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Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen

· It is my pleasure and honour for me to join the meeting and deliver this opening remarks to commemorate the World Antimicrobial Awareness Week 2021. First of all, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the secretariat for organizing this important event.

· Antimicrobial resistance is a prime example of a challenge that cuts across different sectors. Many drug-resistant pathogens can be carried by and cause disease in humans and animals and can also be found in the environment. And of course, the way antimicrobials are used, misused and overused in any of these sectors affects all sectors. Therefore, the overall slogan of WAAW is Antimicrobials: Handle with care. Unlike other infectious diseases, AMR is not possible to eliminate as long as we use antimicrobials. If we use antimicrobials with care, we can slow the emergence of drug resistance.
 
· The COVID-19 pandemic has further highlighted the magnitude of the AMR and the need to act urgently. Antibiotics cannot cure a viral infection, such as COVID-19. Antibiotics are recommended to use only for severe and critical COVID-19 patients. However, there are concerns over misuse of antibiotics in treating COVID-19 patients, leading to unnecessary emergence of drug resistance among severe patients who need antibiotic treatment. Those patients are less likely to survive because of AMR. This is a double clamity.

· In Lao PDR, AMR has become a significant priority with high-level political commitment and support, and there have been great progress since the National AMR Surveillance and Control Committee was established in 2015. The National Strategic Plan on AMR was endorsed and disseminated in 2019. In the past two years, many activities have been implemented under the strong leadership of MoH and MAF, in close collaboration with development partners. In the Human Health sector, the National Centre of Laboratory and Epidemiology’s capacities and the AMR surveillance network were substantially strengthened. Antimicrobial consumption monitoring system has been established at the national and hospital levels. Relevant guidelines for antimicrobial use monitoring and antimicrobial stewardship have been developed and endorsed. 
· AMR is a priority not only for the current health issues but also for the future. Our shared vision in the Region in “For the Future: Towards the Healthiest and Safest Region” urges all stakeholders’ immediate action on AMR for the future. Health security threats are not always new; and AMR is one of the new forms of old health security issues. To promote everyone’s action as a key player in combating against AMR in our Region, the Stewards for the Future: One Region, One Movement to fight AMR has been launched since last year. We are all ‘steward’, the person who promotes the responsible use of antimicrobials. I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all the participants to be a Steward for the Future. 
· If you are a member of communities, your commitment can ensure that infections are curable with antimicrobials for you, your family members and communities in the future.
· If you are a healthcare worker, please do good infection prevention practices and only dispense antimicrobials when necessary. 
· If you are a farmer, you can keep your crops and animals healthy without antimicrobials. 
We all have a responsibility to help slow the spread of antimicrobial resistance.
 
· This crisis is happening now, slowly but surely, behind the COVID-19 pandemic. To save the future where we can treat infectious diseases with antimicrobials, we need everyone to take action today.

· Thank you. KOP CHAI LAI LAI
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