
20 smokers rights CYAN  MAGENTA  YELLOW  BLACK

A U S T R A L I A

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
O F  A M E R I C A

C A N A D A

NEW

ZEALAND

R U S S I A N  F E D E R A T I O N

UK 

DENMARK

NORWAY SWEDEN

FRANCE

SPAIN

ITALY

GERMANY

SWITZERLAND

BEL

NETH
POLAND

GREECE

Norway
• Roykringen

Poland
• Towarzystwo 

Ochrony 
Palacych

Russian 
Federation
• FORCES 

International

Spain
• Club de 

Fumadores por 
la Tolerancia Switzerland

• Tobacco 
Friends Club

Denmark
• Hen-Ry

Greece
• Eleftheria

New Zealand
• FORCES 

New Zealand
• Smokers of 

the World Unite

Canada
• FORCES Canada 
• Smokers Unity 

Network

Netherlands
• FORCES 

Netherland 
• Stichting Rokers 

Belangen

Sweden
• Smokepeace 

Sweden
• Vänliga Rökares 

Internationella 
Förbund

Italy
• FORCES Italiana 

• Associazione 
Italiana Fumatori

• Federazione 
Tabaccai

USA
• FORCES International

• American Smokers 
Alliance 

• National Smokers 
Alliance 

Germany
• Raucher Club 

Deutschland

United 
Kingdom
• FOREST

Belgium
• The Smoking

France
• Association 
du Calumet de 

la Paix

6564

Smokers’ Rights 
Organisations

20

The tobacco industry has long 
appreciated the importance and 
difficulty of mobilising smokers to 
speak out on behalf of smokers’ 
rights. Consequently the tobacco 
companies have investigated ways 
that they could “stimulate” the 
development of groups of 
smokers, so as to have the 
support, or at least the 
appearance of support from 
smokers and other “natural or 
third party allies”.

There are fewer than two dozen 
smokers’ rights organisations in 
the world, and all are in the 
developed world. The tobacco 
industry documents illustrate that 
while many of these organisations 
purport to be independent of the 
tobacco industry, at least some 
are dependent on tobacco 

company funding. In a 1988 
document, the head of Philip 
Morris said, “Should we strive to 
set up FOREST type 
organisations throughout our 
regions?”. 

At the request of Philip Morris 
the public relations firm of 
Burson-Marstellar formed the 
National Smokers Alliance, a 
smokers rights group, in 1993. 
Philip Morris initially provided 
the National Smokers Alliance 
with $4 million in seed funding. 
Documents show that Philip 
Morris formed similar groups 
throughout Europe. These 
“grassroots” groups, with their 
facades of “independence” from 
the industry, allowed them to do 
and say things publicly that 
tobacco companies could not.

Smokers’ Rights Organisations

2002 where known

FOREST: Freedom Organisation for the Right 
to Enjoy Smoking Tobacco

FORCES: Fight Ordinances & Restrictions 
to Control & Eliminate Smoking
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