressors 25252 

Non-rebreather masks 25402 

Resuscitators 2236 

Airway Guedel 562 

Infusion sets 24802 

IV Cannulas 25402 

Patient monitoring system with ECG 199 

Portable ECG machines 7 

Pulse oximeters 404 

Laryngoscopes 88 

IR Thermometers 233 

Portable X-ray machines 16 
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7. Agency Response Activities 
 

Regional Activities Agency 

- Provided inputs to Cook Islands RT-PCR testing facility progress updates and updates to 
Kiribati 

- Arranged delivery of a BD Veritor® machine for ILI testing to Samoa, and a BD Veritor® 
machine and pipette tips to Tuvalu 

- Provided guidance to countries on pooled specimen testing  
- Finalised procurement of supplies (Microbiology supplies - Clinitek® Urine analysers and 

laptops for countries under an AFD grant) 
- Finalized the SOP for BD Veritor® Flu A/B testing and shared with PICs 

SPC 

- The WHO Western Pacific Regional Office (WPRO) has identified the CREDO Diagnostics 
Vita PCR® as having attributes that might make it suitable for point of care testing 
technology for COVID-19 the Pacific, but it has not been independently evaluated. 
Through a current partnership with the Doherty Institute, DFAT is working with WPRO to 
commence an independent evaluation of the technology which will be shipped to 
Melbourne in early September 

DFAT 
Australia 

- FSM, Samoa and Solomon Islands have completed their Health Care-On-Air (HCOA) 
Training of Trainers which brings to 13 the number of PICs with trained trainers 

- 1,000 AM/FM radios have been procured and will be distributed to health facilities in 14 
PICs to enable frontline health workers to access the HCOA radio programme 

- Radio spots and SMS blasts to promote HCOA and provide information on airing time, 
registration, sending feedback, etc. are being finalized and will be pilot tested in Fiji 
before being rolled out to 14 PICs 

UNICEF 
Pacific 

Regional Challenges  Agency 

- Resources such as PPE needed for the response cannot be sourced locally 
- Delays in international flights and shipping have caused significant delays in procurement 

of equipment and resources needed for the response 

IFRC 

- Sending supplies, especially vaccines, to PICs is still a big challenge because of the 
extremely limited flights 

UNICEF 
Pacific 

  

Cook Islands  

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Priority Needs 

- Infection prevention and control (IPC) and WASH (community) and risk communication, 
community engagement, and health and hygiene promotion 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- 20,000 people have been reached through the CIRCS COVID-19 response involving 5 staff 
and 55 volunteers 

- The Society supports through providing trained volunteers to each village EOC, resources 
for awareness activities, PFA and FA trainings 

IFRC 
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Fiji  

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Priority Needs 

- Infection, Prevention and Control 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- Infection, Prevention and Control Workshop conducted in Labasa, Fiji, 13th August 2020; 
Objectives: IPC measures to prevent hospital infections and AMR; important role of 
microbiology  in IPC and AMR prevention & how to safely put on and remove PPE 

SPC 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- Discussions are ongoing for the Health Care on Air (HCOA) to be hosted by the different 
online platforms like the MOHMS official website and Facebook page and the Fiji 
Government's website. The plan is to upload HCOA episodes in these sites to make them 
accessible on-demand for health workers 

- The Fiji Government received $70,000 worth of PPE procured through the contributions 
of ADB and the Government of Japan 

UNICEF 
Pacific 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- Ongoing support to the Incident Management Team through embedded staff, and to the 
Fiji CDC through staffing support and ongoing provision of RT-PCR consumables 

WHO 

 

Kiribati  

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- Through an existing partnership with the Doherty Institute, Australia is donating 
irradiated positive control material to the laboratory in South Tarawa for validation of 
SARS-CoV-2 assays and shipping it to Kiribati. The shipment is expected to be delivered 
during the week of 31 August 

DFAT 
Australia 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- US$ 88,000 worth of PPE procured through the contributions of ADB and the Government 
of Japan have been delivered to Kiribati on 24 August via the WFP Charter flight 

- The WFP charter flight delivered more than 70,000 bundled doses of BCG, pentavalent 
vaccine, IPV, MR, bOPV, Td, DTP, rotavirus and PCV and immunization devices; 3 units of 
oxygen concentrators and 2 units of emergency trolleys 

UNICEF 
Pacific 

 

Marshall Islands, Republic of 

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Priority Needs 

- Infection prevention and control (IPC) and WASH (community) 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- Completion of training for two COVID-19 outreach teams and first aid trainers across 
different islands  

- Total of 81 people were trained and over 80 volunteers have been engaged in the 
response to provide continued COVID-19 awareness and hygiene promotion to 336 
people 
 

IFRC 
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Marshall Islands, Republic of 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- In RMI, IOM attended meetings with the Shelter Cluster, WFP, Repatriation Working 
Group, NDMO director, NEOC, PSS on COVID-19 children’s materials, and a rapporteurs 
meeting for drafting reports. IOM is drafting the final reports for the table top exercise 
and simulation and creating child-friendly educational materials with the Education 
Cluster 

IOM 

Priority Needs 
- Vaccination plan development and preparing for new vaccine introduction 
Preparedness and Response Activities 
- GCF proposal with COVID-19 element that WHO assisted to develop was assisted and 

submitted by NDA in August 31 

WHO 

 

Micronesia, Federated States of 

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Priority Needs 

- Risk communication, community engagement, and health and hygiene promotion 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- MRCS is leading the community outreach activities and supporting hand washing station 
in all the states. Overall, 15,240 people have been reached through the MRCS COVID-19 
response involving 13 staff and 100 volunteers 

IFRC 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- IOM in Chuuk, Kosrae and Yap are translating a COVID-19 film script into location 
languages 

- IOM launched a nation-wide facemask competition 
- In Chuuk and Kosrae, IOM staff are translating POE signs into local languages for future 

incoming passengers 
- In Chuuk, IOM built handsfree handwashing stations that are being installed in health 

facilities 

IOM 

Priority Needs 
- Ventilator care training, training for COVID-19 supply management, vaccination plan 

development and preparing for new vaccine introduction, set-up pre-departure 
quarantine for 14 days in Guam, PPE consumption monitoring 

Preparedness and Response Activities 
- Second COVID-19 preparedness assessment visit to Kosrae in August 22-29 assisted  

WHO 

 

Nauru  

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- At the request of the Government of Nauru, DFAT-funded the deployment of Australian 
adviser to Nauru to support COVID-19 preparedness and response and identify additional 
support needed to undertake activities in the National Response Plan. The adviser will be 
working across different government departments, including the COVID-19 taskforce 

DFAT 
Australia 
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Nauru  

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- 14,450 bundled doses of various life-saving vaccines (pentavalent vaccine, IPV, MR, bOPV, 
Td) and immunization devices; one oxygen concentrator and one emergency trolley 
delivered to Nauru via the WFP charter flight last 24 August 

UNICEF 
Pacific 

 

Solomon Islands 

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Priority Needs 
- The laboratory team in the Solomon Islands is standing up COVID-19 testing in remote 

sites, particularly in the Western Province, bordering Papua New Guinea 
- Several testing modules in the GeneXpert® instruments have failed and must be replaced 

and positive and negative controls are required to validate testing at the remote sites 
Preparedness and Response Activities 
- DFAT is purchasing a reference material kit (positive and negative controls) and assisting 

the Government of Solomon Islands with procurement of GeneXpert® modules, 
calibrators and UPS 

DFAT 
Australia 

Preparedness and Response Activities 
- Bundled vaccines and other supplies were supposed to be sent through a chartered flight 

from Fiji to Solomon Islands but some of the cargo had to be offloaded for weight 
considerations; it is still being verified which supplies went through and which were 
offloaded 

UNICEF 
Pacific  

 

Tonga   

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- Through an existing partnership with the Doherty Institute, Australia is donating 
irradiated positive control material to the laboratory in Nuku’alofa for validation of SARS-
CoV-2 assays and shipping it to Tonga. The shipment is expected to be delivered during 
the week 31 August 

DFAT 
Australia 

 

Tuvalu    

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Preparedness and Response Activities 

- The Tuvalu government is coordinating a chartered flight that would deliver 9,500 
bundled doses of various vaccines and immunization devices 

UNICEF 
Pacific 

 

Vanuatu    

Country specific needs and activities Agency 

Preparedness and Response Activities 
- Ongoing technical assistance in co-leading Vanuatu Incident Management Team (through 

the National Health Emergency Operations Centre) and membership on Health Technical 
Advisory Group 

- Technical assistance for revision of and consultation on National Health Sector COVID-19 
Preparedness and Response Plan 

WHO 
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Vanuatu    

- Technical support to health operations for repatriations and quarantining, including for 
information management, daily monitoring, psychosocial surveys and support, and 
discharging; phase 2 commenced 01 August 2020; a total of 139 persons received to 31 
August 2020 during Phase 2 (mainly returning seasonal workers); additional repatriation 
flights planned for Phase 2 from September to December 2020 

- Technical support for IPC, including training for persons supporting quarantine 
procedures and for guiding quality control of locally produced fabric masks and face 
shields 

- Technical support for risk communications activities, including to manage stigma for 
those released from quarantine 

- Technical support to define health measures for safe business operations, including for 
travel and tourism sectors 

 
 
 


